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TECH 


3D printing shakes 
up the auto industry 








Zero deposit options also available on all Corolla models. 

Great deals available on the entire Corolla range. Get to your Toyota dealer today. 

Vehicle shown is for advertising purposes only: 1.6 Corolla Prestige. While stocks last. Price and all information pertaining to this deal 
were correct at the time of print and are subject to change. *R1 140 Initiation fee included. R57 monthly administration fee Excluded. 

** Variable Interest rate. Errors and omissions excepted. Toyota Financial Services (South Africa) Ltd is an Authorised Financial Services 
(ESP No. 7454) and Registered Credit Provider (NCRCP62) 
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WELCOME. 


The lofty quest 
for car-dom 




■ REMEMBER THE DAY as if it was yesterday. 

1998 , 1 was young and impressionable, and when I 
asked my art director at the time, a youngish guy 
himself, why his personal vehicle of choice was an Isuzu 
KB (in beige} his reply seemed so insightful. ‘Why would 
I buy a bakkie from a company who makes cars when I 
can buy one from a truck manufacturer?’ Of course I 
knew nothing about the modern motorcar at that point 
in my life, but his reply brought about a revelation, an epiphany. I’m cloudy on what 
it was exactly, I only recall it now because I think it is morbidly ironic since today 
every single bakkie on the market has grown increasingly into a saloon on stilts, 
with the added perks afforded by a load bay. Our cover car for example has indeed 

reached this zenith, and it’s not the only double cab 
from Japan that I’ve driven this month - just see the 
similarly augmented 2016 Isuzu KB (not so trucky 
now} on page 40. Anyway, he misunderstood my 
question, I meant why didn’t he own a hatchback. 
Yes, I said Japan - that powerhouse of technology 
and rugby (too soon?}, proliferators of every 
configuration of vehicle, home of Toyota, my host 
on a recent epic across the South of Iceland. We 
were fortunate to be among the first in the land to 
sample this new animal and it’s impressive, it truly 
is. When it lands here in 2016 it will flood our 
highways like a melted glacier, I guarantee it. It’s 
not all been about lofty people-movers however. 
We’ve also taken a somewhat tongue-in-cheek 
approach to consumer journalism this month, 
embarking on a 1 000km road trip in a trio of R2mil 
cars, you know, so you don’t have to. I hope you 
enjoy this bit of Route 62 revelry as much as we did. 
I’m sure the Jaguar F-Type R AWD, Mercedes-AMG 
GT S and BMW i8 weren’t complaining. 

This and more in the same month that Homo 
Naledi was uncovered, as was Porsche’s plot for a 
turbo-only 911 range. It was of course also ‘defeat 
device’ month, Volkswagen USA admitting to 
purposefully manipulating the emissions results of 
its diesel engines. Initial fallout was spreading 
contagion and a jobless CEO. By the time you read this the ripple effect will have 
taken down many more players. Watch this space. . . 
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Innovation 
that excites 



THE ALL-NEW NISSAN X-TRAIL. 


LIFE’S WAITING. 

The new Nissan X-Trail, where pure performance meets 
intuitive technology. Its sleek and sturdy build is comfortable 
both on road and on trail. The luxurious interior, spacious and 
refined, is everything you need to take you where you want to 
be - across the urban jungle or the great outdoors. Test drive 
the all-new Nissan X-Trail to keep up with your true self. 


Class-leading Space | Advanced Technology | All-Mode 4x4 


www.nissan.co.za 
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Porsch e on an 

electric 


mission 




Tesla-chasing Porsche Mission E concept 
prepares to send shockwaves into the heart 
of the sports sedan world 




Mission E’s innovative 800- 
volt technology - double 
the current norm - allows 
an 80 per cent charge 
in just 15 minutes. Full 
range is a claimed 500km. 
Sliding front wing panel, 
incorporating rear view 
camera, provides access 
to the charging port 


T he mission E is a 448kW all-electric 
8oo-volt four-door sports car - a bit like a 
squashed Panamera, but with a stealthy 
swagger that turns heads. Especially in its 
matte -white paint job with white and black 
carbon alloys and neat detailing such as a 
full-width LED lighting bar for rear lights. And those rear 
doors are suicide hatches, revealing a 2+2 cabin. But don’t 
go mistaking this for a 911 (despite that echo in the rear 
window line}... this is an entirely new kind of Porsche, one 
to challenge Tesla and other EV upstarts. 

This is no econo-box: it’ll lap the Nurburgring in less 
than eight minutes. Porsche claims the Mission E will 
pass lookph in less than 3.5 seconds’, dashing past 
2ookph in just a dozen seconds. Top speed meanwhile 
will be ‘more than 25okph’. Eour-wheel drive keeps 
both motors’ torque in check and the qiTs four-wheel 
steering features too for agility that would surprise 
most four-seaters. Composite construction helps keep 
the centre of gravity very low. 

Time to recharge? Less than fifteen minutes for an 
80 per cent charge with a new type of rapid-charge, claims 
Porsche. Chief Matthias Mueller refers to refuelling like 
‘fast pit stops,’ a reference to the Le Mans 919 hybrid 
sports car’s experience at La Sarthe where Porsche won in 
2013. ‘We wouldn’t have been able to develop this car so 
quickly without the 919,’ he added. 

Take a peek inside the Porsche Mission E, too: there are 
clever new holograms for certain instrument functions - 
and you control them using 2015’s most popular new 
trend, gesture control. 

The Mission E is destined to enter production - Porsche 
is keen to cement its reputation as the technical tour 
de force in VW’s performance division. There’s no 
better way to put Tesla back in its box, you sense. ‘We 
will build a purely electric sports car,’ Mueller confirmed 
at Prankfurt. 

Before his ‘dieselgate’-forced resignation, Volkswagen 
overlord Martin Winterkorn pledged the group would 
launch 20 more electric or plug-in hybrid models by the 
end of the decade. And with cars like the Mission E 
queuing up in the launch bay, who are we to argue? 
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Tiguan dressed 
for success 

Latest version of Volkswagen’s popular compact SUV gets a 
standing ovation at Frankfurt. By Wayne Batty 




Q 

All-new platform allows 
longer wheelbase, shorter 
overhangs, better 
proportions. Looks a winner 
from every angle 


Roomier cabin adopts 
brand’s latest angular 
design theme. Quality 
perception also raised by 
fine details and premium 
material choices 


capacity now measures a whopping 615 litres - as well 
as a 50kg reduction in kerb weight. A poke-and-prod 
session inside the clean and classy cabin of one of the 
show cars backed-up the improved rear legroom 
claim. Up to eight engines will be available in various 
markets, with power outputs ranging from 85kW to 
lyGkW. It is model and powertrain dependant of 
course, but fuel efficiency is also said to have improved 
by as much as 24 per cent. 

Four versions of the new Tiguan were unveiled at 
the show including three production iterations and an 
intriguing plug-in hybrid concept badged GTE in line 
with hybrid Golf and Passat GTEs already in 
production. That’s the future, for now we have the 
regular Tiguan, a sportier-looking R-Line model, and 
an urban-proofed ‘Offroad’ version (as pictured). 

Models equipped with all-wheel drive feature a new 
qMotion Active Control dial that allows drivers to 
select a mode more suited to particular road 
conditions. Land Rover, what have you started? The 
list of available safety and driver assistance systems 
has been lengthened considerably to include Front 
Assist with City Emergency Braking and Pedestrian 
Monitoring, Lane Assist and Automatic Post- 
Collision Braking. That should help to keep your new 
Tiguan looking sharp. Expected to go on sale here in 
the second half of 2016. 


HERE ARE hardly ever any outright surprise 
debuts at a motor show these days, but the 
all-new Volkswagen Tiguan came pretty close. 
The first images appeared online just hours before the 
newcomer was driven onto the stage at the VW 
Group’s multi-brand extravaganza on the eve of the 
show. Sandwiched between the batty Bugatti Vision 
Gran Turismo concept and Porsche’s spectacular 
Mission E, the second-generation Tiguan was a 
welcome dose of reality clothed in perfectly reworked 
proportions and sophisticated style. Clock that shorter 
bonnet, fuller surfaces and planted stance. On looks 
alone it stands every chance of at least matching the 
success of the original, of which 2.64 million units 
were built. 

New Tiggy is the first SUV to ride on the group’s 
MQB platform as enjoyed by Golf 7. This allows major 
increases in interior room and luggage space - boot 



> THE NEW FORD FOCUS WITH ECOBOOST 

THINK OF IT AS LEAN MUSCLE. 

Introducing the all-new Ford Focus, with award-winning EcoBoost technology. 

Turbo charging gives you more power and a rush of adrenaline. Direct fuel injection provides 
exceptional fuel economy. Add smart technology and sleek design to a car that has proven 
itself a firm favourite around the world - and be prepared for it to become your favourite too. 




www.ford.co.za 

Visit FordSouthAfrica 
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Meet the new Prius 

Toyota may have kick-started the hybrid movement in 1997, but the game’s moved on. Do you stiil have to 
be a tree hugger to want the new Mk4 Prius? By Chris Chilton 



Mcuor chassis 
upgrade 

When it comes to B-roads, 
the Prius has always been 
firmly Z-list. To change that, 
the new one will be first Prius 
to be built on the Toyota New 
Global Architecture Platform. 
It delivers a lower centre of 
gravity and 60% increase 
in rigidity thanks to the use 
of high-strength steels. The 
claim is tight handling without 
having to suffer brutally stiff 
suspension. 


Double wishbones! 

Building on the TNGA chassis, 
Prius 4 ditches its boring 
old torsion-beam rear end 
for sporty-sounding double 
wishbones that produce 
‘one-third the level of shock 
when driving on uneven 
roads compared to the 
current Prius’. Also promised: 
reduced body roll in corners 
and better straight-line 
stability between them. Not 
promised: Caterham-catching 
ability. 


Next gen hybrid power 

Toyota hasn’t released power 
and performance figures yet (or 
eco numbers, come to that), but 
we know the (still) nickel-metal 
hydride batteries offer greater 
energy density and the smaller 
electric motors an improved 
power-to-weight ratio. That 
should mean more electric 
assistance, more performance, 
and a greater zero-emissions 
range. There’ll be another plug-in 
version, too. 


e 

New cabin promises 
more iight, iess noise 
and oodies of cairn 


An eye for Mirai - 
why? 

Drawing design inspiration 
from Toyota’s revolutionary but 
revolting Mirai, the world’s first 
mass production fuel-cell car, 
the eye-catching Prius is still a 
device for people who want to 
wear their ice-cap loving hearts 
on their recycled hemp sleeve. 
Yes it’s ugly, but that lower 
bonnet and sculpted tail help 
deliver a claimed ‘world class’ 
drag coefficient. The 2700mm 
wheelbase matches the old 
car’s, but new Prius is 60mm 
longer. 


Zen-like interior 

Acupuncture? Essential oils? 
Meditation? Hot stones? 

Only a long weekend blissing 
out with the Dalai Lama 
is going to come close to 
delivering the ‘peace of mind’ 
experience Toyota wants 
the Prius’s cabin to provide. 
We’ll reserve judgement 
until we’ve seen and tried it 
but we’re promised a better 
driving position, more glass 
thanks to the lower beltline, 
tactile materials and a whole 
lot more peace and quiet. 
Right on. 




1PRS01B 




Mirai styiing 
eiements ensure a 
face oniy a mother 
couid iove 


©Wehear 

Juicy gossip from the 
TopCar grapevine 

BENTLEY should smash the 
15000 units barrier next year, 
thanks to the Bentayga 
SUV’s 3600 projected sales. 
While it launches with a W12 
(read more on p70), we hear 
three other powerplants will 
grow volume further: 4.0 V8 
petrol and diesels, plus a 
plug-in hybrid mated to a 
V6orV8. 


In 2016, the faceiifted 
Muisanne arrives, with 
an enhanced grille, restyled 
headlamps and bumper 
intakes. Just 50 to 100 Gran 
Cabrios may follow in 2017. 
But the main event is the 
next-gen Continentai 
GT, to be unveiled in 2017. 
Adopting the Porsche- 
engineered MSB 
piatform does wonders 
for the handling, with its 
front/mid-engined layout. 
Weight, rigidity and crash 
protection all improve. The 
engine line-up will grow 



with the Bentayga’s diesel 
and plug-in options. It should 
be a looker too, styled by 

Luc Donckerwoike, who 

we hear will resurface at 

Hyundai-Kiato replace 
Peter Schreyer in time. 
And what of the beautiful 
Speed 6 concept 
(above)? The plan is to launch 
the two-seater in 2019, 
powered by a 448kW twin- 


turbo V8. A roadster 

would follow, then the next 
twinkle in the brand’s eye: a 
Macan-sized SUV. 
Talking of SUVs,JLR’s 
Special Vehicles unit will 
also make more hardcore 
Land Rovers, 
to complement its 
go-faster Range 
Sport SVR. They’ll 
be badged SVX, an 
whispers suggest 
eagle-eyed Bond 
fans will be able to 
spot the badge on a 
Defender in the new 


Spectre film (below). 

Einally, it’s an all-out Astra 
offensive at Opei. Does 
that mean the red-hot OPC 
is imminent? Sounds like 
a successor to the 206kW 
hooligan hasn’t been signed 
offyet. A cooking 
Astra, with a 
2.0-litre turbo 
turned up to 
around 187kW 
is nailed on for 
2016. Expect it 
to draw the GSi 
badge out of 
retirement. 
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INT,Q.THE FUTURE 


Wnat Nissan’s 
Z-car did next 


After 370Z, Japan gets to Gripz with the future of the sports car 



jit' 

IiS ’I' 




o 

Nissan iDX Nismo 
concept (above) 
has no business 
case; 240Z Safari 
(above right) 
justifies raised 
height aiternative 


o 

Carbon bonnet 
and boot iid echo 
iightweight schtick 
of exposed- 
structure interior, 
butaiso visuaiiy 
reference the 1971 
and 1973 Safari 
Raiiy-winning 240Z, 
where matt paint 
was used to reduce 
giare. RX-8 styie 
back-to-front rear 
doors aid access, 
andarefeasibie; 
guiiwing fronts 
pure show 


Safari Rally car about it, the official 
inspiration and cleverly retrieved 
precedent for the elevated stance. 

Nissan thinks this combination is 
the key to cracking open a whole new 
market of youthful buyers - a car that 
can commute in comfort yet still forge 
a true high-octane enthusiast 
connection on the weekend; multi- 
purpose in the manner of a BMW 
X4, but even closer to a sports car, 
and more affordable. ‘High-octane’ is 
also outmoded here, though, as the 
concept’s wheels are driven by electric 
motors, the petrol engine demoted 
to generator. 

How seriously do we take all this? 
The 370Z has always felt like a 
dinosaur, and Nissan’s chief creative 
officer Shiro Nakamura is already 
suggesting there won’t be a 390Z, 
saying ‘Z needs more revolution than 
evolution.’ Gripz hasn’t been spelt 
with a Z on the end by accident. . . 

CJ HUBBARD 


© 

Interior influenced by 
racing bicycles, hence 
exposed structural 
elements and carbon 
steering wheel 


EMEMBER THE Nissan iDX 
concepts from 2013? A pair of 
accessible rear-wheel-drive 
coupes so perfectly formed they spoke 
deeply to the petrolhead of the soul. 
Sadly, despite a wildly positive 
generation-bridging reception, there’s 
no buisness case, as there aren’t 
enough potential buyers to justify the 
bespoke platform required. 

Since Nissan likes to think of itself 
as a sports car company, this has left 
it in a bit of a jam. Enter the Gripz - 


aka, ‘get the kids interested in cars 
again, round two’. Another concept, 
but one that builds on the stupendous 
success of Qashqai and Juke, and thus 
could get a free platform ride from the 
second-gen version of the latter. 

That’s a could; is there a should? 

The premise takes high-riding 2+2 
crossover practicality, with all the 
access and visibility advantages that 
entails, and marries it to a low-slung 
coupe shape that launches Nissan’s 
new ‘emotional geometry’ design 
language while attempting to capture 
some of the ‘timeless’ automotive 
passion iDX evoked so effortlessly. 
Retro? Clearly not, but squint and 
there really is something of the 240Z 
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MOTORSPORT 


The great 
motorsport 
safety race 


OSWSSQUOTE 



Mercedes’ so-called ‘halo’ concept 
puts a carbon ring around the 
driver’s head with a central strut 
and rear hinge 


Both F1 and Indycar are reeling from recent driver deaths that closed cockpits might have 
prevented. But who will win the race to prevent the next tragedy? By Chris Chilton 


1 AND INDY - what’s the 
difference? 

They’re both open-wheeled and 
powered by turbocharged V6 engines, 
but Fi and Indy are quite different. While Fi 
manufacturers design and build their own 
cars, Indy teams race machines featuring the 
same Dallara chassis and a Honda or 
Chevrolet engine. Not all Indy racing is on 
ovals. Some takes place on conventional 
racing circuits, some on street circuits. 

Which is more dangerous? 

Eight drivers have died in the US series in the 
last 20 years, including 37-year-old Brit Justin 
Wilson, who last month succumbed to 
injuries sustained when a piece of debris from 
a crash ahead hit his helmet during a race at 
Pocono, Pennsylvania. In contrast, Marussia 
driver Jules Bianchi, who collided with a 
recovery vehicle at the 2014 Japanese GP, was 
the first to die as a result of taking part in an 
Fi race since Ayrton Senna in 1994. 

TndyCar is more dangerous than Fi, and 
that includes the Indy road courses, as the 
track safety isn’t on par with modern Fi 
tracks,’ says British racing driver Alex Lloyd, 
who placed fourth in the 2010 Indinapolis 
500. ‘You strap in and you feel more 
vulnerable, you understand the risk is 
greater. But it’s also the greatest rush 
imaginable. No road course can simulate 
entering a turn at 355+kph, cars inches 
apart. We need to maintain the spectacle. 


but we need to protect the drivers.’ 

What’s been done recently to 
improve safety? 

Both Fi and Indy use tough carbon chassis 
tubs, and it’s this technology that kept Robert 
Kubica alive after his 2007 crash, and left 
Indy racer James Hinchcliffe with little more 
than a leg wound when he crashed his car 
into the wall in May at over 32okph. Formula 
1 has improved run-off areas at dangerous 
corners like Monza’s Parabolica, and all four 
oval tracks on the 2015 Indy calendar are 
fitted with deformable walls on all curves. 

Both sports demand HANS devices and 
tethers to stop wheels breaking off and 
hitting other drivers (Henry Surtees, son of 
Fi champ John, was killed by a loose wheel 
in 2009), but the pressing concern in both 
sports remains the drivers’ exposed heads. 
FTs Felipe Massa was seriously injured 
when debris punctured his helmet in 2009, 
and Indy’s Dan Wheldon and Justin Wilson 
both died as a result of head injuries. 
IndyCar has been looking into closed 
cockpits, but done no testing; the FIA, the 
motorsport body that governs Fi (but not 
Indy}, has already tested fighter-jet-style 
canopies. 

What’s stopping canopies from 
appearing on cars? 

Several things. There are some concerns 
that drivers may end up trapped in upturned 


cars and unable to climb out, or that debris 
might be bounced into the path of other 
vehicles. One possible solution is a halo-like 
cage, demonstrated as a concept by 
Mercedes last month, that offers some 
protection and is hinged for access. There’s 
also some resistance from fans and even 
some drivers, who see the open cockpits as a 
link with tradition, despite the fact that you 
can see almost nothing of the driver. 

But according to motorsport broadcaster and 
journalist Marshall Pruett, who covers both Fi 
and Indy in the US, it’s not a matter of if head 
protection will come, but when. ‘I don’t think 
there’s been a lack of safety - if that debris had 
landed an inch to either side, Justin Wilson 
would still be with us - but I do think there’s 
been a lack of urgency to get to the next safety 
advancement until now. I don’t know whether 
it’ll be a fighter-style cockpit canopy or 
something like the Mercedes proposal, but it’s 
coming. I don’t think Indy or Fi can survive 
any more head strikes.’ 

If closed cockpits are inevitable, 
who will get there first, FI or 
Indy? 

The FIA is rich and powerful, Indycar is a 
self-regulating body with far less cash, but 
will now receive the results of the FIA 
research. Fi cars will get the tech first, likely 
in the next 2-3 years according to Pruett. 
‘With Indy it’s like F3; they’ll mobilise to 
make changes, but it’s going to take longer.’ 
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Tent. Observatory. Pickup truck. Dance floor. Garden. Army fort. Secret portal. Aquarium. 
Christmas tree mover. Kitchen counter. Jacuzzi. Boudoir. Pram parking lot. Laundry 
basket. Bike rack. Carpool. Newsroom. Gameviewing vehicle. Concert hall. Sports field. 
Bed. Trampoline Zoo. Library. Stage. Amusement park. Bus. Bowling alley. Quidditch 
pitch. Treasure island. Circus. Mess hall. Creche. Mobile classroom. Hairdresser. Jungle 
gym. Fishing perch. Wrestling ring. Karaoke lounge. Bubble machine. Pony stable. 
Movie theatre. Slumber party. Spy agency. Spare room. Picnic spot. Walk in closet. Art 
gallery. Ice-rink. Bowling alley. Puppet stage. Tree house. Igloo. Rain shelter. Reading 
room. Games room. Newsroom. Restaurant. Bedroom. Lounge. Kitchen. Changing room. 



The new KIA Grand Sedona. Make room for memories. Power to Surprise 

Versatile, luxurious, safe and beautiful, the new KIA Grand Sedona lets families think big. ^ 

With a Smart Power Tailgate, Electric Sliding Doors, Dual Pane Sunroof, and a host of 
technology and convenience features, the Grand Sedona makes going big, feel like going 
home. You can choose between a 7 and an 11 Seater. 

Test drive it at your nearest dealer or go to www.kiasedona.co.za. 
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Stars from the Frankfurt 
motor show 



Just when you think the days of 
properly bonkers concepts are past, 
along comes Peugeot with the Fractal. 
Looks straightforward at first glance, 
but the removable roof turns this 
tiny 2+2 coupe into a drop-top of 
dimensions akin to the latest MX-5, 
and reveals someone really let the 
designers go nuts on the inside. 80% 
of the interior is 3D printed, enabling 


‘anechoic’ surfacing to provide a 
better sound stage for the ‘9.1.2’ 
hi-fi system, which features a pair 
of ‘tactile bass’ drivers that directly 
target your inner ear. The satnav 
speaks as if outside the car, there are 
twin touchpads on the steering wheel, 
and you unlock it with a Samsung 
smartwatch. Obviously it’s all-electric 
-what else would it be? 


A quick look at some of the concepts and production model stars 
recently unveiled at this year’s Frankfurt motor show 


Renault Megane five-door 


Peugeot Fractal concept 


64mm longer, 25mm lower and 
considerably wider of front (+47mm) 
and rear (+39mm) track, the 
fourth-generation Megane has the 
look of a mega-Clio reimagined by 
Tokyo. All bulging wheelarches and 
fantastical LED lighting arrays, it’s 
not pretty, but it is loaded with tech. 
Top GT models get Renaultsport 
branding (well, it worked for BMW’s 
M Sport) and four-wheel steering - 


take that, Flerr Golf- while interior 
appointments include a portrait- 
format central screen, digital 
instruments and head-up display. 
Clever aero and efficient engines 
offer eco-cred, too. But Renault, 
are you sure the world is ready 
for brown ambient illumination? 
And please tell us the paddleshift 
gearboxes have been substantially 
improved... 



Citroen Cactus M 


Take one regular C4 Cactus, lop the 
top off and send it to surf school 
- that’s the Cactus Mina nutshell. 
That ‘M’ moniker is telling; it refers to 
Citroen’s 1960s Mehari beach buggy, 
this concept’s guiding light. So there’s 
wetsuit-lairy neoprene, a hose-down 
interior with drainage plugs beneath 
the floor mats and a flop-down 


bootlid. Range Rover-style, to extend 
the loadbay into a two-berth sleeping 
pod. Things take a surreal twist here - 
the roof includes inflatable air beams, 
like on upmarket tents, transforming 
the canvas into a makeshift shelter as 
you sleep inside. Citroen says this is 
the modern-day iteration of a 2CV or 
Mehari. A very Gallic lifestyle choice. 


Bugatti Vision Gran Turismo 


The design is said to be a homage 
to Bugatti’s racing history, 
specifically the victories at Le Mans 
in 1937 and 1939 in the Type 57 
Tank. The blue paintwork reflects 
the ‘37 car’s two-tone livery and 
- although a virtual racer - the 
company pledges that every 
second part of the car has a 
functional purpose. 

Bugatti has now built its 450th and 
final Veyron and we’re waiting to see 
its successor, rumoured to be called 
the Chiron. 


Achim Anscheidt, head of the 
Bugatti design team, said: ‘With 
the Bugatti Vision Gran Turismo 
virtual concept, Bugatti presents 
the new form and design language 
developed by the brand to 
celebrate the next chapter in its 
history following the end of the 
Veyron era. Bugatti’s design DNA 
has reached a new stage in its 
evolution... our concept car for 
Vision Gran Turismo is exaggerated 
and extremely performance- 
oriented’. 
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Mazda Koeru 

Although our initial understanding was 
that Koeru was intended to demonstrate a 
bridging model between the existing CX-3 
and CX-5, in the metal it actually looks too 
big to be an inbetweener. In fact, you may 
be wondering if it isn’t some kind of preview 
of the next CX-7, but that’s perhaps in part 
due to the low roofline, which makes the 
Koeru look deceptively lengthy. Really it’s 
a similar size to the CX-5, and the rest is a 
visual trick played by a set of 21-inch wheels 
and the flattened proportions. 

So to us it now looks more like a future 
CX-5 Coupe. And in some justification for 


such a tag, Mazda isn’t shying away from 
promises of performance. As well as 
looking pretty, the shape is said to deliver 
‘outstanding aerodynamics’ while the 
structure is supposedly ‘ingeniously rigid’. 

There are no powertrain specifics 
just yet, except the expected Skyactiv 
references; maybe it’ll get the 2.3-litre 
turbo petrol, but we doubt it. The interior, 
which closely resembles the look of 
Mazda’s most recent production cars, 
appears to feature an automatic shift lever 
but any production version would surely 
offer manual gear selection, too. 




Audi E-tron SUV 


Audi has laid down a marker in the sand 
in the battle for electric SUVs: meet the 
Tesla-battling E-tron Quattro concept 
car, a 4x4 EV which can be charged 
up in just half an hour. And this isn’t 
just a concept car; it’s due to shape a 
forthcoming Audi crossover bound for 
showrooms soon. 

It’s powered by three electric motors, 
one situated on the front axle, with two 
on the rear, creating what Audi calls an 
‘electrified Quattro’ system. Production 
is scheduled for 2018 as we understand. 


Although Audi names the concept 
the E-tron Quattro, we reckon this is a 
huge hint at the forthcoming Q6 E-tron, 
which will slot neatly between the Q5 
and Q7 in Audi’s burgeoning SUV range. 
According to Ingolstadt, the concept 
sets an SUV record for the lowest drag 
coefficient rating, with a value of just 
0.25 thanks to a smooth undertray, 
more aerodynamic pop-out rear-view 
cameras where you’d normally see 
indicator repeaters and a special 
diffuser at the rear. 



Honda Project 2&4 concept 


Hyundai N 2025 Vision Gran Turismo 


The Hyundai N 2025 is a futuristic 
supercar that looks two parts Le Mans 
car to one part open-wheeler, with 
perhaps a hint of spaceship thrown 
in. Like the other Vision GT cars so far 
(2015 alone has given us the Renault 
Alpine and Golf GTI Supersport studies, 
to name but two) it was styled by the 
car manufacturer’s in-house design 
team and is available to download and 
drive virtually in the Gran Turismo 6 
PlayStation game. It’s been created 
partly to promote Hyundai’s new ‘N’ 


performance sub-brand. 

The concept is designed around 
a hydrogen fuel cell system housed 
within a CFRP monocoque chassis. It 
develops a notional output exceeding 
634kW from a combination of fuel cell 
stacks and a super capacitor system, 
delivered via four in-wheel motors. 

It’s designed to look as if it’s floating, 
says Hyundai, with a boat-shaped 
underbody to create downforce and 
air-brakes to aid deceleration and 
reduce drag at certain speeds. 



Mercedes Concept lAA 


The radical Concept lAA (Intelligent 
Aerodynamic Automobile) is a 
sleek CLS-like saloon with a 208kW 
plug-in petrol/electric drivetrain, 
the concept features active 
aerodynamics to improve the drag 
co-efficient from Cd 0.25 to Cd 
0.19. To put that in perspective, 
the Mercedes CLA was the world’s 
most slippery production car when 
it launched in 2013, with a drag co- 
efficient of Cd 0.22. 

Inside the futuristic cabin. Concept 
lAA builds on themes already seen 


on S-class models, and features 
contrasting anthracite and white 
leather trim, and aluminium and cut 
glass. The two-spoke steering wheel 
includes touch-based Optical Finger 
Navigation, allowing the driver to 
scroll through the left- and right- 
hand instrument cluster displays 
without removing hands from the 
wheel. Imagine today’s multi-function 
steering-wheel controls replaced 
by an iPod-like click wheel and an 
adjacent back button and you get 
the idea... 


Looks like someone in Honda’s design 
department might have taken that 
memo about downsizing a little too 
seriously. This is the Project 2&4 
concept, a ‘cabinless’ sports car that 
Honda says combines ‘the freedom of 
a motorcycle and the manoeuvrability 
of a car’ - hence the name. 

The Project 2&4 concept is the winner 
of an internal design competition Honda 
set within its worldwide studios, involving 
80 engineers and designers from both 
motorcycle and automotive studios - 


won by Martin Petersson from Honda’s 
Asaka motorcycle design centre. 

Sticking with the motorcycle theme, 
the concept is powered by an engine 
borrowed from the road-going version 
of Honda’s current MotoGP bike, the 
RC213V. A 999cc V4, it features a rather 
fearsome 158kW at a heady 13000rpm 
(with a 14000rpm redline). 

In the Project 2&4 it runs through 
a six-speed dual-clutch transmission. 
Given that the 2&4 weighs only 405kg, it’s 
hardly going to be slow... 
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Power or parsimony 

The F-Pace range will be offered in four trims; 
Prestige, R-Sport, Portfolio and range-topping S. 
The engine line-up consists of an Ingenium 2.0-litre 
diesel (132kW), a 3.0-litre V6 diesel (221kW) and 
a supercharged 3.0-litre V6 (280kW, O-IOOkph in 
5.5sec). The V6s drive all four wheels via an eight- 
speed ZF auto transmission. The 2.0-litre diesel 
can be had in AWD form, manual or auto, or as a 
rear-wheel-drive manual with 129g/km of C02 and 
4.9T/100km. 


o 

How to make an 
SUV of classic 
British brand DMA. 
Bentley, take note 


The miracle of the pretty SUV 


The front end is pure Jaguar,’ continues 
Callum. That in itself is interesting- we 
didn’t have a distinctive face five years 
ago. Now it’s established. The rear lights 
are essentially F-Type, while the fuselage 
itself is relatively clean, broken up only by 
the swage line running back from the air 
vent and a strong light-catching element 
below it. The short overhangs and 
sweeping glasshouse are key, as is the 


roof spoiler, which helps give the shape a 
sense of speed, and the curvature of the 
rear haunch, which is an F-Type cue. I’m 
proud of the surfacing at the haunches. 

We pushed manufacturing hard here. 

Each side is a single sheet of aluminium 
- the biggest we now produce - and 
there’s a lot going on at the back of the 
car. Fortunately we now know the material 
better than most.’ 




Lord and master 

There’s a real sense of light and space to 
the interior, with great visibility,’ says Callum. 
‘We’ve retained the chicane element to the 
doors from C-X17 concept, with strong door- 
pulls, and there are lots of clever, integrated 
storage compartments. Touches, like the 
parcel shelf you can fold and stow beneath the 
boot floor, matter on a car like this.’ 

Standard infotainment system is InControl 
Touch, with its 8-inch touchscreen, with 
InControl Touch Pro and its 10.2-inch screen 
an option. Multi-function 12.3-inch TFT virtual 
instruments can replace the standard twin 
analogue dial set-up. 


Prepare 
to feel tiny 
between the 
giant door pull 
and InControl 
Pro’s vast 
screen 


F-Pace in Jaguar’s 
own words 


Director of design Ian Callum and vehicle line director 
Kevin Stride talk you around Jaguar’s production-ready 
brave new world. By Ben Miller 


A Jaguar to drive 

‘You’ll recognise the XF in the way the F-Pace 
drives - you won’t need a DNA test to know 
it’s a Jaguar,’ says design director Ian Callum. 
‘It’s great to drive and the ride quality is good 
even on the 22-inch forged wheels, helped by 
the relatively generous sidewalls of the 265/40 
R22 tyres.’ 

‘The F-Pace’s wheelbase [2874mm] and 
track dimensions are unique, and that’s down 
to the difference between a platform and an 
architecture. Ours is a chassis architecture, 
conceived with F-Pace in mind, so there’s no 
compromise,’ explains Kevin Stride. ‘Front 
suspension is double wishbone and the rear 
is integral multi-link, a development of XF’s 
multi-link.’ 


Space - Jaguar’s new 
frontier 

‘This car was a challenge,’ admits Callum. ‘In some 
ways an SUV goes against Jaguar’s natural state 
of long, low and sleek. It came together when we 
referenced some F-Type design cues, and when we 
focused on designing a Jaguar SUV, and not trying to 
push an SUV into a traditional Jaguar shape. 

‘In size it sits between Audi’s 05 and 07. It doesn’t 
feel as big as 07 to drive. That was important because 
for many this will be an urban car. Inside there’s a 
remarkable amount of space - room for five and 
a 650-litre boot. We discussed a seven-seater but 
discounted it quickly. Visually they tend to be heavy at 
the tail end, and you’d have to grow the wheelbase; 
not very Jaguar.’ 
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DYNAM/TE COMES /N 
SL/OHTLY B/GGER PACKAGES. 


We have redefined what SUV's are all about. The Mazda CX-5 is an SUV with the agility and performance of a sports car. 
This is revealed in its 2.2 litre diesel engine that produces 129kW of power and 420Nm of torgue, while the 2.5 litre petrol engine delivers 
141kW of power and 256Nm of torgue. It is also available in a 2.0 litre engine that produces an amazing 121kW of unbridled power and 
210Nm of torque. Thanks to SKYACTIV technology these cars deliver immense performance using minimal fuel. And if that isn't enough, 
the CX-5 offers features like MZD Connect as standard, while the Navigation System is available on the Akera and Individual models. 

With so much attention to detail, you would think we were making an explosive. 


THE /MHOSS/BLE MAEfE HOSS/BLE. 

mazda.co.za f, ^ O u 


UNLIMITED ^ 
WARRANTY (5 
SERVICE PLAN 


YEAR 
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Riding with a happy Kimi Rsukkdnen 

FI’s monosyllabic Finn gives Tom Clarkson his first interview after re-signing with Ferrari for 2016 





( 2 ^ 


0 

‘Next season will 
be better’ 

‘1 know 1 can still 
win FI races’ 

‘Seb and 1 want the 
same thing’ 

‘I’ve got a great 
boss’ 

‘There could have 
been another title’ 

‘The Ferrari FF is a 
nice motor’ 

My new deal doesn’t 
change much. I’ve known 
about me staying with 
Ferrari for some time 
and the aim is to do well 
in the second half of 2015 
and even better next 
year. I’m pretty sure 
we’re going to make a 
good car for next season 
and the aim will be to win 
races. 

1 Still have the speed; 
the reason 1 haven’t had 
great results this year is 
because 1 haven’t put it 
all together, for various 
reasons. If 1 were way 
off then it would be time 
to go. But that’s not the 
case. I’m learning from 
the bad races and I’m 
going to make things 
better. 

There was one race this 
year when 1 was a bit lost 
with regards set-up, so 

1 adopted more or less 
what Seb [Vettel] had 
on his car. It worked out 
fine because our cars 
are set-up very similarly. 
That’s good for the team 
because we can go in 
one direction with the 
development... 

I’ve known Maurizio 
[Arrivabene] for a long 
time and we get on well. 

Fle’s very straightforward, 
but 1 haven’t seen him 
when he’s angry and 1 
know he can be hard when 
something isn’t as he 
wants it! Fle’s the right guy 
for Ferrari because he 
knows the team and the 
sport well. 

Med a lot of races in 

2005, but retired from 
many of them. With fewer 
problems, 1 might have 
won that title. And there 
was 2003, when 1 lost 
the title by two points. 1 
probably didn’t deserve 
that one -1 only won 
one race and Michael 
[Schumacher] won most 
of them. 

The Ferrari FF is a 
good car -as you can 
see, Tom! They give 
me one to use when 

I’m in Switzerland and 
it’s great. If you have a 
family, there’s space for 
luggage and all the things 
that come with having 
children. If 1 were buying 
a Ferrari, I’d probably 
buy one of these. 



NEW CAR DEBRIEF > LAMBORGHINI HURACAN SPYDER 


2 Fabric attraction - unlike certain 
rivals we could mention *cough* Ferrari 
and McLaren *cough* Lambo has stuck 
with a simple fabric roof rather than fit a fancy 
folding hardtop. This keeps the weight down, 
but it’s still 100kg heavier than the coupe. 


4 Bring the noise - you can drop 
the top at up to 50kph, and the rear 
window can be lowered independently, 
guaranteeing aural pleasure. With all-wheel 
drive and a 325kph-F top speed, it’s yours in 
early/mid 2016. 


I Hoid on to your hat - sure as night 
follows day, and a hangover follows a 
really decent night, there’s now a Fluracan 
Spyder following the Fluracan coupe. A 
449kW 5.2-litre naturally-aspirated V10 and 
a retractable roof? That ought to clear your 
head. Quickly. 


3 Fast enough? - 15 seconds to stow 
the Lambo’s roof seems strong, until 
you learn the 488 Spider only needs 14. 
Plus the Ferrari’s 3.0sec O-IOOkph smashes 
the Fluracan’s 3.5 (also some 0.3sec slower 
than the coupe). But still: no turbos and a 
V10. 
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XE 




NEW JACUAR XE. 

THE SPORTS SEDAN REDEFINED. 

XE’s new Ingenium engines have the power to satisfy your cravings 
and your conscience. Take the turbocharged 2.01 Diesel - it delivers 
an innpressive 132kW with 109g/knn CO 2 while only using 4.21/lOOkm 
Performance has never been so sensible. 

JACUAR.CO.ZA or visit your nearest dealer. 


THE ART OF PERFORMANCE 







THE INCURABLE ENTHUSIAST 


‘Would Nuvolari, Clark 
and Senna beat Fangio in 
identical cars? We’d need 
to exhume them too’ 


J UAN MANUEL FANGIO is 

definitely dead. This indisputable 
fact was confirmed last month 
when the poor old five-time world 
champion was dug up and 
wheeled out of the family crypt in his 
hometown of Balcarce, Argentina. The legend 
lives on, perhaps, but the authorities have 
confirmed that Fangio himself is still very 
much deceased, and lying in the box he was 
placed in back in 1995. 

Fangio was dug up because two men in 
their 70s say that he was their father, and 
after a long-running paternity battle an 
Argentinian judge finally ordered the world 
champion s body be taken out of the cemetery 
and sent down the morgue for a DNA sample 
to be taken. The results will be known in a 
month or so. 

Fangio never married, but he always had a 
glamorous girl on his arm, so it s not 
impossible that there were going to be one or 
two - or perhaps a whole pit crew - of little 
Juan Manuels running around. And there 
are family resemblances: one of the men 
involved in the paternity claim, Oscar 
Espinoza, was an Fi driver for a while, racing 
under the name ‘Cacho Fangio’ (he says he 
always knew the great man was his dad}; the 
other, Ruben Vazquez, never raced, but he is 
a dead-ringer for the deceased champion. 

The men say they don’t want money, they 
just want answers, but a morbid, 
disrespectful part of me wonders if this isn’t 
an opportunity for something else, too. A 
little experiment. 

So Til come right out and say it: cloning. 
Come on, admit it: race fans have always 
argued about who’s the best driver of all time 
- you know, ‘was it Fangio, Clark, Senna, or 


Schumacher’ etc. And that debate has always 
been impossible to resolve, because each 
generation of driver needs different skills - 
Fangio drove big, heavy front-engined Mercs 
and Maseratis, Clark drove featherweight 
mid-engined Lotuses, Senna manhandled 
i50obhp turbo McLaren-Hondas. But 
imagine, for a moment, if we could really find 
out; imagine if Fangio - the actual Fangio - 
could go head-to-head with Hamilton and 
Vettel! In the same cars, on the same track! 
Now THAT is a race I’d stay awake for, 
perhaps even all Sunday afternoon till 4pm. 

My plan is not without its difficulties: 
putting aside the complex legal and moral 
questions of using Fangio’s DNA in this way; 
and the undoubted howls of protest from the 
Fangio Foundation, and the family (which 
may be about to get bigger); plus the scientific 
challenges of cloning a human being from 
tissue that’s been dead for 20 years - putting 
these issues aside, there’s also the problem 
that a New Fangio, born in 2016, wouldn’t be 
ready to race for at least 20 years. In fact, in 
order for him to live the Original Fangio’s 
life, his first Grand Prix wouldn’t come till he 


reaches 37 (Fangio was a late 
starter), and he’d be in his prime in 
his 40s. By which time Lewis 
Hamilton will be 70. 

Clearly there’s an answer to this. 
We have to take Lewis Hamilton’s 
DNA too, as well as Vettel’s and 
Alonso’s, so we can start preparing 
now for the unmissable Battle 
Royale that will be the 2055 Fi 
World Championship. (Max 
Verstappen will be okay, he’ll still 
only be 23.) 

To truly nail all those ‘best driver’ 
debates, though, we can’t stop there. 
What about Nuvolari, Clark and Senna? 
Would they beat Fangio in identical 
machinery? We’d need to exhume them too. 
Jackie Stewart, we could just write him a 
polite letter. 

Picture it: it’s the year 2053, and we’re in 
Melbourne for the start of the new season. 
Bernie Ecclestone, aged 124 and still in 
charge of Formula 1, would be doing the pit 
walk with Martin Brundle (cloned). There’s 
Fangio, squeezed into his size XXXL race 
suit, lining up in the Silver Arrows with 
Lewis Hamilton; behind him there’s Vettel 
and Schumacher in the Ferraris; then Senna 
and James Hunt enjoying a little laugh before 
they climb into the two McLarens. They’re 
best pals. Then in the Lotuses there’s Jim 
Clark and his team-mate Pastor Maldonado 
(after winning four world titles, Maldonado 
contributed his DNA on his retirement in 
2021}. It would be a 

season of epic Mark’s original slant 

awesomeness. on car stuff has been 

And who would p.jSrSS 

win? I’ll leave you to got us thinking about 

j ^ 4.1. ^ wwm the merits of cioning 

debate that. Ea great coiumnists. . . 
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For the sake of safety 
and the environment 

Conti EcoContact™ 

> Optimised rolling resistance for reduced 
fuel consumption 

> High braking safety and short braking distances 
on wet roads 

> Best handling on wet and dry roads 

> Approved for original equipment fitment 
by leading vehicle manufacturers globally 

> Developed for mid-sized and compact class vehicles 

When braking counts. 


www.continental.co.za available at: SestOrTi^ 



THE FI CRITIC 


Remember what brought 
about Toleman’s demise? The 
dilemma faced by Red Bull’s 
teams is no less embarrassing 
and potentially more serious 


A S FORMULA ^ faux pas Red 

Bull Racing’s - and, to lesser 
degree, sister team Toro Rosso’s - 
treatment of engine supplier 
Renault rivals the plight Toleman 
faced after the team’s most successful (1984) 
season, yet found itself without a tyre contract 
for 1985 after falling out with Pirelli and doing 
a deal with Michelin, which promptly exited Fi. 

Having been the bane of Goodyear in F2, that 
company was in no mood - indeed, under no 
obligation - to equip Toleman, and thus the 
British team that gave such as Ayrton Senna 
and South African hotshot designer Rory 
Byrne their Fi breaks, was left tyreless. The 
only solution was to sell out (to the Benetton 
family), which Pirelli, an Italian company, 
willingly supplied. 

The dilemma faced by Red Bull’s teams is 
no less embarrassing and potentially more 
serious: Despite winning three grands prix last 
year and twice hitting 2015 podiums (as at 
Singapore), Red Bull Racing has been highly 
(and publicly) critical of Renault’s hybrid 
power plant, prompting the French company 
to withdraw from engine supply after the 
current season. 

Although Renault’s main board is 
considering a return to team ownership - likely 
by acquiring beleaguered Lotus, which it 
originally sold to Genii Capital, an overly 
ambitious venture fund - in Singapore insiders 
made clear that an Fi exit remains a distinct 
possibility. Indeed, speaking exclusively to 
TopCar, a Renault ambassador put the chances 
at ‘maybe 50/50...’ 

The most bizarre aspect is that Red Bull knew 
back in 2014 that Fi is not exactly flush with 
engines: given newcomer Honda’s exclusivity 
with McLaren, Mercedes and Ferrari are the 
only options after the inevitable Red Bull / 
Renault divorce. Saliently, it is not as though 
Red Bull and Renault are strange bedfellows: 
together they scored four constructors titles on 
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the bounce between 2010-13. 

Although Mercedes and Ferrari each supplies 
various customers in addition to their 
respective ‘works’ efforts, neither company is 
under obligation to service additional 
customers. Equally, neither wishes to be shaded 
by the dominant team of recent eras - 
primarily through the design genius of Adrian 
Newey - which also out-manoeuvred them on 
political and commercial fronts by cosying up 
to Fi tsar Bernie Ecclestone. 

In July Red Bull approached Mercedes for 
engines by suggesting Aston Martin ‘engine 
badging’ in conjunction with a joint Newey- 
designed supercar project for the British 
company - in which Mercedes parent Daimler 
holds a minor stake, granted in exchange for 
road car technology sharing. Although the 
Germans considered the offer, their Fi team 
argued persuasively against in-house 
competition. 

Which leaves just Ferrari - at a time when 
Scuderia is resurrecting itself after years of 
mismanagement and poor results, while also in 
the midst of corporate restructuring ahead of 
listing on the New York Stock Exchange. 
Imagine how shareholders will react to the red 
cars being beaten by Red Bulls powered by the 
same engine in a global championship Ferrari 
once lorded over. 

That said. Fiat Group boss Sergio 
Marchionne recently stated Ferrari would be 


prepared to supply Red Bull with engines - 
but did not specify to which level. Thus 
year-old engines are a possibility: a no-no to 
Newey. That said, who would wish to supply 
a team that openly criticises its partners 
when things get tough? 

In Singapore Red Bull’s management 
threatened to exit the sport totally unless its 
teams received ‘competitive engines’, with 
RBR team principle Christian Horner, 
arguably the most vocal of Renault’s critics, 
arguing it was ‘FTs responsibility to sort the 
problem if it did not wish to lose two teams’. 
Possibly Ginger Spice’s husband should have 
considered that possibility before launching his 
unrelenting tirades. . . 

Audi was mentioned as potential saviour, 
possibly as engine supplier, joint team owner 
(with Red Bull) or even full owner (with Red 
Bull sponsorship), but each scenario seems 
unlikely, particularly as the VW Group board is 
restructuring after the recent putsch. True, Red 
Bull sponsors various V W motorsport activities 
- think V W’s WRC campaign - but insiders 
believe Audi and Fi to be a long shot. 

Fielding competitive engines takes at least 
two years and the current formula expires in 
2020, while the Audi rumours broke on the day 
US environmental authorities revealed a formal 
investigation into emission irregularities 
involving VW/Audi products, which could 
result in criminal charges and fines of up to 
Riio billion (yes). Thus VW has more 
important issues to concentrate on than Red 
Bull’s engine plight. 

A lot rides on Red Bull remaining in Fi: not 
only do its two teams employ upwards of 1200 
heads and field four exciting drivers, but the 
company’s global activation spreads FTs 
message far and wide. While some are 
confident a solution will be found, others 
suggest Fi would be better off without a brand 
that arrogantly believes it has every right to 
make demands in what is a meritocracy. Red 
Bull always was polarising... Ea 



ILLUSTRATION LYNN CERFONTYNE 


RENAULT 

Passion for life 


New 

Renault DUSTER 

Forever tough. 

Fuel Consumption from only 4.81 / 1 0Okm 

Combined NEDC fuel cycle on 1 .5 dCi 4x2 


Cruise Control 
On-board Navigation 

Standard on Dynamique models 

FROM ONLY R2 999 PM* 



The new Renault Duster is the flexible, adventurous SUV that's always ready for the road and beyond. Its styling makes it the talk 
of the town (even if the town is in the middle of nowhere) and a range of enhanced features make anywhere a destination. 


So dare to be adventurous and take a test drive at your nearest Renault Dealer today. 


*With 10% deposit | Over 72 months | 30% or R64 770 balloon payment | 10% interest rate | Retail price of R215 900 | Total cost of R280 524 | Retail price in 
accordance with 1 September 2015 price list. Price excludes "on-the-road" costs | Terms and Conditions apply | Features are model-specific and may vary. 
Deal is subject to credit approval terms and conditions of Renault Financial Services. A product of Wesbank. A division of FirstRand Bank Limited. An Authorised 
Financial Services and Credit provider. NCRCP20. 


www.renault.co.za 
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DRIVES. 


1 1 new cars driven, starring Merc A-Class, G-Class, Audi A4, 
Q7, BMW 7 Series, McLaren 675LT, Jaguar XE and more 

MERCEDES-AMG A45 4MATIC [ 


Blatmobile 

Is Mercedes-AMG worried about a certain pair of RS-badged 
hatches from Ford and Audi? It possibly is, which explains why 
there’s a new one, with even more power. Ray Leathern went 
en, Germany, to drive it 


I MITATION IS THE sincerest form of 
flattery, as the saying goes. Even 
starchy collared AMG management 
mustVe felt quite chuffed when both 
Audi and Ford dropped pumped-up, 
AWD hot hatches to challenge the three- 
year reign of their A45 uber-hatch 
Kommandant AMG’s riposte is both a 
strategic and pragmatic one. On aesthetics 
alone it barely touches sides with the MAYA 
(Most Advanced Yet Acceptable} principle, 
and, eye-catching tail-lights aside, sussing 
out the styling tweaks to the allegedly ‘more 
arrow-shaped’ front bumper is real Inspector 
Clouseau magnifying glass stuff. Thankfully 
much advancement has indeed taken place 
underneath the skin. 

The engine is the same hand-built, two-time 
International Engine of the Year-winning 
four-pot found in Merc-AMG’s compact 
line-up but now warmed to iSokW and 
475Nm thanks to an ECU tweak. This ensures 
retention of the all-important title as the most 
powerful series production four-cylinder 
engine in the world. The resulting schnell is 
impressive too: a sizable o.4sec faster than its 
predecessor, with a claimed sprint to lookph in 
just 4.2 seconds. Yes, you’ll be sticking with 
BMW M5S between the lights in your compact 
hatch. However, as we found out on country 
roads north of Dresden, a good of 245kph blat 
down unrestricted Autobahn and several laps 
of the Euro Speedway Lausitz race track, 
Mercedes-AMG has pulled off the uncanny 





A-Class 

2016 


of 


S TUTTGART SPENT little time 

procrastinating over its A-Class 
- the hatch that departed 
radically from its predecessor 
in 2012 and brought a youthful audience 
back to Mercedes-Benz has seen over 
463000 units sold worldwide. This, 
despite being widely criticised for a 
less than Sta-Soft-like ride quality. The 
class of 2016 gets minor changes such 
as a new ‘diamond’ grille, tail-lights 
and pipes, an increase in power and 
efficiency, but most importantly, a Dynamic 
Select program offering four modes: 
Comfort, Sport, Eco and Individual. These 
don’t adjust the ride quality however; 
you’ll need to fork over extra money for 


the privilege of adaptive dampers with 
electronically actuated valves working 
independently to control the flow of oil 
in each shock absorber. On the whole 
it’s probably money worth spending 
because sampling a 130kW/300Nm A220d 
(note Mercedes’ move away from GDI), 
in a canter along the scenic river Elbe in 
Germany the old car’s choppy ride felt like 
a thing of the past. The Dynamic Select 
does bring with it other issues though: like 
how in Sport mode it raises the volume 
of the 2.1-litre diesel a little more than is 
strictly necessary or pleasant. We can’t 
tell you how a boggo A200 rides without 
the adaptive dampers, but we’ll know soon 
enough as the first units arrive early 2016. 



trick of not just making it more muscly but 
more comfortable on-road too. Granted, the 
roads in Germany are smoother than a world 
champion stonemason’s greatest work, so I 
can t say the battering ride of yore is gone 
completely until we try it on local asphalt next 
year, but in comfort mode you can glide along 
happily without suffering a compacted 
vertebra. Equally, the DCT’s third to seventh 
gear ratios have been stacked more closely for a 
smoother transition between low and high 
speeds, all without changing the combined 
cycle fuel consumption figure of b.ql/iookm. 

Arm the A45’s Dynamic Select 
to the new Race program 


We shouldn’t be 
seduced by brash 
spoilers, bumpers 
and tailpieces, but... 


Catch our A45 AMG 
video online at: 
topcar.co.za/ 
mercedes-benz/ 
video-201 6-merc- 
amg-a45-on-track 



behind DTM Legend Bernd Schneider 
setting a furious pace in an AMG GT 
Edition i, and feel the hatch turn from 
sophisticated cruiser to tar-churning limpet 
mine. With the optional Dynamic Plus 
package that equips adaptive dampers and a 
mechanical LSD up front, corner exit 
traction is breathtaking. . . for the first few 
laps anyway. But as the Dunlops get hot up 
front, having no doubt suffered at the hands 
of a few journalists over the launch, the 
A45 ’s proclivity to understeer is 
undeniable... perhaps even a little 
accelerated by the extra ponies now 
channelled to the ground. Normally this is 
no problem as you slack off the go pedal to 
allow the whole shooting match to swing 
back in line, or employ a trailing brake all 
the way to the apex, but on this day the mad 
Merc just wouldn’t unhook from its nose- 
heavy trajectory. The A45’s lack of 
adjustability at this point makes me 
question its out-and-out track credentials. As 
the session progressed the challenge in 
lapping quickly became pre-empting the 
severity of understeer and riding it out with 
as much speed as possible all the way to 
corner exit without gathering up too much 
kerb in the process. Despite this the new 
A45 AMG is still seriously fast on circuit, 
giving up surprisingly little ground to an 
AMG GT at full cry. However, certainly on 
the evidence of our Lausitzring laps, it feels 
like Mercedes’ chase for top billing on the 
dynamometer hasn’t just pushed its M133 
engine nearer its limits but it’s pushed the 
handling about as far as it’ll go as well, ca 

Mercedes-AMG A45 4Matic 

> Price (from) R687884 > Engine 1 991cc 4cyl turbo, 
280kW @ eOOOrpm, 475Nm @ 2250-5000rpm > 
Transmission seven-speed dual clutch, all-wheel 
drive Suspension MacPherson strut front, multi-link 
rear Length/Width/Height 4367/1 780/1 417mm 

> Weight 1 555kg > Performance 4.2sec O-IOOkph, 
250kph top speed (limited), 6.9^/100km, 162g/km CO 2 

> On Saie January 2016 
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site, and it’s still growing in 
popularity with a 20 per cent sales 
increase year-on-year - order 
books extend well into 2016. 

We had the rare treat of visiting 
the manufacturing plant in Graz, 
before driving up the famous 
Schdckl Mountain - a 
loo-year-old proving ground for 4x4s and a 
test track that sees G- Classes traversing up and 
down it every single day Quite what they’re 
testing, I don’t know, because as the head of 
G- Class Dr. Guthenke says, ‘we dare not mess 
with an icon’. Clearly, the recipe for G- Class is 
proudly and deliberately unchanged. Although 
that’s not strictly true because the standard 
G- Class does move away from the Professional 
model’s utilitarian look and feel, getting a 
modified bumper as per the AMG models and 
beneath the hand-built body the engines and 
tech have been comprehensively overhauled. 
The SA market gets a new Euro-6 compliant 
V6 diesel with i8okW/6ooNm in the 35od and 
the Kenny Kunene-spec 
42okW/76oNm 5.5-litre V8 G 63 
AMG for a cool R2.i5m. It’s the 
latest generation ESP, ASR, ABS 
and eco stop/start systems retrofitted 
to it that make all the difference to 
daily driving, as well as convenience 
and luxury features like Distronic 
cruise control, lane departure 
warning and a new 11.4cm 
multifunction display. The end result 
of all this modernising of a 
36-year-old vehicle? On-road it’s still 
no comfort-cruiser like the unitary- 


construction GEE. Slack steering, 2.6-tonne 
kerbweight and solid axles with torsion bar 
stabilisers front and rear put paid to that 
notion, underlined by a constant wobble on 
even the smoothest Austrian asphalt. However, 
on the roughness of Schockl, the ride quality, 
remarkably, remains exactly the same. On the 
wheel-travel-testing trail the G- Class feels 
weapons-grade tough and its off-road 
capability virtually limitless. Slippery and 
jagged rock surfaces are no match for its three, 
locking differentials, 30-degree-plus approach 
and departure angles and 213mm ground 
clearance. And once we’d played off-road with 
it all the way to the top of the mountain, our 
Austrian instructor Dietmar 
took over the driver’s seat and 
drove it back down the trail like 
a man possessed. Catching air 
over the obstacles we’d carefully 
traversed slow-as-possible, fast- 
as-necessary style. Mercedes- 
Benz reckons the G- Class is 
‘the most limitless off-road- 
capable vehicle ever made.’ On 
the evidence of my experience 
in the latest iteration, I have no 
reason to doubt them, ca 
O Ray(a)TopCar 


HIGHS 

The summit of 
Mount Schockl, or 
any other mountain 

LOWS 

Keeping down your 
schnitzel on the way 
down 

VERDICT 

Not cheap but cool 
and capable in equal 
measure 


Y OU’LL HAVE NO doubt noticed 
the shift in Mercedes-Benz’s 
SUV-naming convention this 
year. By the end of 2015 the GL 
will be replaced by the GLS, M- 
Class has already become GEE, the same car 
with parts of its rear end lopped off is a GEE 
Coupe, the more compact GLK is now a GLC, 
and the ‘my first Merc SUV’ is of course the 
GLA. That’s more letter rearranging than a 
weekend scrabble marathon at your grandma’s 
house but there is one exception to all this: the 
G- Class. And it’s an exception in more ways 
than just its badge. Thirty-six years in 
production at the Magna Steyr facility in 
Austria, each of the 68 cars produced every day 
is still hand-built with the help of 6400 
manual welds to its steel ladderframe chassis. 
All leather and upholstery work is still done on 

o 

Deploy the 
lockers! With 
the help of 
these three 
buttons 
there’s 
absolutely 
no obstacle 
the new 
G-Class 
can’t cross 


Mercedes-Benz G350d 

> Price R1 418 000 > Engine 2987cc V6 turbodiesel, 
180kW@3600rpm, 600Nm@1600-2400rpm 

> Transmission 7-speed auto, all-wheel drive 

> Suspension Rigid axle, trailing arms with torsion 
bar stabilisers front and rear > Length/width/ 
height 4764/1867/1954mm > Performance 8.8sec 
O-IOOkph, 192kph, 9.9£/100km, 261g/km CO 2 >Weight 
2612kg > On saie Now 
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INCORPORATED AFRICA 


(§) brembo. 


official partner 


THE BEST FOR YOUR BRAKING SYSTEM 


Over 100 different compounds, researched to satisfy the specific requirements of every 
application, ensure the original Brembo brake pads deliver maximum safety, 

performance and comfort. 



For more information on our new extensive range of Brembo Brake Pads.call your nearest PIA branch today. 

www.bremboparts.com 


PIA branches: 


BloemfontBin 

fe!: (051 1 506-0700 
Fox: (051 i 447-8336 

Cape Town 

Tei; (0211590-7500 
Fox: (0211591-5033 


Durban 

Tel: (0311533-5300 
Fox; (0311569-6576 

East London 

Tel: (0431 703-8000 
Fox: (0431743-8418 


George 

Tel: (0441874-4175 
Fox; (0441874-3706 

Johannesburg 

Tel: (01 1)879-6000 
Fox; (011)454-0200 


Nelspruit 

Tel; (013)752-4821 
Fox; (013)752-4869 

Port Elizabeth 

Tel; (0411390-3000 
Fox: (041)373-0090 


Pretoria 

Tel: (012)377-7500 
Fox: (012)377-3896 
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AUDI A4 1 

Turn up 
the hush 

Yes, the new Audi A4 is still engaged in the 
age-old driving dynamics battle, but it may 
just have won the refinement war 


glasshouse is too familiar never leaves but it s the sharpness of the details 
that slice into your subconscious - the laser-precise crease lines, crisp 
grille surround and headlights so bladelike they’d make a Stanley knife 
proud. As for those lamp units, bi-Xenons are standard; option up to LED 
or, even better, all-dancing LED Matrix with dynamic turn signals. 
Include the twin ice-climbing axe DRL signatures and you have a set of 
exterior details that are truly cutting edge. Still, the new car does look its 
best in Ara Blue paint on 19s wearing either the Design Line or Sport 
Line style packs. 

Chunky, side-hinged door handles open to reveal a cabin that feels 
immediately roomier, vastly more sophisticated and, unbelievably, even 
better built. There’s zero chance of mistaking this cabin for the old one. 
Again, it’s the details that shine: slimmer, more horizontal dashboard 
architecture and seats that ratchet down really low boost headroom up 
front while the use of the VW Group’s MLB Evo platform provides a 
longer wheelbase (up 12mm} and the rear legroom to make an XE blush 

- up 23mm over last year’s A4. There’s loads of intriguing design 
elements such as the full-width air vent strip, frameless rear view mirror, 
Thor’s hammer S tronic selector, H VAC toggles with haptic menu 
response and a wide selection of leather, open-pore wood and aluminium 
trim combinations. It’s all very easy on the eye this interior although a 
thoughtfully and expensively specced C- Class has a tad more wow factor 

- Audi’s plastic Bang & Olufsen speaker covers look decidedly ordinary 
compared with the exquisite metal Burmester items in the Merc. Where 
Audi hits back hard is with an unmatched level of fit and finish, then 
plays its Virtual Cockpit trump card - a configurable digital instrument 
panel as seen on the TT, R8 and Qy. 

Much more has trickled down from the Qy, too, including the latest 
iterations of MMI Navigation Plus and MMI touch, Audi Phone Box with 
inductive charging for compatible handsets, LTE network transmission, 
WiPi hotspot and Audi’s removable rear seat entertainment tablet as well as 
a whole host of driver assistance systems. Headline partial autonomy ► 


I ’M ON THE plane to Italy thinking how the last 18 months has 
been a celebration of the compact executive sedan. Eirst came the 
new C-Class, followed by the Jaguar XE and rejigged 3 Series 
- excellent cars, all. Now it is Audi’s turn and two things amuse 
me. You take seven years to develop a new car that looks so 
similar to the old one, and then you launch it in Venice where the 
speed limit is ykph and the ‘roads’ are more suited to Bond’s Esprit. 

Okay, so Venice is merely the metaphorical backdrop for the 
launch, the driving is to take place in the hills around Susegana, a 
short drive from Venice’s Marco Polo airport. As for the same-again 
looks, my perceptions of the ninth generation Aq’s exterior aesthetics 
begin to transform quite quickly. Sure, the nagging feeling that the 
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' glasshouse is too familiar 
never leaves but it’s the ' 
"sharpness of the details that 
slice into your subconscious. 
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options include park assist, active lane keeping, adaptive 
cruise control with auto stop-and-go, collision avoidance 
and a navigation-enabled predictive efficiency assistant that 
uses gradient data, traffic sign recognition and radar to 
determine the most efficient way to drive any particular 
stretch of road. Basically, it’ll drive itself provided you give 
the steering wheel a tweak every few seconds. It works 
perfectly, slowing the car for an approaching traffic circle or 
unseen intersection with uncanny accuracy. All of which 
frees more cerebral capacity to enjoy the A4’s most 
impressive new feature - relative silence. Audi has truly 
turned up the hush, primarily with the aid of clever noise 
cancellation, while clinical aero work has resulted in a drag 
co-efficient of just 0.23. So it’s slipperier than an eel in oil 
but what’s it like to drive? 

For starters, the all-new electromechanical steering is a 
delight. Now positioned parallel to the steering column, a 
3.5kg-lighter motor reduces initial steering inertia for 
increased responsiveness and accuracy. This, in 
combination with a lighter five-link front suspension 
design, stiffer monocoque and a maximum reduction of 
110kg in kerbweight means the stodgy feel of older Aqs 
has been banished for good. And so is the wooden ride. 

Pick from four suspension options: base cars use fixed 
rate monotube shock absorbers in two ride heights: 
standard and 23mm-lower Sport. Our launch cars were all 


o 

Unmatched fit 
and finish, but 
you might be too 
busy staring at the 
digital instrument 
panel to notice 


HVAC toggles 
feature haptic 
menu response. 
Rear quarters put 
Jag XE to shame 


fitted with adaptive dampers, available in 
Comfort (-lomm) and Sport (-23mm) settings. 
We’d opt for the Comfort which still offers a 
decent spread of variable stiffness via the usual 
Drive Select modes without compromising the 
ride height as much. 

While Audi AG made a bit of noise about 
retaining six- cylinder engines in its core model 
lineup, we won’t be getting them. That goes for 
Quattro as well. SA’s four-ringers can however 
look forward to the quietest, most refined four- 
cylinder diesel engine we’ve ever driven in the 
form of a iqokW 2.0-litre TDI. The motor’s 
astonishing fuel efficiency - we recorded low 
fives without even trying - doesn’t come at the 
expense of performance either pulling strongly 
from fourth at very low revs. A second 2.0TDI 
detuned to iiokW completes the diesel offering. 
Petrolheads get to pick from a iiokW 1.4-litre 
turbo or a i4okW 2.0 -litre turbo. All will arrive coupled 
with seven-speed S tronic transmissions although the 1.4 
can be had in six-speed manual as well. A 1400 in an A4? 
You bet, and it makes for a very handy entry-level motor, 
never once feeling overwhelmed or underendowed. 

Getting into a debate about which of the German trio 
provides more thrills at the limits of adhesion is best left 
to an appropriate Top Car giant test. All three can be 
happily hustled along a mountain pass at speeds that 
would fry the tyres not to mention the brains of many 
owners. What this new Audi undoubtedly excels at is 
providing an unusually quiet and sophisticated driving 
experience packaged within a high-tech cabin built vault- 
tight. While its outer shell may appear somewhat familiar 
from afar, from behind the wheel it feels like no A4 before 
it. It’s as if Audi has spent years buffing and polishing 
every aspect of mechanical refinement into a high sheen. 
Oh wait, they have. . . 

The A4 needed to be good; instead it’s brilliant, ca 


Audi A4 2.0 TDi 

> Price Not yet > Engine 1968cc 16v 4cyl turbodiesel 
140kW @ 3 SOOrpm, 400Nnn @ 1 750-3 OOOrpm > Transmission 
7-speed dual-clutch, fwd > Suspension Five-link front, five-link 
rear, adaptive dampers > Performance O-IOOkph in 7.7sec, 

237kph, 4.3^/100km, 113g C02/km > Length/Width/Height 
4726/1842/1427mm > Kerbweight 1480kg > On saie Jan/Feb 2016 



lHTH42ai' 


Truly quiet, 
tech-laden and 
supremely refined 


LOWS 

Instantly familiar 
looks 


VERDICT 

The A4 that acts like 
an A8. Superb 
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An offer this good deserves your attention 
no matter what. 


With capped price servicing* there has never been a better time to let the people who built your 
car, look after it. Our proven expertise, quality Volkswagen parts and top-class Customer care 
means you'll notice the difference at Volkswagen Service. So, bring your car home, to where it 
all began and keep your Volkswagen a Volkswagen. Contact your nearest Volkswagen Dealer 
for more information. 


*Prices reflected are capped retail prices at participating dealers nationwide and include VAT, parts and labour. Offer valid 
14 July 2014 - 31 December 2015. Terms and conditions apply. Contact your nearest Volkswagen Dealership or visit 
vw.co.za for more information. 


Nobody knows your Volkswagen better than we do. 



Quality Safety Customer Care Volkswagen Parts Expertise 


VOLKSWAGEN 

SERVICE 



Das Auto. 






BMW 7 SERIES 

Back to the future 

Cars come no more old school than this, another vast luxury 
saloon from Germany. But when they’re as good as the sixth- 
generation 7 Series, who needs revolution? 


UP AGAINST 

BETTER THAN 

Mercedes-Benz S-Class 

Ifyou enjoy driving 

WOR$ETHAN 

Rolls-Royce Ghost 

But then the Roiier’s severai times the price 


F or what is, m principle if not 

execution, one of the most traditional 
and conservative of cars, the new 7 
Series is pretty adept at prompting 
bouts of child-like wonder. Not merely from 
the effortless, polished powertrain, the 
library- at-midnight near-silence of the cabin 
or the impressively nuanced chassis - they’re 
almost givens on BMW’s flagship - but for 
the arsenal of impressively resolved 
technology packaged into its vast steel, 
aluminium, magnesium and now 
carbonfibre structure. 

An example. You’re firing down a stretch of 
gently undulating dual- carriageway, your 
surroundings of lacquered wood, baby-soft 
leather and cool aluminium made more 
inviting still by the evening light’s warm 
colour palette. The vivid head-up display 
details your next move via a crystal-clear 
map. Up front, the car’s kidney grilles open 
and close to balance a low-drag nose with 
cooling demands. Cruise control is setting 
your speed, just as Lane Departure Warning 
assist, linked to the 7’s now electric power- 
steering, is keeping you on the straight and 
narrow. Sounds serene but there’s a problem 


- Sweet Child o' Minds solo is moments away 
and it’s threatened by both insufficient 
volume and an incoming call. So you reach 
into thin air and, with a curt swipe in front 
of the iDrive display, decline the call. You 
then straighten your index figure, as if 
pointing at the screen, and rotate it 
clockwise. On screen the Bower & Wilkins 
volume display appears and ramps up to 
loud, to better broadcast the strains of the 
Gibson Les Paul. Is gesture control any safer 
or easier than twirling a knob? Debatable, 
but turning a volume knob doesn’t make you 
smile inside. 

Another one. You’re running 
late for your flight and the only 
parking bay is tight, too tight to 
comfortably climb from the 
broad-of-beam 7. So you park in 
front of the empty bay, jump out 
and use the car’s iPad-esque 
wonder-key to bring up the 
remote park function. Now watch 
as your driver-less car uses its 
cameras and PDC sensors to 


drive into the bay. Turn off the 
engine, grab your case and you’re 


HIGHS 

Dynamic flair, tech, 
deeply satisfying 
quality 

I^LOWS 

Dull exterior styling, 
porky steering 
wheel 

1^ VERDICT 

Serious saloon 
brilliance 


gone. Struck down with OCD just minutes 
later - did you lock it? Check on the key, 
while also glancing at remaining fuel range 
and the status of the lights. And if you’re 
really bored you can programme the climate 
control to kick in ten minutes before you get 
back to the car tomorrow. 

The new 7 Series is BMW’s reconciling of a 
potentially outdated concept - a three-box 
luxo-barge - with the 21st century’s idea of 
luxury. Does luxury still mean 
floor-to- ceiling leather and 
carpet of sufficient depth to 
conceal a cat? Apparently so, 
but it’s also about choice, and 
about taking the compromise 
out of mutually exclusive 
attributes such as performance 
and efficiency, agility and a 
plush ride, serene isolation 
(Executive Lounge Seating 
lets you get almost horizontal 
in the back seat, all the better 
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Long-wheelbase cars (not 
pictured) add 140mm of 
legroom, for the comfort of 
backseat supermodels 


iDrive display can summon 
a 3D image of the car and 
its surroundings, for black- 
belt parking manoeuvres 




to gaze at the Skylounge roof) and 
being connected (inductive phone 
charging, 4G Wi-Fi), and having a 
car that’s almost autonomous with 
assist systems but that doesn’t also 
require a six-week pre-flight 
training course. 

H o 

With self-levelling air suspension 
and electro -mechanical anti-roll 
bars (more efficient and faster- 
acting than hydraulics), the 7 can 
be both an engaging cross-country 
ally and a serene, road-smothering 
limo. In Comfort Plus the 7 feels 
S- Class comfortable, though it also 
feels every inch and kilogram of its size and 
bulk, particularly in long-wheelbase form. 
But in Sport, which tenses the chassis and 
drops it lower over the wheels, the 7 delivers 
driving dynamics beyond those of the 
Mercedes, with tight, confidence-inspiring 
body control and steering that, while hardly 
sparkling thanks to the needlessly chubby 
rim, is nevertheless direct and encouraging. 

Perhaps remarkably given the complexity 
of the chassis’ mechanical and electronic 
systems the big BMW boasts clear lines of 
communication to each corner of the car, 
letting you drive with confidence on roads 
you’d expect to tie a limo in knots. 

The profligate and oil-allergic can opt for 
the iqokW 3.0-litre petrol with its claimed 
7.if /100km. But most buyers will go for the 
73od. On paper its peak power figure of 
iq^kW looks a little limp for a car of this size 
but it never feels that way on the road, its 
ever-present torque - GioNm from looorpm 
- and the Skynet-clever eight-speed auto 
’box working to deliver ample performance 
(6.isec o-iookph) without so much as a 
suggestion of strain. The hushed, refined 


diesel is a fine fit for the car and the 
automatic gearbox similarly talented, 
whether it’s shuffling into higher ratios 
imperceptibly or responding to your urgent 
tugs on the downshift paddle. That said the 
7 Series doesn’t encourage much interaction 
with the latter, not least because, with the 
diesel’s muted soundtrack, it’s easy to 
blunder into the rev limiter. 

Better to sit back and let the car’s far bigger 
brain take up the slack, and when you do, 
the intrinsic rightness of the 7’s cabin makes 
itself known. Some buyers, particularly 
those with no intention of ever driving, will 
prefer the S- Class’s lounge-like interior, but 
for clarity, ease-of-use and sophistication, 
the more car-like but equally artful 7 cabin 
wins. Yes it’s an obvious evolution of all that 
has gone before, and of the inside of 
Munich’s smaller contemporary saloons, but 
what price an all-pervading sense of 
calmness and order despite the car’s myriad 
systems and almost infinite scope for 
personalisation, from fragrance to severity 
of back massage? 


The traditional iDrive controller accesses 
most functions, now with a trackpad top 
that allows for pinch-zooming and swipe - 
scrolling of maps. It’s backed up by voice and 
aforementioned gesture control, touch 
elements to the climate control and a few 
logically ordered buttons. Sounds like a 
multi-media horror show; works beautifully. 

Need to spend a good chunk of your life on 
the road? This is the car to do it in. For all its 
innovative, mostly brilliant new systems, the 
7 remains a compelling driving machine, 
one able to morph at will between leather- 
lined isolation chamber and rewarding, 
communicative sports saloon. And that’s not 
something that’s likely to go out of fashion 
anytime soon. 

BEN MILLER 


BMW730d 

> Price R1 346629 > Engine 2993cc 24v inline six, 
195kW@4000rpnn, 620Nnn@2000-2500rpnn 

> Transmission Eight-speed auto, rear-wheel drive 

> Performance 6.1sec O-IOOkph, 250kph (limited), 
4.7t/100km, 124g/km CO 2 > Weight 1755kg 

>On saie Jan 2016 
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MCLAREN 675LT 

Fast Darwinism 




LOWER BURNING THAN 

one of those unfeasibly slothful 
fuses on a TV-movie stick of 
dynamite, McLaren’s Super 
Series range has finally exploded 
into true greatness with the introduction of 
the 675LT. Somehow managing to blend the 
raw dynamism of a full-on track machine 
with most of the civility of the 650S, it packs 
the best power- to -weight ratio in its class 
and a kick like a railway gun when the 
turbos get going. If big brother Pi had a 
collar, he’d be nervously tugging it away 
from his neck right now. 

The LT stands for Longtail, and the car is 
McLaren’s answer to the likes of the 
Lamborghini Superleggera and Porsche GT3 


McLaren 675LT 

> Price POA > Engine 3799cc 32v V8, 
496kW@7100rpm, 700Nm@5500-6500rpm 

> Transmission Seven-speed dual-clutch, rear- 
wheel drive >Suspension Double wishbone front 
and rear > Performance 2.9sec O-IOOkph, 329kph, 
11.8£/100km, 275g/km CO 2 >Weight 1 328kg 

> On sale Now 


sub-brands. The name’s ^ 
derived from the mighty ^ 
late ’90s Fi Longtail racers, 
but don’t take it too literally. 

Yes, the rear bodywork aft of the 
B -pillars is all new - and all carbon - and 
the rear airbrake is half as big again, but the 
name is less about extra inches and more 
about the original Longtail’s tweaked 
drivetrain, chassis and aerodynamics, 
implemented to keep the Fi competitive in 
the years following the ’95 24 Hours of Le 
Mans win. 

The 650 S is already a bit of a weapon. 
McLaren could have just tweaked the 
3.8-litre V8’s ECU and exhaust to unleash a 
few more ponies, nuked a few kilos of 
soundproofing and made an easy killing. 
Instead, one third of the components that 
make up the 650 S were changed to create 
the 675. Half of the engine parts are new. No 
wonder it costs Rs-^m, Ri.im more than the 
base 650. 

You’d pay a good chunk of that just for 
visual improvements, never mind that the 
new front splitter, side skirts the rear end’s 


W diffuser and larger 
^ airbrake contribute to a 40 
per cent improvement in 
downforce. Predictably, every 
pretty new part has a purpose: the 
swollen rear arches cover side -mounted 
radiators twisted outwards to improve 
cooling. The wheels are McLaren’s lightest 
yet, even lighter than Pi’s. The rear window 
is polycarbonate, slotted along each side to 
let heat from the engine bay escape. 

Enough with the drooling. Let’s drop into 
the carbon-backed bucket. The standard 
slim one fitted me perfectly, but there’s a 
wider alternative for the stouter of frame, or 
you can always wimp out and get the 
standard comfort seats if your girth is the 
sort that necessitates buying adjacent seats 
on every plane ride. In that case, both seat 
choice and driver would be a shame when 
McLaren’s engineers turned the car inside 
out trying to save a gram at every turn to 
shred 100kg from a car that weighed a scant 
1428kg to begin with. 

That included the engine, whose 
lightweight internals and faster 


Talented 650S evolves into magnificence 


WORSE THAN 

McLaren PI 

But It’s closer than you might think 

WE'D BUY 

McLaren 675LT 
Except they’re all sold 



ITOSMCL 




turbochargers give it a sharper edge than 
the modest i8kW (for 675PS, a devilish 
496kW} power increase might suggest. But 
factor in the 100kg weight reduction and 
you’re looking at a mammoth 43ikW per 
tonne - more than a Porsche 918 Spyder can 
boast about. 

Call for all of it at lower revs and there’s a 
momentary pause, as if the car is asking ‘are 
you sure?’ before all hell breaks loose. It 
could seem crude coming off the back of 
Ferrari’s impressively near zero -lag atmo- 
aping 488 GTB, if it wasn’t such brilliant 
fun to feel this morning’s breakfast 
catapulting itself worryingly in the wrong 
direction along your digestive tract when 
you send the full yooNm to the rear tyres. 
The aero mods actually make the 675 skph 
slower than the 333kph 630 S at the very top 
end, but its 2.9sec o-iookph and 7.9sec 
o-2ookph numbers are one-tenth and five- 
tenths of a second quicker. 

But you’ll likely feel the new quicker-ratio 
steering kick before you feel the engine do 
the same. Even allowing for the LT’s 
stickier Pirelli Trofeo tyres, the minute you 
roll away from standstill you notice the 
steering feels wildy different to the 630’s. 
Meatier, more accurate. More deflection 
from road irregularities too, but hugely 
feelsome, and connecting you to a front end 
that no one seems to have taught how to 
understeer. You can 
downgrade the 


tyres to less tacky 
Pirellis if you want 
more wet weather 
security, but you’d 
be robbing the LT 
of one of its best 
tools, like asking 
Jimmy Page to play 


C HIGHS 

Faster, more 
focused, better 
looking 

LOWS 

Expensive, all sold 

VERDICT 

Pauper’s P1 


o 

Ultra-light wheels 
part of obsessive 
weight-saving 
programme. Step 
away from the 
steak sandwich 

Stairway... with 
a mandolin. 

Out on the road 
the LT lacks the 
sublime small bump 
absorption of the 
630 S but counters with 
better body control from 
suspension stiffened 27 per 
cent at the front end and 60 per cent 
at the rear. Apparently a faction within 
McLaren was surprised how supple the car 
felt at the handling targets they’d set and 
wondered if they should make it stiffen Sense 
prevailed, fortunately. As it stands, the LT 
feels epic on A-roads, and still useable in 
town. But it’s most at home on the race track. 

That much we expected. The sheer speed, 
stability, the colossal braking power, is all the 
stuff McLaren has offered from the start. But 
this time there’s an open invitation to be a bit 


of a hooligan too. 

The new ESP mode 
(now decoupled 
from three- 
position 

Handling mode) 
encourages 
sideways silliness; 
the burnout mode 
begs you to lay 
elevens. This car is 
about McLaren 
waking up to the fact 
that supercars are 
emotional purchases. Lap times 
matter, but showing off is a big part of 
the draw. 

With an eye on maintaining exclusivity, 
McLaren is limiting production to 300 units, 
all coupes, and all probably sold by the time 
you read this. But this isn’t the last of the 
Longtail, execs hinting that the brand will be 
rolled out to the new 370 S junior supercar 
family. We haven’t even driven that yet, but 
this first Longtail has us dribbling like 
infants at the prospect of a 390LT. 

CHRIS CHILTON 
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Jaguar banishes all memories of the X-Type with a characterful little purrer, one that s 
not averse to baring its fangs. Expensive though. By Peter Frost 


X -TYPE IS NOT a car Jaguar 
wants you to remember - the 
Ford Mondeo-based, 
Liverpudlian alley cat, though no 
dog, was hardly Jag’s finest hour, 
as good an example of badge engineering as 
you’ll find in automotive history. Still, it sets 
the bar for the successor, albeit fairly low. 
Hardly surprising then that the new cat is 
heaps better, a pedigree puss, mixing easily 
with the larger, more affluent Jaguar family. 

Ian Callum’s family resemblance is 
immediately obvious in the XE, from the 
hang-dog inverted J-Blade running lights at 
the front, the hollow grille, to the vaguely 
coupe-like profile and the E-Type inspired 
rear lights. But it’s not going to stop traffic 
this design - it’s too important to be 
anything but largely conventional - and 
conservative Lexus/Audi/Merc/BMW three - 
box-sedan owners will, for the most part, 
appreciate that. For the rest of us, there’s less 
pizazz than expected, elements of all four 
competitors obvious from various angles. 
Inside the story is the same, the sister XF’s 
Sub-Continental bling muted so as not to 
frighten the office workers. That means a 
less ostentatious matt finish where chrome 
once predominated. Look closely and there 
are the ubiquitous Land Rover parts - the 
switchgear and the door raisers most 
notably, suggesting that indeed this is set to 
be Jaguar’s volume seller - at least overseas. 
Other materials confirm that; the 
instrument binnacle is hard and borderline 
nasty; indeed, across the fleet, JLR are 
becoming masters of the art of ‘perceived 
quality’, a euphemism for skin deep. 


Something to watch. Notable too is the space 
issue. XE is a cosy place to be, too much so in 
the back, and the high waistline and low 
roofline add to an increasingly 
contemporary sense of confinement. Up 
front the relationship of seat to dash and 
transmission tunnel is also snug, especially 
for the larger driver, and headroom when a 
sunroof is fitted, is particularly tight. 

Visible materials may be veneer, but the 
tech is genuinely penetrating - on the road 
JLR’s rear-wheel drive engineering efforts 
are rewarded with a remarkably composed 
drive, both comfortable and dynamically 
involving. Again, this is the Holy Grail of 
middle-income motoring - excite but don’t 
alienate. Job done. The electric steering is 
sharp and direct, the integral link rear 
suspension is planted and confident and the 
double wishbone front suspension, largely 
aluminium, is quite simply superb, ensuring 
millimetre-precise turn in, even at crazy 
speeds. The chassis as a whole engenders 
the kind of confidence that allows for 
spirited weekend sorties down twisty 
mountain passes, just for the hell of it. 

Allied to the lovely chassis is a range of 
new and old engines, flagshipped by the 
venerable 25okW/45oNm, 3.0 -litre 
supercharged V6 which bellows like a 
buffalo and charges just so. Huge fun. 
Surprisingly close behind it in the fun stakes 
is the flexible new i32kW/43oNm, 2.0 -litre 
diesel engine, well mated to both 8-speed 
automatic gearbox and chassis. Its reduced 
mass means yet better elasticity, always an 
oil burner’s forte. The result is a supple, 
athletic car, impressively economical and 


one that feels far faster than its figures 
suggest. It’s the one to have, all things 
considered. Next to these two starlets the 
i77kW/34oNm 2.0 -litre petrol engine can’t 
compete, feeling neither particularly 
responsive nor engaging, despite its 
seductive o-iookph on-paper times. 
Disappointing then, given the dynamics of 
an otherwise carefully crafted XE 
powertrain package. 

And now the bad news. Volume seller it 
may be overseas, but XE will be decidedly 
premium here, given the vagaries of the 
exchange rate and the lack of JLR local 
production duty reductions. So the XE starts 
at R534800 and rises to a stratospheric 
R908 100 - F-Type territory - even before 
you begin with the niceties of the options 
list. That’s roughly Rio ok dearer than the 
equivalent Germans through the range. Is it 
worth that much more? For the base model 
diesel arguably (tantalisingly available with 
a manual gearbox). Better idea however is to 
pop down and buy one of the run out XFs. 

The new (much more expensive) model 
arrives early next year, but until then the 
XE’s big brother is a real steal - a 3.0 
Supercharged R- Sport can be yours for R83k 
less than its similar- engined kid brother. 

How’s that for sibling rivalry? E3 
O(a)pefrost 

Jaguar XE 2.0D Prestige 

> Price R590400 > Engine 1999cc Acyl turbodiesel, 
132kW@4000rpm, 430Nm@1750 - 2500rpm > 
Transmission eight-speed automatic, rear-wheel 
drive > Suspension double wishbone front, integral link 
rear > Length/width/height 4672/ 2 075/1 416mm 

> Weight 1 565kg > Performance 7.8sec O-IOOkph, 
228kph, 4.2E/100km, 109g/km C02 > On saie Now 
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BENAULTSPORT CLIO 220 TROPHYP 

Sadly not the 
winner’s Trophy 

They could have saved the Clio RS by junking the auto 
'box. Instead they fiddled, and it isn’t enough 



P OOR OLD RENAULTSPORT. 

Everyone’s a bit down on the 
current Clio RS, and that’s partly 
the fault of the old one. Because it 
was brilliant. Revvily, frantically brilliant. 
And the new one, with its bigger body, 
smaller (turbocharged) engine, softer set-up 
and fashionable - yet not universally 
popular - paddleshift gearbox simply can’t 
feel quite as special. 

Here’s Dieppe’s first attempt at a patch: the 
harder, faster Trophy version. Even that’s a 
badge with baggage, as it follows in the 
gently smoking tyre tracks of the rabid 2005 
Clio Renaultsport 182 Trophy and totally 
track-minded Megane Renaultsport 265 and 
275 Trophies - adrenaline-soaked, absorbing 
hot hatches all. Good job the suspension’s 
firmer to carry all that weight of expectation. 



Gearchanges are faster, there’s more power 
and stiffer suspension. Should have worked... 


‘Trophyising’ the Clio RS has involved a 
multitude of alterations, headlined by a 10 
per cent power increase to i62kW courtesy 
of a new, faster-spinning turbo, altered 
exhaust, redesigned air intake and fiddled- 
with management software. 

The suspension’s stiffer and lower (by 
20mm at the front, 10mm at the rear), the 
steering ratio’s quicker and the tyres stickier 
Michelin Pilot Super Sports. 

Simply installing a clutch pedal and 
manual gearbox would probably have done 
more to appease the critics, but no doubt that 
would have added cost, production line 
complexity and been a most un-Napoleonic 
admission of defeat. So the paddles are still 
there but they now swap the gears faster - up 
to 50 per cent swifter in ‘Race’ mode - and 
they don’t move as far, so psychologically 
they feel faster too. A 3oorpm higher rev 
limiter also means late -braking types can 
demand downshifts a bit earlier. 

All encouraging ingredients, but on the 
road they somehow don’t quite add up to the 
step change you might have been hoping for. 
The engine punches hard but still sounds like 
a hairdryer, and while you don’t need to pull 
the plastic shifter paddles as far, they still feel 
curiously unsatisfying to use, as if they’re not 
actually connected to anything. And that’s 


how the driver feels too. To be clear, this is by 
no means a bad car to drive. It’s certainly an 
agile one; front-end grip is apparently 
limitless in the dry, geeing you to turn in ever 
later, and it’s genuinely fast. It’s just not all 
that exciting. Somehow you don’t feel all that 
involved in the driving process, and not only 
because a computer’s changing gear for you. 
I’m not sure the paddles are the issue here; the 
too-high driving position and flat-of-note, 
flat-of-torque-curve engine are bigger ones, 
but the biggest is charisma - or lack of Eor all 
its red seatbelts and fake carbon the Trophy’s 
somehow missing a sense of occasion, a bit of 
character to draw you in. 

Unfortunately for Renault, that’s something 
the RS Clio’s rivals aren’t short of - engaging, 
intense hatches are two a penny at the 
moment; witness the brilliant Eiesta ST and 
the cheeky little Polo GTI, now with a 
manual shifter. Sadly the Cup misses the top 
step, even the podium. Bugger. 

JAMES TAYLOR 


Clio Renaultsport 220 Trophy 

> Price N/A > Engine 1618cc 16v turbocharged Acyl, 
161kW @ eOSOrpm, 280Nm @ 2500-4000rpnn 

> Transmission Six-speed dual-clutch, front-wheel 
drive > Performance 6.6sec O-IOOkph, 236kph, 
6£/100knn, 135g/km CO 2 > Weight 1204kg 

> On sale Not yet confirmed for SA 
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AUDI Q7 3.0TDI 



Small(er) wonder 

Tech-heavy Q7 arrives as an erm, diesel, but don’t 
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ISUZU KB EXTENDED RANGE r| 

The other one- 
tonner from Japan 

Isuzu’s venerable KB 
prepped for battle against 
next year’s Hilux and Ranger 

HERE’S A LOT going on here - new 
models, new body styles, new 
engines and grades. I’m talking about 
crew cabs, extended cabs and of 
course the obligatory double. On top-spec 
derivatives there’s a fancy minimalist key 
fob - a sign of keyless entry, and a segment 
first. The range topper also boasts a 
6.5-inch, 1080p, Android-powered GPS and 
multimedia interface. And, if yours is an 
LS model you can even spec some 18-inch 
alloys. It seems Isuzu is feeling the pressure 
for a more car-like experience. New KB also 


enjoys updated lamp clusters fore and aft, 
but the biggest inclusion across the entire 
range must be electronic stability control, a 
boon on the dirt, accomplished on the road. 

We spent the launch at Sandwani Game 
Lodge crawling over the sort of 4x4 
obstacles that would give a Unimog driver 
a hard time, terrain the KB - now with 
traction control in conjunction with diff-lock 
and low range - excels at. Also new is the 
5-speed automatic transmission in the 
KB300. It delivers 130kW and 380Nm from its 
common-rail turbodiesel but costs R529700. 
That’s a lot of money for what is still a 
bakkie. Mind you, for R200k less, Isuzu will 
now sell you an entry-level KB250 Fleetside 
Double Cab in 4x2 spec. Upgrades to the 
2.5-litre D-TEQ diesel mill have resulted in 
power and torque outputs of lOOkW and 
320Nm, up from 85kW and 280Nm. So unless 
you’re the serious off-roadingtype, perhaps 
that’s all the KB you need. 

CALVIN FISHER 

0(a)Calvin_Fisher 




KB250 Fleetside Double Cab 4x2 

> Price R325700 > Engine 2499cc, 16v, 4cyl turbodiesel, 
lOOkW @ 3 eOOrpm, 320Nm @1 800-2 SOOrpm 

> Transmission Five speed manual > Performance 
N/A sec O-IOOkph, N/A kph, 7.7T/100km, 203g/km CO 2 

> Weighti 849kg > On sale Now 
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C ONTAGION BEING 

what it is, some folk 
may knee-jerk and 
avoid every 
Volkswagen Group 
diesel for the next few years. That 
would be a mistake for all sorts of 
reasons, chief among them the 
chance to commandeer this 
Ingolstadt masterclass. As detailed 
in our July 2015 issue, new Qy 
promises much and delivers most of 
that. Launched locally there will be 
only two models - initially - the 
3.0TDI driven here and in February, 
the 2.0T FSI petrol variant. Both 
cars are well-specced for the local 
market, with the much-hyped tech 
all there, from adaptive air 
suspension to integrated 


connectivity 
and every 
driver aid 
imaginable, 
including that 
nifty trailer 
reversing aid. Tech 
aside, driving the Qy 
is an exercise in 
entertainment and on the 
road the megalodon jumps the proverbial 
Teutonic queue. On launch the upgraded 
i83kW 3.oTDi left quite an impression - 
silky smooth, comfortable, muscular, a 
shoe-in for best large SUV weVe driven this 
year. Verily, it s the bomb to drive. But to 
look at? Not so much. From the rear it is as 
droopy as Wile E. Coyote after a run-in with 
The Road Runner. Blame the oddly placed 
accent foglights on the top of the bumper for 


that most un- Audi-like misstep. At the front 
it’s a different matter, classic Audi only more 
intimidating, authoritative, the huge grille 
and dam affording it a presence not unlike a 
Sumo wrestler before the main shoulder 
charge. Inside is the piece de resistance, the 
bulletproof, Porsche-like build quality 
should have sister Cayenne getting all 
twitchy, and the award-winning interior is 
as good to use as it is to look at; Audi’s new 
Virtual Cockpit bag of tricks is there, 
wrapping the satnav around the digital 
dials, the Bose sound is concert hall 
excellent and space, well, it’s to be had in 
buckets. Nuff said. 

So a competitor for the Porsche 
Cayenne then, rather than an 
upsized Q5, more comfortable 
certainly, cheaper and 
arguably easier to live with. 
It’s instantly likeable this y, 
and allied to the unobtrusive 
new 8 -speed Tiptronic box 
and air suspension, exudes an 
air of supreme authority, 
august as well as aggressive. 
Now if Audi can just get potential 
buyers to see beyond the bland looks 
and get into seats, it’ll have a sure-fire 
winner on its hands. E3 
O(a)pefrost 


Audi Q73.0TDI 

> Price R924000 > Engine 2967cc V6 turbo, 
183kW(a)3250rpm, 600Nm@1 500-3 OOOrpm > 
Transmission 8-speed tiptronic, Quattro AWD > 
Suspension independent multi-link, front and rear 

> Length/width/height 5 052/1 968/1 740mm > 
Weight 2030kg > Performance 6.3sec O-IOOkph, 
234kph, 5.7^/100km, 149g/km CO 2 > On saie Now 


V0H0V60_GCAW[J 

Hey good looking 

All the Volvo chatter of late has 
been about the XC90. 

Well, look down. 

I T TOOK THE better part of two years for 
Voivo to iaunch the XC90, and for the most 
part it was worth the wait - the big SUV is 
both poiished and progressive. And then 
this; siipping quietiy in through the back 
door, V60 CC is as iow key as the XC was high 
profiie. CC stands for Cross Country, uniike 
XC, which stands for...Cross Country. Stay 
with me. V60 CC is the crossover version of 
the sexy V60, a hybridised station wagon 
itseif. So it gets aii-wheei drive and extra 
ride height, good for fjording every stream. 
Inside, seats are briiiiant, supremeiy 
comfortabie and cosseting, and the new 
adaptive digitai dispiay is good to iook at 
as weii as use - for the most part; there 


are some oid Voivo ergonomics that remain 
baffiing. If anyone manages to find a way to 
reset the trip meter, iet me know. 

On the road the high roiier beiies its buik. 
The D4’s oid 5-cyiinder 2.4-iitre diesei engine 
may be iast year’s news but it’s stiii a peach 
- ioves horizons, hates fuei stops might be 
its motto. Steering is Subaru-accurate, 
throttie response is entireiy satisfying and 
it doesn’t waiiow, as might be expected, 
with aii those extra inches. They’re usefui, 
those inches, when you ieave the tar, and 
its 420Nm of torque at a iow 1500rpm make 
it a pieasure on siow-siow-quick-quick- 
siow dirt-roading routes. The iong travei 
suspension soaked up most of what was 
thrown at it in the Littie Karoo, with minimai 
jarring through to the cabin, even over the 
worst rocky outcrops. Intriguing indeed 
Voivo, a Q-Car in the shadow of the XC90. OK, 
enough with the ietters. 

PETER FROST 
O(a)pefrost 



Voivo V60 CC D4 AWD inscription 

> Price R519900 > Engine 2400cc 5-cyl turbo, 
140kW@4000rpm, 420Nm@1500-3000rpm > 
Transmission 6-speed geartronic, all-wheel drive 

> Suspension independent Macpherson strut front, 
independent multi-link, rear > Length/width/ 
height 4638/1 899/1 545mm > Weight 1763kg > 
Performance 8.9sec O-IOOkph, 203kph, 5,7^/IOOkm, 
149g/km CO 2 > On sale Now 
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Road test: Land Rover Discovery Sport 






ELCOME TO THE reinvention. 
Despite a really strong second-gen 
follow-up to the somewhat troubled 
original Freelander, Land Rover has 
ditched the nameplate in favour of 
this; the Discovery Sport. Not just a 
new badge but an etch-a-sketch do- 
over, we test the sleeker, more 
desirable newcomer in diesel-engined SE specification. 


Visionary good iooks 

As a harbinger of all things future Discovery, Land Rover’s 
Discovery Vision Concept, shown in 2014, provides much of the 
new Sport’s external design cues. These include ultra- clean 
surfacing, tapered overhangs, cut-off reverse rake C -pillars, 
distinctly geometric headlights-into-grille graphic and side crease 
lines that dissect the handles and finish in cool but faux front 
fender vents. Every line on the bodywork is obsessively 
minimalist and purposeful, resulting in a shape that borders on 
the iconic. It’s one of those rare car designs easily identified by 
just two or three strokes of a pen. Being hypercritical, the only 
visual distractions are the high-contrast red/chrome circular 


details in the rear lamps which, while clearly a continuation of the 
headlamp theme, dominate the rear aspect. 

That said, the Disco Sport remains a handsome, desirable 
vehicle regardless of colour or equipment line, which is not the 
case with many of its rivals. 

Premium not precious 

From the driver’s seat the company’s strategic separation of Land- 
and Range Rovers is evident in that there isn’t quite the same 
sumptuous sense of luxury found in the otherwise closely related 
Evoque. Plastics sound that tiny bit hollower, the padded areas 
aren’t as plush and the soft-touch dash has a more synthetic feel. 
But then. Land Rovers have always made up the more pragmatic 
half of the family, and anyway, this is still an upmarket 
environment with enough colour and finish options to suit the 
majority of tastes. SE trim isn’t short on standard gadgetry 
delights either: you get cruise control, auto headlights, rain- 
sensing wipers, reverse camera, parking sensors, dual-zone 
aircon, an 8 -inch touchscreen audio, media and satnav system 
with Bluetooth and USB connectivity, grained leather seats and 
an electronic parking brake. A sign of the times for sure, but you 
can option in five more USB points around the cabin. No more ► 



Every line is obsessively 
minimalist and purposeful 
resulting in a shape that 
borders on the iconic 
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Road test: Land Rover Discovery Sport 



fighting over who gets to charge their device 
first. Safety’s as good as it gets, too, with 
more airbags than a Scottish parade, hill 
descent and hill start, plus control systems 
for traction, roll and stability, not to mention 
all the usual braking assists. 

With an overall length just shy of 4.6 
metres, the two -metre -wide Sport is roomy 
enough to accommodate a third row of seats 
with relative ease. As with many of these 
arrangements, they’re for occasional use by 
short-of-limb types only. And when you 
don’t need them they collapse into the floor 
boosting maximum luggage volume from 
194 litres to 981. The second row seats are 
split 60:40 and each base has 160mm of 



sliding travel. For added comfort the 
backrests recline. There are seven areas for 
odds and ends storage up front - the 
electronic parking brake helps here - 
including a cubby beneath the central 
armrest. Adding to the practicality, our test 
car came optioned with a very useful set of 
heavy-duty rubber mats in all the footwells. 


Very Land Rover, but it’s probably not that 
wise to use the high-pressure washer on 
them inside the car. 

Powering across the 
frontier 

Just below our Disco Sport’s bonnet is the 
familiar 2.2-litre turbodiesel motor that 




Q delivers a solid set 

Like a Range Rover, of power and 

but in greyscale with ^ r 

the luxury dial turned torque figures - 

down. Use the online laokW @ 

configurator first ^ ^ 

350orpm and 

42oNm @ i75orpm. It’s an engine that’s 
been around for a while (all-new 2.0 -litre 
Ingenium diesels arrive mid-2016} and it 
shows in terms of overall refinement 
generating more vibration at idle and a 
pronounced shudder on start up. Still, 
acoustics aside, the 2.2 is more than up to 
the task, pulling the vehicle’s 
1 862kg kerb weight from o- 
lookph in under ten seconds 
with decent mid-range grunt 
when required. Plus there’s 
the added bonus of miserly 
fuel consumption. You’ll pay 
CO2 emissions tax based on 
official figures of i66g/km 
and 6.3^ /100km. We clocked 
mid- 7s during testing. 

Drive, to all four wheels, is 
via a nine-speed automatic 
gearbox that offers seamless 
shifts - essential, as it’s never 
in one gear for long. Drive it 
in Manual, and, with all 
those ratios to plough 
through, the paddle shifts on 
the steering column get a 
serious workout. You select 
transmission mode by 
twisting the Jaguar Land 
Rover Group’s rising rotary 
dial which though beautifully 
finished isn’t a natural action 
when attempting a three- 
point turn where you’re 
switching between Drive and 
Reverse repeatedly. 


Terrain response 

You’ll quickly forget about it when hustling 
the Disco Sport through a series of bends. 
Riding on its MacPherson strut front and 
multi-link rear suspension, it delivers a 
handling performance almost on a par with a 
steel-sprung Evoque only there’s added ride 
comfort. Steering is by electrically assisted 
rack and pinion geared at a rapid 2.4 turns 
lock-to-lock. The result is a mongoose- 
responsive front end that helps the Sport 
pivot into tight, slow corners as if it had rear- 
wheel steering. At faster speeds the mass and 
height comes into play robbing the dynamic 
performance of a little polish, but then you 
remember this is a 5+2-seater family car that’s 
also pretty handy on the rougher stuff 
Land Rover’s Terrain Response system, that 
adapts throttle response, gearbox, brake 
control and centre diff for various pre-set 
driving scenarios, is standard fitment albeit in 
a button rather than dial format. Torque is sent 
to all four wheels when required; for much of 
the time though the system disengages the 
rear axles for improved fuel economy. Most 
Disco Sports will never be used anywhere near 
their full off-road potential which, sadly, 
reduces the 600mm wading depth from 
challenge accepted to obscure braai fact. The 
vehicle’s 212mm ground clearance is likely to 
be a much more appreciated stat. 


MEET THE RIVALS 


KiaSorento2.2CRDiAWDSX 


riceR63499o Engine 
2199CC 4cyl turbodiesel, 147kW 
@ 3800rpm, 440Nm (a) 1750- 
2750rpnn Transmission 
6-speed auto, AWD Stats 
9.6sec O-IOOkph, 203kph, 
6.8^/100km,177g/km 



Mercedes-Benz GLC 250d 


Price R622260 Engine 
2143CC 4cyl turbodiesel, 
150kW@3800rpm, 500Nm 
@1600rpm Transmission 
9-speed automatic, AWD 
Stats 7.6sec O-IOOkph, 
222kph, 5.5£/100km,143g/km 



OUR CHOICE; 


Merc no 7-seater 
but raised C-Class is as good as the 
raft of German rivals gets. A close 
match on paper, Kia loses to badge 
snobbery and Disco’s off-road ability 


Consider it conquered 

With so much ability and 
desire wrapped up in the 
Discovery brand, the decision 
to diversify the offering to 
include a smaller, more 
attainable model appears an 
astute one. Especially given 
the sheer desirability and 
genuine usefulness of the 
Discovery Sport. At R640320 
for this mid-range SE, pricing 
may seem steep at first; it isn’t 
really. Eive-seater German 
opposition won’t be as 
comfortable off-road while 
their option lists need to be 
plundered to match the Sport. 
Volvo’s less spacious AWD 
diesel XC60 is R627500. Even 
a mid-range new Kia Sorento 
is bang-on R6ook now. 

It turns out the Discovery 
Sport’s venture into new 
territory is a major success, 
only slightly tarnished by the 
diesel engine’s relative 
rowdiness. It’s the one chink 
in an otherwise polished and 
battle-ready armour. C3 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 
SPORT SE 2.2 SD4 

Price (as tested) | R640320 (R662420) 
Engine 

2179CC 16v 4-cyl turbodiesel 

Transmission Suspension 

Nine-speed auto, Ma cPherson strut front, 

four-wheel drive multi-link rear 



Width 2069 


Boot capacity 
Utiiity space 
Kerbweight 




981f 

1698f 

1862kg 



Power & torque 


Power 140kW@3500rpm 

Torque 420Nm @1 750rpm 

Power to weight 75.2kW per tonne 

Brakes & wheels 


Brakes front 
Brakes rear 
Wheeis 
Tyres 


Ventilated discs 
Ventilated discs 
18-inch alloys 
235/60 R18 
Pirelli Scorpion 



Performance data 


Acceieration 

0-60kph 

0-80kph 

0-100kph 

Overtaking 

60-100kph 

80-120kph 

Braking 

100-0kph 

Top speed 


4.33 sec 
6.65 sec 

9.88 sec 

5.21 sec 
7.70 sec 

2.92 sec/43m 

188kph 




Fuel consumption 


Fuei suppiy 

Direct injection 

Ciaimed 


Urban cycle 

7.4f/100km ^ 

Extra-urban cycle 

5.7f/100km I ( 

Combined cycle 

6.3f/100km m 

C02 emissions 

166g/km 1 

Actuai 

f , 

Test route 

80km 1 f 

Consumption 

7.5f/100km 

Cruising range 

867km 

Warranty, 

servicing 


TANK 


65 


litres 


Warranty 
Maintenance plan 
Service intervals 


3-year/100 000km 
5-year/100 000km 
Determined by OBC 



BMW 125i 


Can a new face and refreshed exterior reverse the negativity that troubled the 
previous BMW 1 Series? 

Words Aaron Borrill Photography Peet Mocke 



I Road test: BMW 1251 








HE PREVIOUS- 
GENERATION 

1 Series wasn’t much 
loved around the 
world. Some thought 
of it as a swine with 
Bell’s palsy which 
subsequently earned 
it the unofficial title of 
ugliest BMW in the range. The harsh 
criticisms levelled at its aesthetics stung the 
BMW design team who consequently 
carried out a complete visual refresh to make 
amends. Now that its facade won’t scare 
away any would-be buyers can it finally get 
the credit it deserves as a hot hatch 
contender? It is after all the only rear- drive 
hatchback in the segment with pure, 


uncorrupted steering and impressive handling 
manners to boot. What’s not to like? 

Common ground 

Well, let’s start with the interior. The cockpit 
has been left pretty much unchanged and 
while that’s not necessarily a bad thing, it is 
however starting to look a little stale and, dare 
I say, bland. That said, the fit and finish is 
superb, the build quality is one of the best in 
segment and the layout and intuitive nature of 
the switchgear is something we’ve come to 
appreciate from the brand. Our test unit 
features the exclusive M Sport package which 
adds a host of extras to bolster the vehicle’s 
interior and exterior. Inside, this package adds 
a multitude of M-branded bits such as a 
leather steering wheel and side sills, as well as ► 
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Perhaps a little too 
generic but the interior 
works. Intuitive and well 
put together the driver 
never feels intimidated 








Road test: BMW 125i 




im 






an anthracite headliner, leather sports seats 
and red highlights on the instrument dials. 

Facing reality 

The chief issue surrounding the previous 
generation’s polarising appearance seemed 
to stem more from the shape of the 
headlights, which appeared too large and 
gave it a perplexed expression. To solve this, 
new, sleeker headlamps have been employed 
that better complement the grille and 
bumper arrangement. The rear end has also 
been given a subtle tweak, with new L -shape 
tail-lamps that integrate with the boot lid 
- this style is more consistent with the 
current BMW model line-up. 

The exterior elements of the M Sport 
Package add an aggressive quality. Along 
with the generous use of M badges located 


force it enables the i Series to 
overcome inertia with relative 
L \ ease. The smooth-shifting 

i 8-speed ZF automatic 

I 1 transmission sends drive to the 
^ ' rear wheels in a very civilised 
manner, the result being that it 
never feels particularly quick from 
behind the steering wheel, even though 
the stopwatch disagrees. Of course the 
engine note is pretty rowdy, underscored by 
the blow-off valve that chirps and whooshes 
like a rabid canary when you come off 
throttle. The M Sport package adds Sport+ 
mode for quicker throttle and transmission 
response, enabling a 6.86sec o-iookph 
sprint time and a 15-flat 400m pass. These 
figures show just how sprightly the 125! 
really is - 1 mean, hot hatch incumbents 
such as the Megane RS 265, Golf GTI and 
Astra OPC boast 0-100 acceleration figures 
of 6.51-, 6.5- and 6.2 seconds respectively. 

It’s a shame then that it lives in the shadow 




on its exterior, the 
M Aerodynamic kit 
adds wind tunnel- 
honed side skirts, a rear 
spoiler and an exclusively 
tricked-out front bumper with 
sculpted airdams. Other additions include a 
satin-black rear apron, a chrome tailpipe and 
10 -spoke, 18 -inch alloy wheels with M Sport 
brake calipers. In addition to the visual 
styling kit there’s also the M Sports 
suspension. 


Four-pot bomber 

Despite the confusing nomenclature, the 
125! is actually powered by the N20 2.0-litre 
turbocharged engine - a widely employed 
unit found in most of the BMW range. 
Good for i6okW and 3ioNm of rotational 


New tail-lamps add a 
sense of refinement 
to the overall visual 
package. More in line 
with the brand’s DNA 


& 

New set of 
headlamps is all it 
took to solve the 
facial design woes of 
the previous model 




7 ^- 
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of the Mi35i uber hatch because, given a 
chance, the 125! will satisfy even the most 
staunch of hot hatch enthusiasts. 

The upgraded braking system - 
comprising four-piston front/two -piston rear 
calipers - is equally as powerful as the 
engine, which enables the 125! to come to a 
complete stop from lookph in around 3 
seconds and 43m. 

And what of the fuel consumption? Well, 
the claimed combined figure of 6.3^ /100km 
is easily achieved if you drive the car in Eco 
Pro mode with a careful right foot. That 
said, with some of the sportier modes 
selected the 2.0-litre turbo mill 
tends to funnel its petrol 
rather than sip it - we 
managed to return no better 
than 8.5^ /100km on our 80 
kilometre real-world fuel 
economy test. 

Tarmac scalpel 

Few realise that the 1 Series is 
the only rear-wheel drive 
hatchback in the segment. 

Pair to that the near-perfect 
weight distribution of the 
chassis and the uncorrupted 
steering and you’ll soon 
discover the i25i’s telepathic 
tendencies. The steering is 
well-weighted, perhaps a little 
too heavy at times, but it’s 
accurate and full of detail 
allowing you to place the 
BMW’s nose at an apex with 
no understeer or theatrics 
from the rear - well, if you’re 
smooth with your throttle 
inputs that is. The ride quality 
is pretty harsh depending on 
driving mode and road 
surface but it’s not obtrusive 
enough to cause any 


discomfort. It really is a talented steer and 
quite possibly one of the most engaging 
- read entertaining - handlers in the 
segment. 

Verdict 

The BMW i25i looks great. The ugly face is a 
thing of the past and the new design is more in 
line with that of its stablemates. I’ll admit the 
new tail-lamps did take some getting used to 
but together with the sleeker front end, it 
endows the 1 Series with a sophisticated and 
refined appearance. Moving on to the 
performance, the 2.0 -litre turbo unit is a gem. 

It is powerful, makes all the 
right noises and can be pretty 
frugal if driven civilly. It 
handles like a train on rails, 
too. So what’s the problem 
here? In a word, publicity; 
while its rivals look sportier 
and have legacies that span 
decades, the 1 Series is new to 
this competitive 
segment and lacks the 
visual firepower to get 
noticed. It’s a shame really, as 
it has everything it needs to 
run with the hot hatch 
segment leaders. And then 
there’s the price. The i25i will 
set you back R466 973 in 
standard trim - more 
expensive than the 
benchmark Golf GTI 
although cheaper than the 
recently revised Mercedes- 
Benz A250 Sport at 
(R493 860}. And specced like 
ours, you can expect to pay 
upwards of R610 000 - that’s 
uber hatch money and likely 
to further impact its 
popularity, ca 
0@AaronBorrill 



Volkswagen Golf GTI^G 


*PriceR432000 Engine 
2.0-litre turbo petrol, 162kW @ 
4500rpnn, 350Nnn (a) ISOOrpm 
Transmission 6-speed dual- 
clutch, FWD Stats 6.5sec 


O-IOOkph, 248kph, 6.4^/100km, 
149g/km 



Price R493 860 Engine 
2.0-litre turbo petrol, 155kW @ 
5500rpnn, 350Nm @ 1 200rpnn 
Transmission 7-speed auto, 
FWD Stats 6.6sec O-IOOkph, 
240kph, 6.4^/100km,148g/km 



The BMW 125i looks 


good, is quick, handles well but is 
expensive. The new-look Merc is just 
as dear but has arguably more street 
cred, while the Golf GTI offers style, 
class, punch and represents great 
value. It gets our nod of approval. 


BMW 1251 


Price (as tested) | 


R466973 (R611922) 


Engine 

1997cc16v turbo 



Transmission 

Eight-speed auto, 
rear-wheel drive 


Suspension 

Adaptive M Sport 
suspension 


Boot capacity 
Utiiity space 
Kerbweight 


360f 

1200f 

1440kg 


Power & torque 


Power 160kW @ 5 OOOrpm 

Torque 310Nm (a) 1 350-4 800rpm 

Power to weight 117kW per tonne 


Brakes & wheels 


Brakes front 
Brakes rear 
Wheeis 
Tyres 


Ventilated discs 
Ventilated discs 
18-inch alloys 
Bridgestone 
245/35 R18 



Performance data 


Acceleration 


0-60kph 

3.45 sec 

0-80kph 

5.00 sec 

O-IOOkph 

6.86 sec 

Overtaking 


60-100kph 

3.60 sec 

80-120kph 

4.53 sec 

Braking 


lOO-Okph 

3.02 sec/43m 

Top speed 

243kph 

Fuel consumption 



Fuei supply 

Direct injection 

Claimed 


Urban cycle 

8.5f/100km ^ 

Extra-urban cycle 

5.1f/100km I ( 

Combined cycle 

6.3f/100km m 

C02 emissions 

148g/km 1 

Actual 

f , 

Test route 

80km 1 f 

Consumption 

8.5f/100km 

Cruising range 

612km 

Warranty, 

servicing 


TANK 


52 


litres 


Warranty 2-year unlimited km 

Maintenance plan 5-year/100 000km Motorplan 

Service intervals Determined by OBC 
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I Cover story: Road trip 


LIKE TO kick off a feature 
with some penetration don’t 
you? In this case we’re 
bursting through the gaping 
hole beneath the Ou Engelse 
Fort left behind by the 
winding R62 provincial road 
just 4km shy of Montagu. 
I’m charging hard and fast 
in BMW’s electric 
wunderkind, the i8. It’s the odd one out on our epic 
journey, a forward-thinking representation of what a 
modern manufacturer is capable of when allowed to let 
their imaginations run rampant. I’ll give you the claimed 
figures right away; 266kW, o-iookph in 4.4 seconds and a 
combined fuel consumption of 2. if /100km. Yes, real world 
testing will reveal a different story but takes nothing away 
from what is an impressive payload from a hybridised 
1.5-litre three-cylinder engine and its inherent eDRIVE 
four-wheel drivetrain. This isn’t the fastest car here, not by 
a long shot, because while the i8 might welcome in an 


exciting new era of sports car, we have also brought out 
a pair of real heavy-hitters, traditional in their means of 
displacement, a burly pair of V8s, one supercharged and 
the other a bi-turbo. Enter then, from stage left and 
representing the might of the British auto industry, the 
Jaguar E-Type flagship, the R AWD, a garrulous and 
menacing brute, its sum of 405kW harnessed at last by 
an all-wheel- drive setup, now earning it a claimed 4.1 
second o-iookph. The opposing force comes from 
Germany obviously, Affalterbach to be precise, in the 
elegant teardrop shape of the Mercedes-AMG GT S. 

Such is the level of engineering here that to call it old- 
school simply because it retains that classic driver’s car 
configuration of engine in front, driven wheels at the 
rear, would be an insult. But those are indeed its 
credentials, as is its syskW and claimed sprint to 
lookph in 3.8 seconds. We are now so deep into supercar 
performance territory that it’s difficult to remember 
where the line is drawn. With this crowd, the line must 
be R2 million, each car arriving just under, veritable 
bargains then. ^ 








The drive 

The objective is to crush the Little Karoo under our twelve, 
many-diametered low-profile tyres, along the Cape’s most 
rewarding tarmac tributary, the R62 - destination; the 
Karoo Art Hotel in Barrydale, some 260km from Cape 
Town. Along this route there’ll be an array of mountain 
passes, starting almost at once with the delectable 
Dutoitskloof Pass, an engaging mashup of left and right 
turns, culminating with an acoustic treasure, a tunnel just 
long enough to properly deafen yourself should you be in 
possession of the sort of car with an enthusiastic 
soundtrack, and lucky us, it’s a default item across our 
procession of very special metal. I know it’s an odd place 
to start, but just this once, it’s all about the noise. 


Germany 2 Britain 1 

I’m still in the BMW i8, now with Montagu well behind 
me, a somewhat less challenging section of R62 allows me 
to focus on the noise. Despite the next-next-generation 
exterior aesthetic, the cabin is a more subdued effort, ditto 
the soundtrack, which despite being a combination of 
potentially thrummy three-pot and electric motor, comes 
across all creamy, like a six cylinder, and not the 
traditional straight-six BMW noise either but dare I say a 
smoothed-over V6 note? It’s a deep, bassy, soulful howl, 
pleasing to the ear but combined with a progressive power 
delivery makes the i8 feel as though it swells with 
acceleration, as opposed to outwardly taking off. Worse 
still, you know it’s the product of a sound engineer and a 
premium audio system. I still like it, but then the i8 is a 
very seductive piece of kit for a nerd like me. It’s clever, I 
mean very clever. It looks as though it’s achieved 
Singularity, you know, that fearful moment in mankind’s 
near-future when machines eventually overtake us as 
Earth’s smarter sentient 
presence. Its arse even looks like 
the scowl of a Decepticon, 
complete with eyebrows. I’m not 
exactly terrified since I’m still in 
control, in fact I’m bloody ► 


o 

More neck-snappers 
than head-turners, these 
three. Smartphone 
paparazzi were in no 
short supply 
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It’s clever, I mean very clever. 
It looks as though it’s achieved 
' .-Singularity, you know, that 
fearful moment in mankind’s 
near-future when machines 
eventually overtake us as Earth’s 


smarter sentient presence 
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1 I think thW.gfeatest 
^ challenge must 
finding this many red' 
cows... 
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Welcome to 
Barrydale, home 
of eccentrics, 
nostalgists and 
petrolheads 

G 

We parked the 
Jaguar under a 
Union Jack. No 
reason really... 


The boys checking 
in for some much 
needed rest and 
recovery from our 
wheely adventure 


thrilled because the road is about to twist into cooked 
spaghetti once again and at 1485kg, despite its many 
batteries, the i8 is the lightest car here. That means 
improved dynamics, improved everything. The i8 also 
has arguably the best seating position here, well into the 
belly of the electric beast. Synthesised noise or not, settle 
into your best driving rhythm, stroke the paddles and the 
i8 will engage you on every visceral level. The tuned 
soundtrack goads you, the helm firms up (in Sport Mode} 
and that lightness is just there in all of the controls. Barrel 
into a tight turn, squeeze the (energy-recovering) brakes, 
flick up to the desired cog from its 6 -speed auto, point the 
light nose into the direction of the apex and feel the 
chassis bend to your whim. Boot the throttle and you’re 
through, the i8 never feels like it’s down one-hundred-odd 
kilowatts on its rivals - instantly available electric torque 
helps it immensely in that regard. The end result is 
cohesive, thrilling, impressive. 

Clamber aboard the AMG and settle into a cabin 
brimming with crimson leathers, and a colossus of a 
transmission tunnel cum elbow rest area from which eight 
buttons have sprouted, including one marked START/ 
STOP, and then a slew of controls which dial up settings 
for the traction control, dampers and AMG’s 7- Speed 
Speedshift DOT. My favourite is the one that looks like a 
pair of binoculars. It does in fact activate the sports 
exhaust system, dialling it up to 11. Even at idle the GT S 
'bata-bata-batas' like a helicopter. Mash the throttle and it 
explodes violently, resonating deeply with the kind of 
racket that passes through your flesh, wraps itself around 
your spinal column then ascends wirily into your brain 
through your ear holes. Addiction, thy name is AMG. But 
for every action there will be a reaction, and left in Neutral 
that reaction is a crowd of smartphone-camera wielders, 
but placed in Drive that reaction is two rubbery black lines 
(11 again?), and a small smoky cloud where you once were. 
Aim it along some ducking and diving asphalt and 
suddenly you’re the conductor of a very large and elaborate 
orchestra, the left paddle increasing the pitch, the right 
one lowering it once again. Every turn becomes a flurry of 
activity for the sake of drama - fourth into third, third 
into second, back to third for the hell of it, all bets are off 


o 

The AMG 
shouts about its 
credentials long 
before you’ve 
started its lively V8 


lii 

BiPfflfre tiwi rules for 

- we’re making sweet 
music! And it is sweet like 
honey, a lazy guttural 
rumble that grows into a 
snarl, erupts into a bark 
with the occasional splatter 
of napalm near the top of its 
vocal, um, rev range. It’s a 
good 100kg heavier than the 
BMW and feels it too, even the 
Alcantara covered steering wheel 
feels meatier in the palm and then 
there’s the fact that you’re sending 
65oNm to its rear wheels alone that 
keeps you honest, but then AMG’s 
Ride Control suspension glues you 
convincingly to the tar. Still, the 
AMG is the only car here born slippy, 
so you treat it with respect and play 
big band music some more. This can’t 
be good for fuel consumption. But 
you just don’t care. The AMG also 
comes with what I like to call a 
comedy sunroof screen. That’s the 
kind that automatically unpeels itself 
under hard acceleration. A couple of 
squeaks and rattles live in the cabin 
too, uncharacteristic in a 2 bar Merc. We’ll have to phone 
the chap who’s name is on the engine cover and complain. 

Lastly, there’s the plucky Brit, the tamed E-Type and yet 
another sea of red cowhide. I say tamed, because in rear- 
drive trim the E-Type R was a wayward creature, snappily 
sliding this way and that - aural drama for days but lacking 
in composure. By splitting the 68oNm across four wheels, 
the E-Type R now has a shot at last at some cat-like grip and 
precision, but what of the dull nature that so often plagues 
all-wheel-drive? I’m happy to report that in this case it’s 
more of a liberator than an oppressor of driving joy. 
Suddenly you’re not afraid of being assimilated into the 
fiery wreck of Jaguar’s wildest one, and can instead enjoy its 
finer attributes. Such as what must surely be the most 
provocative aural onslaught yet mated to a car. Of any sort. ► 
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Ever. Thumb at the start button and listen to the 
supercharged V8 crackle into life. It’s a thinner sound, 
metallic, like ball bearings being violently shaken in a 
cement mixer. There’s a rich bassy undertone as well, 
naturally, but that raspiness defines it. Lean on the throttle 
and it sings, spits and rumbles into a tangled crescendo, like 
a thing alive. Shift through the 8-speed Quickshift auto and 
the sound is downright pornographic. Bugger that AMG’s 
orchestra. The Jaguar’s orchestra is bigger, and fronted by 
Metallica, in a hermetically sealed chamber. Underneath an 
avalanche. It wins. The driving experience has been 
improved too, AWD giving you access to all of the Jag’s 
ability from the off, versus the AMG with its steeper 
learning curve. The Jaguar is by far the heaviest car here; 
1730kg versus the BMW’s 1483kg, but turn-in is sharp, the 
steering being satisfyingly responsive throughout and flat 
through the turns losing some composure only at the 
higher speeds where the AMG strangely excels despite its 
lairier drivetrain. 

When the flag drops 

It’s easy to get lost in the reams of data conveniently 
compiled by the manufacturer. But as we saw on our high- 
speed, real-world sojourn at the outer limits of these 
performance machines, despite making very different 
amounts of power and torque via an even more diverse 
configuration of cylinders, aspiration and electrification, 
there’s not much in it. Our track test was revelatory. The 
mighty Merc monstered the sprint to lookph in 4.24 
seconds, while the BMW achieved the distance in 4.89 
seconds. The Jaguar? Its greater output and those extra 
driven wheels endowed it with a blistering launch and 
ultimately a o-iookph of 4.08 seconds trouncing not just 
its rivals but Jaguar’s own claim. Keep at it and you’ll cross ► 
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Even at idle the 
GT S ‘bata-bata- 
hatas’likea 
helicopter 




Cover story: Road trip 



NOT YOUR AVERAGE STOP-OVER 

We’re used to crappy B&Bs and a pie when we overnight for a 
story, so the Karoo Art Hotel in Barrydale came as something 
of a surprise. Once a fairly standard creaky-floorboards- 
and-dodgy-bar auberge, new owners have taken the historic 
building, scattered magic fairy dust and created a destination in 
itself. So every room is an artistic tour de force, unique and of 
itself. Of the 15 suites, all en suite, the pick has to be the Garden 
Suite, which features a Zen pond, private courtyard with an 
outside shower and a good old fashioned Karoo afdak, excellent 
for private sundowners and a bit of r&r. As with the other 
suites, it’s the funky accents that make the difference; witness 
the Amini Causa-inspired hand sofa, the Mexican motifs, the 
Moroccan bathroom and the very Barrydale lei-klip stone walls, 
traditionally laid by local artisans and fast becoming something 
of an attraction. Attractive too is the food; thank new Executive 
Chef-cum General Manager Alicia Giliomee for the culinary feast 
- she’s a goose roaster, a member of the Chaine des Rosisseurs, 
ex Posthouse, Vergelegen and Rhebokskloof and her attention 
to detail is as admirable as her menu, which runs to loads of 
courses and is all kinds of delicious. 

Great hotel, great staff, the triumph of imagination over the 
everyday, www.karooarthotel.co.za tel 028 572 1226. 
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Karoo Art Hotel 


Three slivers of unobtanium cui 


through the otherwise serene Little 
Karoo. There they are. What do you 
mean you can’t see them? 





at the game. The BMW i8 may be the sports car of the future, 
but not for this moment here in Barrydale amidst swarms of 
locals, polished and impressive though it may be. The 
Mercedes-AMG GT S is a wonderful, beautifully-honed 
athlete ensconced in metal artwork, offering the most 
engaging platform here, a ‘ten-tenths’ kind of experience 
should you choose it. But that Jag. It gives you all it has the 
moment you start it up, and just never ever relents. It shouts 
louder, entertains to its fullest ability without any provocation 
and dammit if it isn’t the best car the company has ever made. 
It just is. England takes the win. cg 
0(a)Calvin_Fisher 


What the team say 


AARON BORRILL: Going into this drive I didn’t expect to like the 
Jaguar. But adding AWD has sorted out the steering and front-end 
grip. It’s easy to drive fast, sounds like Thor with gastro and looks 
great, too. That said the BMW i8 wasn’t out of its depth. It was able 
to use all of its power all of the time and managed to keep up with 
the Jag and Merc in the twisties. The Merc-AMG GT S however, was 
just too taxing. The steering is nowhere near as telepathic as the 
F-Type and the power delivery too aggressive. The Jag wins. 


PETER FROST: We are our choices, said Jean-Paul Satre and turns 
out I’m a cat. It’s not the best in the twisties (there’s too much AWD 
lift for that), not the prettiest (return from the shops and there are 
people draped all over the Merc, licking it) and it’s not the cleverest 
(the BMW is a real world computer game), but it makes the best 
noise, is easiest to live with day-to-day and poked, it goes like, well, 
a scalded cat. In Ammonite Grey with Storm Satin Anthracite rims. 
Please. Please. 


RAY LEATHERN: I adore the i8; its butterfly doors and Zen 
cabin, but on this road trip its USP - its hybridness - counted for 
little. The Jag endears with its power, noise and usability but I’m not 
convinced it’s the best car here. Deep down I know for one final lap 
of a smooth, perfect Spa the car I’d rather be in is the balanced yet 
brutal AMG. It’s living with it everyday that proves a real challenge. 


the quartermile in 12.07 seconds, a 
ball-hair slower than the AMG GT 
S’s 11.91 seconds and an indication of 
which car has the stronger ‘top -end’ 
legs. The BMW blitzes over the line 
at 12.99 seconds - hardly a slouch. 

Having said that - if you’re in the 
market for one of these cars you’d be a 
fool to base your decision on something 
as trivial as ‘straight-line puli’. 

Verdict 

I know, waiting till the last paragraph to 
mention the way they look, that’s just 
lazy - especially when they’re such 
consummate head turners, but such is 
the testament to the commanding 
driving experiences they each boast that 
we had to get that out of the way first. 

Just look at them, the BMW i8 is a 
sports car from the future in every sense 
from its clever materials and construction to its cutting edge 
technology, and those groovy butterfly door-hinges - finally a 
hybrid has come along and (almost) redeemed the Prius! The 
Mercedes-AMG GT S quite possibly has the most elegant 
profile ever with a bonnet long enough to park a Jaguar F- 
Type on it. It’s achingly gorgeous, even in silver. Then there’s 
that Jaguar. From the vantage point of a trailing BMW it’s 
hard to tell the other two coupes apart but side by side, the 
Jaguar, handsome as it may be, comes across as fussier than 
the Merc. But then it does come with the best party trick of 
them all. Sure, you don’t buy any of these cars outrightly for its 
sprinting ability, you buy it for the sum of the experience. The 
drama. The noise. The kerbside appeal, they’re all juggernauts 


o 

Fear not Optimus 
Prime, ‘tis but the 
business end of a 
BMW i8. Deceptive, 
we know 
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Height 1314 


Jaguar F-Type R AWD 

Price R1 760 187 


Mercedes-AMG GT S 

Price I R1 991 670 


BMWi8 

Price R1 790 000 


Transmission 

Eight-speed 
auto, all-wheel 
drive 


Engine 

5000GC 32vV8 
supercharged 
petrol 


Suspension 

Double- 
wishbone 
front, double- 
wishbone rear 



Wheeibase 2622mm 
Boot capacity 315E 


Transmission Engine Suspension 

Seven-speed 3982gc32vV8 Double- 

dual-clutch bi-turbo petrol wishbone 
auto, rear- front, double- 
wheel drive wishbone rear 




Wheeibase 
Boot capacity 350E 


Transmission Engine Suspension 

Six-speed 1 499cg 12v 3-Gyl Double- 
dual-GlutGh, turbo petrol wishbone front, 
rear-wheel BMW eDrive five-link rear 
drive 2-speed motor 
auto (electric 
motor) 


Wheeibase 
Boot capacity 154E 


Power Sl torque 


We say: Jag more powerful, but torque 
arrives earlier in the Merc to help close the gap 



405kW(a)6500rpm 

■ 

680Nm (a) 3500rpm 




Mercedes-Benz 


375kW(a)6250rpm 

650Nm(a)1750-4750rpm 


f 


> 

266kW (a) 5900rpm 

< 

> 

570Nm (a) 3700rpm 



Power-to-weight 


We say: Power output doesn’t tell the full story 
of the BMW 18 - it’s torquier than you expect. The 
Merc a juggernaut. The Jaguar a powerhouse. 



F-Type 

234.1kW 

per tonne 



AMGGTS 

227.9kW 

per tonne 





BMW 18 

179.1kW 

per tonne 


Stopwatch 

We say: Jaguar pounces off the line thanks to power, torque and 
AWD advantage. Then the Merc hits its straps... 



F-Type 

AMGGTS 

BMW i8 

0-60kph 

2.3sec 

2.56sec 

2.73sec 

0-80kph 

3.1sec 

3.39sec 

3.7sec 

0-100kph 

4.08sec 

4.24sec 

4.89sec 

0-400m 

12.07@199.16kph 

11.91@205.98kph 

12.99@183.43kph 

60-100kph 

1.93sec 

1.72sec 

2.31sec 

80-120kph 

2.2sec 

1.92sec 

2.74sec 

lOO-Okph 

2.7sec/40m 

2.74sec/41m 

3.1sec/48m 

Top speed 

300kph 

310kph 

250kph 



Fuel consumption 


We say: No surprise the AWD Jag necks the 
most fuel. I8 not shabby at down-downs either 



Fuel tank 


We say: Despite its greater fuel 
economy, a thimble of a tank means 
stops are still plentiful in the 18 


F-Type 

AMGGTS 

^ BMW 18 

70 

75 

42 

litres 

litres 

litres 


C02 emissions 

We say: The BMW is laughing in the test 



Warranty/ servicing 

We say: Little seperates from an aftersales satisfaction 
point of view. BMW has the best warranty, Merc a longer 
maintenance place, Jag not compromised in either 
department 



*8-year/100000km battery warranty 
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Cover story: new Toyota Hilux 




We sent a man to the land of glaciers and volcanoes for a propdf^fppr^sal 
of next year’s Hilux. Biltong in haod,. Calvin Fisher reports 






A 




r 

1 






HE ROAD AHEAD IS black 
The road behind me is also black. 
Ditto to the sides - the wide almost- 
endless expanse flanking me, save 
for several kilometres away where 
majestic obsidian mountains grow 
so tall they puncture the blanket of 
grey clouds that have haunted us 
rhing down in Reykjavik some 24 hours earlier. 
Also, when I say road I guess I really mean off-road trail. See 
it’s dirt, black because the surface is essentially composed of 
ash from the prolific volcanoes in this area. This is Iceland. 


To be more specific this is South Iceland, and Tm piloting a 
2016 Toyota Hilux in crimson sheet metal along the F337 dirt 
road between Hlooufell and Laugarvatn - essentially a lava 
field. Yet this will not necessarily be the most exotic location 
today. We’ll also ford rocky riverbeds, drive a la low range 
right up to the second largest glacier on the planet, and climb 
over some of the most technical, but thoroughly natural 4x4 
terrain I’ve ever had the privilege of experiencing. Tomorrow 
there will be geothermal pools to explore, and some other 
Norse-cum-Zen activities best accomplished with an 
indestructible bakkie. If new Hilux survives this then Mzansi 
will be a walk in the park. ► 
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If new Hilux 
survives this then 
Mzansi will be a 
walk in the park 
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THE CAPABLE WHIP 

Toyota was kind enough to assemble a selection of test 
vehicles outside our accommodation, Hotel Grimsborgir, 
essentially two derivatives: high-spec in red, lower-spec in 
blue. We’re informed that the blue one would be on par with 
South Africa’s launch units. I chose the red one anyway, it 
looked better, and besides, Toyota being Toyota, you’ll find 
those uprated trimmings on a special edition soon enough. 

The first thing you’ll notice in the photos is that the 2016 
iteration has followed the trend of becoming more car-like. 
Just look at the chromed visage and crystal-like headlamp 
detailing. Thankfully, a jolt of testosterone counters this, 
manifesting in pumped-up arches reminiscent of current 
generation Prado, or Tacoma, Toyota USA’s macho mid-size 
pickup. You won’t get those 18 inch hoops however, rather 
more subdued 17 inch items. Also, you won’t get leather seats 
as standard, rather cloth trim with the option to upgrade. 
Around the back it’s more of the same, bejewelled tail-lights, 
a chromed, widened tailgate handle housing with matching 
bumpers endowing the Hilux with the double whammy of a 
squarer stance and a raised perception of quality. Yet it’s the 
mechanical gubbins you’re most interested in, isn’t it? 

There’s much to talk about here. Such as the fact that the 
ladderframe chassis that makes up its spine enjoys an 
increased torsional rigidity of 20 per cent, whilst its 
absorption capabilities have risen 15 per cent. The rear 
suspension has been heavily revised for improved off-road 
capability, further enhanced by 20 per cent more wheel travel 
for truly balletic articulation, whilst at the same time gifting 
it a more SUV-like demeanour on the tarmac, which means 
more comfort. The list of revisions is exhaustive, including 
the power steering which has been fettled to the benefit of 
tighter turning in an urban environment and improved high 
speed stability everywhere else. The attention to detail is 
impressive, for example the way Toyota have moved the 
radio antennae forward along the roof of the cab so as not to 


intrude on the load bay area. This generation of Hilux also 
takes N VH suppressing measures to a new level all round, 
including for the first time the side glass linings. The result is 
a non-intrusive engine note from the new 2.4 D-4D diesel 
engine we sampled on the launch route. Where the previous 
generation 2.4 diesel churned out y^kW the creamy one that 
replaces it achieves iiokW. The new 2.8 D-4D diesel will 
manage i3okW and if you’re in the market for a petrol 
burner the 2.7 Dual VVTi has been uprated (low friction 
timing chain, reduced weight and improved fuel economy} 
to i22kW and 245Nm. Both manual and automatic 
transmissions are six-speeders. New Hilux also comes with a 
brace of safety electronics to complement its ABS, such as 
Brake Assist, stability control and BBS. There’s also TSC 
(trailer sway control) to help rein in its 3.2-tonne towing 
payload should you require more than its strengthened and, 
at 1643mm, class-leadingly wide load bay. 

It’s certainly more car-like, something that is immediately 
apparent the moment you climb inside and are greeted with 
the sort of dashboard you’d expect in a new Camry if such a 
thing existed in South Africa. The 7-inch screen comes 
standard across the board, sans GPS when it lands here 
unfortunately. It’s a notably roomier cabin, with tip-up rear 
seats for more access. But the upgrade most likely to cause 
consternation with some - and be most welcomed by others 
- is the switchable AWD system, operated via a rocker dial on 
the dash. That’s right, no 
more violently vibrating 
mini gear-lever required to 
switch from High to Low 
range. And what’s more, it 
works at low speeds too. 

Toyota has also included 
an active traction control 
system dubbed A-TRC, as 
well as DAG - downhill ► 


We found brown 
mud in the 
black Icelandic 
landscape - didn’t 
improve the rear 
end looks though; 
more chrome than 
a Texan trailer park 


‘Keen Look’ 
front end not a 
thing of beauty 
either. TopCar ed 
impressed with the 
interior comforts 
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Car-like interior 
dominated by large 
infotainment screen 
and, sacrilege, a 
button and dial for 
the AWD system. 

RIP the clunk-and- If' 
thud of the old 
transmission lever 




New Hilux longer, 
wider but lower. 

{^Central infotainment 
screen complemented 
by 4-inch, steering 
wheel-opearted 
screen between dials 


HILUX 













The upgrade most likely 
td’cause consternation 
with some^^and be most 
welco med by others is the 
"^witchable, AWP^^stem 
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Cover story: new Toyota Hilux 


assist. A high-capacity, limited-slip rear differential ensures 
even more torque across the back axle. The results are 
tangible as we dive, climb, crawl and pull ourselves 
throughiceland. 


VERDICT 

There are a couple of things you need to know about 
Icelandia. We were served whale at supper. We were also 
served horse. I had both, thinking it was biltong (but it 
wasn’t, it really wasn’t). Here’s another thing about the 
locals. You know how on a narrow bit of road you or the 
opposing driver will pull over and wait for the other to pass, 
and the resultant (and obligatory) wave and smile that 
accompanies it? They don’t do it here, nor do they 
understand it and buddy, it can get tense because they’re a 
stern bunch. There are no animals here apart from puffins 
that come and go (they were gone when we were there), and 
the occasional angry polar bear that arrives under duress via 
errant icebergs. It’s an alien world to a friendly South African. 
Even the ground is all soft and spongy in places that look so 
hard and abrasive that you think if you fell you’d scrape off 
reams of skin. But you don’t. You just sort of bounce. 

Yet, staring out the side window at what looks like fynbos 


SA-spec bakkie 
gets smaller 
wheels and no 
satnav. Chrome 
standard 

e 


and rolling hills you can’t help but be reminded of home. 
The Hilux excelled here, as will it back in the land of pap, 
wors, koek and sister, and it does so after a decade of 
stagnation against an ever-burgeoning and increasingly 
talented onslaught from rivals such as Ford’s Ranger, VW’s 
Amarok and the evergreen Isuzu KB, itself now better 
equipped than ever before. Does the Hilux have what it 
takes now to edge ahead of its would-be usurpers and 
reclaim its throne in this segment? Absolutely. It has the 
required technology, is more comfortable and then there’s 
that badge. No not ‘Toyota’, I’m referring to ‘Hilux’. It’s 
more than a nameplate - it’s a part of the family . ca 


MZANSI SPECIAL 

The blue Hilux below is the one weTe getting in South Africa, with 
17-inch alloy wheels that resemble the 18-inch items on the red 
test car. We don’t get GPS navigation at all, with climate control a 
feature on high-end models only (conventional aircon is standard 
on the entry level). Cloth seat upholstery will be the default 
across the board with a leather option. Bring on the Raider pack 
and Legend editions. 



TOYOTA HILUX 2.4 D-4D 4X4 AT 

Price TBC On sale January 2016 
Engine 2.4-litre 4-cyl turbodiesel, 108kW @ 6400rpm, 
400Nm @1600-2000rpm 
Transmission Six-speed auto, AWD 
Performance Top speed 170kph, CO 2 219g/km 
Suspension Double wishbone front, leaf spring 
rigid axle rear 

Length/width/height 5 350/1 855/1 855mm 
Weight/made from 2040kg/steel 
Towing capacity 3200kg (braked) 

Loadbed length/width/height 1525/1645/480mm 
Ground clearance 286mm 
Approach/departure angles 31/26deg 
Overhangs Front/rear 1000/1250mm 
Steering Hydraulic rack and pinion 
Tyres 265/65 R17 
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INSIDE: BENTLEY HQ 

Where they’re 
building the 
future by hand- 1 

I 

w 


In the old brick buildings that assembled the Rolls-Royce Merlin engines 
which powered Spitfires to World War Two glory, they’re creating the 
biggest, fastest, most luxurious SUV yet: Bentayga. We have exclusive 
access to the car, and the craftsmen making it 

Words Gavin Green | Photography Greg White 

I I 
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Inside Bentley HQ 


T ONE STAGE it 

seemed probable that 
the new Bentley 
Bentayga would be 
built far away in 
Bratislava. To many 
top managers in the 
Volkswagen Group’s 

Wolfsburg HQ, the Slovakian plant made 
good sense. Are not all the group’s other 
large SUVs - from Cayenne to Qy to Touareg 

- all built in this state-of-the-art plant, where 
the buildings are new and the labour rate is 
less than half that of the UK’s? (Ironically, at 
the same time the Bentayga is launched. 

Jaguar Land Rover announces it will build 
cars in Slovakia, no doubt attracted by the 
combination of high tech and low cost.) 

So the Bentayga very nearly became the 
first Bentley built outside the UK. In the end, 
common sense - and a dash of Bentley’s 
never-ending obsession with heritage - 
prevailed. The old Crewe factory was 
reconfigured (at a cost of R2.3bn} and 
Bentayga came to Britain. British Prime 
Minister David Cameron even ventured up 
north to make the happy announcement, 
standing alongside all the smiling umlauts 
on Bentley’s German- dominated 
management board. 

And it’s quite a car. The name is curious 
and strangely contrived, for a company that 
so clearly values authenticity; it’s also an odd 
departure from mellifluous and history- 
imbued badges such as Continental GT, 

Mulsanne and Arnage. 

In the metal the production car is no 
beauty, but it’s a whole lot easier on the eye 
than that unsightly EXP9F concept; you’ll 
recall the first prototype, shown at Geneva 
more than three years ago, was not well 
received, a vast, vulgar, glitzy bling barge, clearly aimed at 
flaunting oligarchs and showy Sheiks. We find a typically 
big and bluff Bentley nose - a chromed White Cliff of 
Dover and a clear warning to slower cars to vacate the fast 
lane, and pronto. We find appealing Bentley-style hips, 
chunky shoulders, vast bonnet (accommodating an 
equally vast 12- cylinder engine) and a long rear overhang, 
for a sportier and more streamlined stance. As a regular 
two-box SUV, it is also the first Bentley with a tailgate. 

As a Bentley, it also subscribes to Oscar Wilde’s 
philosophy that nothing succeeds like excess. It’s the 
fastest, most luxurious, most expensive, most powerful 
and most exclusive production SUV in the world. Project 
director Peter Guest says it’s the first of a new breed of car, 
the ultra-luxury SUV, as Bentley tries to position the 
Bentayga north of the poshest Range Rover and Cayenne. 
Lamborghini and Rolls-Royce, we now know, will follow 
into this rarefied market, diamonds in the rough. 

The Bentayga will be priced at Rs.sm. It’s the world’s 
only 12-cylinder SUV, good for qqykW and a massive 
qooNm of torque. The W12 engine is, surprisingly, all new 

- lighter and more efficient than the current W12 which, 
for the time being, continues to provide service in 




it subscribes to 
Oscar Wiide’s 
phiiosophy that 
nothing succeeds 
liiwexcess 


W12s on their way 
down the line. 

This is the slowest 
they’ll ever travel 


Continentals and the priciest Audis. 

That new W12 is hand-assembled 
in Crewe (like the old W12), and is 
clearly the prime source of the 
Bentayga’s domineering 
performance. Its other clear area of 
leadership - not surprising when 
you consider the price - is its 
craftsmanship, long a Bentley 
speciality. Only Rolls-Royce can 
match Bentley’s standards here. To 
appreciate this fully, you need to 
venture inside those old brick 
buildings in Crewe, far removed 
from the clinical excellence of a 
‘normal’ mass-production car 
factory. 

Here, where those 12-cylinder 
Merlin WW2 engines were made, 
and many generations of finely 
crafted Rolls-Royces and Bentleys 
were produced, the Bentaygas are 
assembled, including the hand- ► 


The engine 

Built in 264mins 

The W12 engine has been totally 
redesigned for the Bentayga and all 
major components - including block 
and heads - are new. It’s 26kg lighter, 
and has 10% lower C02 emissions. 
Unusually, it has both direct and 
indirect port fuel-injection to improve 
efficiency, throttle response and 
emissions. Fuel-injection pressure 
is much higher, further improving 
efficiency. Eleven people work on the 
engine assembly line, one per station 
- and the engine goes through 11 
stations, spending 24 minutes at each 
assembly point. Most components 
are fitted by hand, including pistons, 
valves and camshafts. The W12’s big 
advantage over a VI 2 is that it’s 25% 
shorter. It is largely designed and 
engineered in Crewe, by Bentley’s 
burgeoning engineering team, although 
nearly all big components - including 
aluminium castings for block and 
heads, and the turbos - come from 
Germany. The V8s used in some 
Continentals - due to appear in future 
Bentaygas - are Audi designed, and 
come from Hungary. 
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crafted leather and wood, the largely hand-made Wi2s, 
and final assembly of the car, including painting. 

Crewe has had its ups and downs over the years but it’s 
fair to say that the mood now at Volkswagen’s north-west 
European outpost - VW’s Winterfell - has never been 
more upbeat. (Ironically, Crewe was originally chosen as a 
factory location partly because it was a long way from 
Germany - so further for the Luftwaffe to fly to bomb it.) 
The Bentayga alone creates 400 new jobs at Crewe, and 
almost single-handedly doubles production. A factory 
built for war is now enjoying the fruits of a prosperous 
peace, ironically thanks to German investment. Much of 
its structure is still original, including the stained brick 
walls and much of the roof frames - pitched like a row of 
terrace houses to try to confuse the Germans (the 
Luftwaffe, not Volkswagen). There is even a vaguely old- 
fashioned smell of oil and grease and dust and glue and 
paint, with a slight whiff of leather and dried wood. 

The old brick buildings give no indication of the magic 
wrought behind the walls. Only the occasional new 


o 

Hides are closely 
inspected for 
flaws, and marked 
up. 40 per cent 
of every hide is 
discarded 


The leather 

100% German bull 


Bentley has the best leather in the 
car industry, and is renowned for 
the quality of its craftsmanship. All 
hides come from southern German 
bulls, which are especially beefy. The 
hides come treated and prepared 
from Germany, to Crewe, where the 
craftsmen cut, fit and stitch them. On a 
Bentayga 14 hides are used, compared 
with nine for a Continental GT and 12 
for a Flying Spur. The craftsmen closely 
inspect the hides by hand and eye, 
marking imperfections before they’re 
machine-cut to a range of patterns. 

Only about 60% of the hide is deemed 
good enough for use in a car. 

There are 18 different hues of leather 
- more if you want to go down the 
Mulliner bespoke route. After the 
Bentayga goes into full production, 
Bentley will use about 5000 hides a 
week - almost double current demand. 
The stitching of the leather is done 
partly by machine, and sometimes by 
hand. Bentley designs and makes its 
own seats - unusual in the car industry. 


Bentley parked, or driven slowly, 
around the warren of lanes suggests 
something special. 

Step inside these old halls and you 
enter a different world of car 
manufacturing. You see craftsmen 
stitching and cutting, not robots 
welding; you see rows of women (no 
men!) sitting at quietly thrumming 
sewing machines; giant fragrant 
hides being inspected by expert eyes 
and hands; stacks of delicate thin 
wood veneers - exquisitely patterned 
- that come from California, Canada, 
China and Spain, laser cut but hand 
polished, tech meets trad. It’s more 
like an upmarket furniture factory 
than a car plant. 

In another building, giant Bentayga frames slowly 
morph from Slovakian skeletons - the body’s core 
aluminium structure comes from Bratislava, so those 
opportunistic Slovaks didn’t totally miss out - into 
beautifully finished Bentleys. 

There are some lovely exterior design details, proof of the 
fanatical attention that goes into a Bentayga. My favourite 
are the dainty headlamp washer caps in the middle of the 
smaller front lights, reducing design clutter. They jump to 
attention when there’s water to be sprayed. I also love the 
Winged Bs on the flanks, the ‘B’ graphics in the tail-lights 
and the vast sculptural (aluminium) front wings, 
unencumbered by shutlines around the headlamps (much 
harder to manufacture this way). 

Though there are attractive flourishes on the exterior, 
the car’s highlight is its cabin. Step inside a Bentayga after 
a Qy or a Cayenne, and it’s like stepping into a palace from 
a penthouse: polished, hand-crafted tradition versus 
precise, mass-produced technology. 

There are so many delicious features, from the diamond 
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The veneer 50 cars per tree 


The wood veneers come 
from around the world: 
walnut from Californian 
orchards, fiddleback 
eucalyptus from Spain, tamo 
ash from China, and more. 
Seven different types of 
veneer are offered on the 
Bentayga at launch, and 
more are likely to follow. 
Walnut is likely to constitute 
60% of demand; it’s also 
the most popular wood in 
other Bentley models. The 
burr walnut comes from the 
root balls of old trees, cut 
into thin veneers: 24 sheaths 
are used per car, always in 
a ‘mirror image’ (to give a 
completely symmetrical look 


to the cabin), and always 
from the same tree. One tree 
will trim about 50 cars. 
Bentley specialists visit wood 
suppliers from around the 
world - typically in Valencia, 
Milan and London - selecting 
the very best veneers, and 
every 18 months or so they’ll 
introduce a new one. The 
veneers are cut by laser 
and - unlike the wood used 
by many rivals - are never 
bleached or stained. One 
change for the Bentayga is 
the use of ovens to cure the 
lacquer in two hours: hitherto 
it took three days for natural 
curing. Ouality of finish is 
unaffected, they insist. 


quilted leather seats (made in-house by Bentley), the 
bulls -eye vents manufactured from solid aluminium, plus 
the three delicate rows of beautifully tactile knurling on 
the vent controls, gearlever and clock bezel (all real alloy, 
not plastic). The vent controls are organ-stop, and glide as 
if lubricated by oil. They slide without notch, beautifully 
damped. The speakers are covered in real metal fabric. 
There is little sign of plastic: Bentley starts with leather. A 
vast panoramic sunroof allows light naturally to 
illuminate this most splendid of SUV cockpits. 

Dave Hudson, manufacturing project leader, guides us 
around the old Crewe buildings where the magic happens. 
The woodshop uses walnut from Californian orchards, 
chestnut from Europe, olive ash from Europe, tamo ash 
from China, fiddleback eucalyptus from Spain and 
birds-eye maple from Canada: seven different veneers are 
offered on the Bentayga. There is more wood in a 
Bentayga than any other Bentley, for the simple reason it 
has the biggest cabin. 

Walnut - sliced from the root balls of old fruit trees - 
will likely constitute 6o% of sales. The wood is all hand- 
polished and sanded; they are never bleached or stained 
on a Bentley. One tree will trim 50 cars, and each car 
always uses wood from the same tree, for consistency. 

In the adjacent leather shop Richard Priest, operations 
manager, tells us each Bentayga uses 14 hides (a 


e 

Few car 
manufacturers 
make their own 
seats, but Bentley 
does. It takes 18 
dedicated people. 

Remember them 
when you sit down 


Continental GT uses nine). They are all from large 
southern German bulls: about 5 000 hides a week will be 
used by Bentley in total, after the Bentayga is launched. 
Craftsmen carefully examine each hide, cutting out the 
warts, boils and growth lines. 

Then the serious hand labour really begins. It takes five 
hours to hand-stitch the leather for each steering wheel, 
and 37 hours to cross-stitch the seats. The diamond quilt 
pattern is machine stitched. So is the Bentley wings motif 
in the seatback (it has 5498 individual stitches). The cross- 
and contrast-stitching are always hand-sewn; apparently 
the craftsmen can recognise their own work. 

Bentley makes its own seats - very unusual in the car 
industry - and we see throne-size chairs taking shape, 
skinned in either diamond-quilted or straight flute 
upholstery, always in lustrous leather, of course. In the 
four-seat versions, the front and rear seats are identical. 

Separately, we see a gluing machine affixing carpet to 
the back of the rear seats of the five-seat versions. These 
chairs fold forward 60:40. In effect, the Bentayga is 
Bentley s first hatchback, so folding rear-hatch-style seats 
are a novelty. This carpet-gluing technique - 
disappointingly automated - comes from those masters of 
mass manufacture at Audi. The Bentley craftsmen seem 
surprisingly pleased with it, a new 21st Century toy in a 
manufacturing environment that is otherwise 
unremittingly last century. 

In a separate old brick structure, the W12 engines are 
assembled, turbochargers, camshafts, pistons, valves, fuel 
rails and timing covers (and many other components) all 
fitted by hand. Shaun McNeil, head of engines, tells us 
that it s 26kg lighter than the old W12: block, head, pistons 
and bearings are all new, so this is far more than an 
extensive revamp. Euel economy and CO2 emissions, says 
McNeil, have improved by 10 pert cent. CO2 emissions will 
be 292g/km, not that too many Bentayga owners will care. 

If the production process is Bentley-familiar, the 
segment in which it competes clearly is not. Yet, says ► 
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project director Guest, Bentley expanding into SUVs was 
an obvious step. ‘It’s a fast-growing segment, most of our 
customers already own one [typically a Range Rover in 
the UK, often a Cadillac Escalade in America], and it’s a 
strong brand fit. Put it this way: if WO (Walter Owen 
Bentley) could do a car today, he’d do an SUV.’ 

More surprising is the effort they’ve put into its off-road 
credentials. While Guest admits that ‘rock crawling isn’t 
likely’, the Bentayga is designed to cope with Dubai dunes, 
Saharan sand, Siberian snow. Midlands mud plus 
hardcore gravel drives on that rutted road to the Karoo 
weekend farm. 

Bentley’s new Drive Dynamics control - like Land 
Rover’s Terrain Response but with added programmes - 
gives eight choices, to provide ideal performance either 

1 Each Bentayga 
uses 14 hides. A 
Conti GT uses nine 



on- or off-road. In the rough, we find 
programmes for sand, mud and ruts, 
gravel, plus snow and grass. A top-view 
camera helps the driver become his own 
off-road spotter. On the tarmac - where the 
Bentayga will clearly spend most of its life 
- we find settings to optimise performance 
or comfort, plus an all-encompassing 
‘Bentley’ mode (which Guest recommends 
for day-to-day use) and a customised 
setting, to enable you to mix and match 
(sharper throttle, softer damping, for 
example). 

Air springs are standard and there are 
four ride heights, including a ‘kneel’ 
setting to make getting in and out easier. 
You can also dip the rear while 
maintaining front ride height, all the 
better for hitching that horsebox. It’s a 
practical car as well as a posh one: towing 
capacity is 3.5 tonnes. 

The four-wheel- drive system is fully 
mechanical, runs full-time, and is similar 
to that in the latest Audi Qy. It’s mated to 






The Bentayga 

It’s a plastic grille? 

After painting, the Bentayga is 
inspected for any flaws. The exterior 
design DNA is very Bentley, from 
upright ‘chrome’ grille (made from 
plastic, slightly disappointingly - it’s 
better for pedestrian protection) to 
chunky shoulders to the big squared 
haunches. Note central ‘caps’ in smaller 
headlamps - these are the integrated 
washers, a really nice design detail. 

The headlamps are LED matrix beam, 
a technology first shown in latest Audi 
A8. Note also bumperless nose, for a 
cleaner style. 

The body is all aluminium, as is nearly 
all the chassis (like a Range Rover), 
bonded, riveted and with some welding. 
This gave a 250kg weight saving over 
an equivalent size steel body. There are 
some borrowings from the Audi 07 / 

VW Group SUV platform, but mostly 
Bentayga is bespoke. Bodies come 
from same Slovakian factory as Q7 and 
Cayenne to Crewe for final assembly. 
Three wheel sizes are offered, the 
biggest 22in for road use. Surprisingly, 
Bentayga has been engineered for 
real off-roading, when fitted with 
smaller wheels. Bentley’s version of 
Land Rover’s Terrain Response - Drive 
Dynamics - has four off-road settings. 
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Din locks, 
equally, were 
considered 
and rejected. 
‘With modern 
electronics, 
they’re not 
needed’ 


The cabin Posher than posh 


I Inside Bentley HQ 

I — — * — 


c. 


an eight-speed ZF gearbox, with central Torsen diff. A 
low-range system, as on a Range Rover, was considered 
but rejected, partly because of the weight (and, I suspect, 
the unlikelihood that a customer would ever use it). ‘To be 
honest, the car doesn’t need it,’ Guest tells me. ‘The W12 
has so much torque, it’s simply unnecessary.’ Diff locks, 
equally, were considered and rejected. ‘With modern 
electronics, they’re not needed.’ 

As proof of its substantial off-roading credentials, the 
Bentayga can wade to a depth of 500mm. Guest admits it 
can’t compete with a Range Rover off-road. ‘That wasn’t 
our goal: substantial all-terrain capability was.’ A Rangie 
can wade to a boat-like 900mm, and also has superior 
approach and departure angles, due to shorter overhangs, 
especially at the rear. 

Rather, it’s in on-road performance that the Bentayga 
can trump all. With a qqykW engine, a chassis tagged 
‘Bentley Dynamic Ride’ (powered by a mighty 48-volt 
system complete with electrically adjustable anti-roll 
control to combine vertical suppleness and lateral 
stiffness) plus a Range Rover-like all-aluminium body and 
chassis to cut weight (the target is a Range Rover-like 
2400kg), the Bentayga should perform like no SUV 
before or since: Lambo meets Landie. Maximum speed is 
an astonishing 3ookph and the 0-100 dash is covered in 
4.1 fast-moving seconds. 


The Bentayga’s cabin is the 
most luxurious ever found 
on an SUV, perhaps not 
surprising at R3.3m. Leather 
and wood is used throughout 
for the trim, and when you 
see silver it’s nearly always 
real alloy, not plastic. The 
vents, for instance, are 
milled from solid aluminium. 
Specially delightful touches 
include the precise triple- 
row knurling around the 
bullseye vents, clock bezel 
and gearlever. The air vents, 
in time-honoured Bentley 
practice, are organ-stop 
controlled, and slide as 
though in oil. The steering 
wheels are all hand-stitched. 


in one of the most time- 
consuming parts of the 
assembly: each wheel 
takes five hours to swathe 
with leather. Elsewhere, 
stitching is sometimes done 
by machine, sometimes 
by hand. The cross- and 
contrast-stitching is always 
hand done, and apparently 
individual craftsmen can 
recognise their own work. 
Diamond quilt upholstery 
- machine stitched - is 
standard on the Bentayga, 
though straight fluting is 
also available. ‘Comfort’ and 
‘Sports’ seats are offered. 
Eighteen people hand-build 
the Bentayga’s seats. 


Finally, let us return to those hallowed halls, built on a 
former potato field, to make aero engines to defend the 
realm. Though ‘made in Crewe’, most of the major 
mechanical components that constitute a Bentayga 
actually come from Germany. This includes block, heads 
and crankshaft. Britain, it seems, does not have the 
manufacturing capability to make big castings in big 
volumes. Crewe may be the kings of hand craftsmanship. 
But when it comes to machine mass production, Germany 
still reigns supreme. C3 
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Oh Porsche,! 

what have i 
you 

In killing off the 911’s sublime natur 
Porsche also killed off the car’s soi 
project engineer, ‘and here’s the ric 

Words Georg Kacher | Photography Barry 





76 TOPCAR.CO.ZA November 2015 




Shotgun ride: new Porsche 911 



November 2015 TOPCAR.CO.ZA 77 




THIS IS THE biggest moment in the 911’s evolution 
since the water-cooled engine replaced air-cooling back 
in 1997. That change was mostly about noise levels, yet it 
sent shockwaves coursing through the 911-sphere after 
34 years of air power. But the 911 survived, despite a 
challenging new look that made the 996 the first 911 to 
appear more revolution than evolution. 

Now, as the current 991 model gets a mid-life overhaul 
for 2016, the change is all about efficiency - more torque 
from a downsized twin-turbocharged engine, less thirst, 
lower emissions. It s the Zeitgeist. All Borsches (bar the 
GT3} will be turbocharged from now on, so we have no 
choice but to get used to it. But the 91TS unique handling 
characteristics, its power delivery, its soundtrack, are 
delicate things. And of course the addition of all that 
plumbing puts onto the qiTs rear axle arguably the very 
last thing it needed: more weight. 

This is our first chance to assess the new qiTs 
character, via a full-throttle shotgun ride in the company 
of 991 project boss August ‘Gustf Achleitner. And he’s in 
determined mood. . . 

WE SHOOT UP to the right-hander like a hungry shark 
aiming for its prey. Third gear, brake. Second gear, brake 
harder. Lift-off-and-turn-in smoothly, keep the torque 
flowing, then - just past the second apex - boot it! We 
have a drift, for one, two, three seconds, followed by a 
very graceful exit. ‘Could you ask the photographer to 
send me this picture, please,’ says Achleitner, with 
trademark dry humour. 

The 991/2 may be a mid-life revision, but chief designer 
Michael Mauer and his team have introduced subtle 
changes to help us mark it out - such as LED sidelights, 
3D tail-lights, motorised nasal air-intakes which close 
above iskph and an all-black new rear air-intake with 
longitudinal rather than east-west slats. ‘We made 
improvements where we felt a need for them,’ says 
Achleitner. ‘But we certainly did not mess with the 
character of the marque’s most iconic product.’ 

We’re spending the day in a red pre-production Carrera 
S. Camouflage? Two strips of body-colour tape at one 
end, two faux transparent tail-light covers at the other. 
Already clearly visible are new xenons with trademark 
quad-dot daytime running lights, new 2oin mag wheels, ► 
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New 

Jr vertical-slat ^ 
W rear air-intake ^ 

needed to feed 
twin-turbo engine as 
well as two intercoolers 
L somehow squeezed 
W inside the rear A 

wings. 



3.0-litre 

^ twin-turbo 
f flat-six is a completely ^ 
new engine. Maximum 
torque is available all the 
way from 1 700rpm to 5000, 
creating more performance 
lower down and reducing 
k fuel consumption. Redline 
V at 7500rpm rarely A 
needed. 


Smaller 
capacity key to 
r enhanced efficiency. ^ 
Carrera S engine is SOOcc 
smaller than before, yet 
generates 15kW and 60Nm 
more. Turbos force air 
into the combustion 
. chambers at 0.9bar 
^ (1.1 in Carrera S). A 
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Shotgun ride: new Porsche 911 


991 vs 991.2; Spot the difference 
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3800CC atmo flat-six 


3000CC bi-turbo flat-six 

Displacement 21% smaller 
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991.2 Carrera S PDK (2016) 


991 Carrera S PDK (2011) 


8.7£/100km 


7.7£/100km +12% 








Fear not, 
that distinct 
wiiiingness to 
bum rubber and 
peei tarmac has 
been retained 
and refined 
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Steering wheel based 
on 918 Spyder takes 
on more functions 
and lowers the button 
count elsewhere. New 
nav screen arrives in 
21st century at last 







Shotgun ride: new Porsche 911 


Carrera 

^ now gets GTS’s 
^ rear-wheel steering, ^ 
sharpening turn-in and 
aiding high-speed stability. 
Porsche Active Suspension 
Management (PASM) now 
standard, lowering ride 
height by 10mm. 

L Rear wheels O.Sin A 
wider. ^ 


and the aforementioned new air-intake which now feeds the 
engine as well as the two intercoolers which are stowed 
away in the rear wings. 

As before, the S moniker signals more grunt and more twist 
action (309kW/350oNm for the S, 272kW/45oNm for the 
Carrera). Originally, Porsche had contemplated equipping 
the base model with a 2.7-litre twin- turbo flat-six instead of 
the outgoing 3.4, but the consumption advantage was 
marginal and the added complexity would have hurt the 
budget. So it’s a 3.0-litre twin-turbo for the C2/C2S and 4.0 
litres for the future top-of-the-line turbo (what will they call 
that - 911 Turbo turbo?). Although both engines gain only 
i5kW in absolute power and 6oNm, it’s the wide torque delta 
between the old and new torque curves which is claimed to 
make all the difference. 

Achleitner prefers to operate his latest creation in manual 
mode, ‘so that I’m always close to that wide sweet spot 
where this engine responds without delay.’ Really without 
delay? From a passenger perspective, there is no turbo lag as 
such, but somehow the throttle action does not feel quite as 
electrifying as we remember it from the soon defunct GTS 
motor which reached its cut-out speed 5oorpm later. Thanks 
to oodles of low-end urge, there is now no real need to tap 
the 2 50orpm that lie between the torque summit and the 
performance peak. 

‘We worked long and hard to make the 9A2 engines sound 
good, to give them a voice of their own,’ says Achleitner. ‘It 
was a difficult task, but I am happy with the result.’ While 
the run-of-the-mill versions are said to be a little more 
decibel-conscious, our test car is fitted with the vocal sports 
exhaust which trumpets through two fat tailpipes 
positioned below the numberplate. In Sex Pistols mode, full 
acceleration makes horses prance, has birds fly up in 
clusters, arches the backs of resident cats. 

While the turbos breathe fresh air into the combustion 
chambers of the Carrera motor at no more than o.qbar, the 
wind force rises to i.ibar in the S engine. Chargers, 
intercoolers and related gadgets put that extra weight on the 
rear wheels, which normally is poison for the already critical 
weight distribution and handling balance (the S manual is 
30kg heavier than before at 1420kg). ‘Not the case,’ says 
Achleitner. ‘On the contrary, the 991/2 feels even more 
relaxed at speed, the front axle in particular is firmly 
planted, and there is a new quality to the overall 
compliance.’ Gustl sets the drive programme in Sport, 
pushes the PSM stability button and cracks a grin. ‘We 
developed a slide -without-r egret mode which permits 
astonishing drift angles yet prevents you reliably from 
ending up in the ditch. It’s a software thing supported by 
rear-wheel steering which can now be specified for the 
Carrera S.’ After a long pause, a postscript: ‘Someone said 
that speed plus stability equals excitement. They were right.’ 


Inspired by his own words, he sets the car power- 
oversteering through every corner that asks for it, 
peppering the side windows with insects. 

The PDK-equipped 309kW version can hit lookph in 
3.9sec, eclipsing its predecessor by o.2sec and becoming 
the first Carrera to dip below the q.osec mark. But, while 
the top speed climbs by a token 3kph in both models, the 
big news is that fuel consumption drops by between 6% 
and 13%. In the case of the Carrera S it improves from 
S.yf /100km to y.yf , and CO2 is down from 202g/km to 
an astonishing 174. 

The 991/2 is a multi-talented, multi-tasking sports car. 
Among the new skills it acquires is waftability. Thanks to 
the long-legged top gear, the black box’s strong desire to 
cut revs in Drive, and the ability to coast under trailing 
throttle, this Porsche is a remarkably relaxed on-demand 
cross-country cruiser. But fear not, that distinct 
willingness to burn rubber and peel tarmac has been 
retained and refined - and pleasingly they’ve made it 
easier to access the dark side of the car’s character by 
fitting a mode dial to the new sports steering-wheel, 
918-style (and Femn-manettino-style). There are five 
different attitudes to choose from: Normal, Individual, 
Sport, Sport Plus and Sport Response which is clearly 
tuned for track use only. The rotary control conducts the 
performance of drivetrain, dampers, rear air dam and 
exhaust. The choice is between comfort and sport, and you 
may mix and match your favourite traits and store them 
under Individual. Although this is 
clearly a step in the right direction, 
we would prefer to access engine and 
transmission separately. Why? 

Because there is no need to mate a 
very fast throttle response to an 
unsuitably low gear 
and correspondingly 
high revs .Just as my 
stomach pit is about to 
make an emergency 
call, Gustl slows down, 
turns off and heads for 
the Pforzheim basin. 

Rounding up his new 
favourite ram with two 
fingers and a ginger 
right foot, he aims at 
every drainage grid 
and manhole cover. ‘What do you think? Can you feel 
the difference? We reprogrammed the PASM software, 
and this is the result: better low-speed ride, more 
progressive response, decent compliance even with 2oin 
tyres. Worth mentioning in this context is the available ► 


New manettino- 
style mode selector 
includes Sport 
Response, which 
puts the car into 
maximum attack 
mode for 20sec 

e 
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Georg tries the cabrio’s driving seat. 
Never has a right foot been this twitchy 


Infotainment stars Apple CarPlay, Google 
Earth, voice control and ace new touchscreen 


front- axle lift which adds 40mm of ground clearance for 
steep ramps and tall kerbs.’ Unfortunately, this 
particular extra costs about as much as a dozen 
replacement aprons. Absolutely free of charge are the 
more slippery aerodynamics which provide more 
downforce at speed while improving the drag coefficient. 

During our excursion through Swabian suburbia, there 
is plenty of time to check out the upgraded infotainment. 
The centre console itself has not changed much, but the 
new in- dash monitor offers better graphics and additional 
features such as Apple CarPlay and Google Earth. You can 
also go online, have messages read out to you, hop on 
Facebook, check out the weather and benefit from RTTI 
which is so much faster than yesterday’s old-school traffic 
news. Dubbed PCM4, the revised set-up boasts a 
smartphone-like touchscreen with swipe and zoom and 
scroll functions. Proximity sensors enlarge your fingertip’s 
icon of desire. Together with the mode switch, PCM4 
marks an important step towards an all-new MMI system 
which will likely be launched in about four years’ time 
together with the 992. Which is another way of saying 
that 911 customers must wait until 2019 for a head-up 
display, additional assistance systems and the increasingly 
significant plug-in hybrid. 

After country roads and city traffic, we are now 
heading for the A8 autobahn, direction Karlsruhe. 
Almost automatically, my driver morphs into cloak-and- 
dagger mode, pulling down his Zorro mask and giving it 
enough stick to allow me to figure out what this new 
engine really sounds like. Initially, full throttle feels like 
departing from the launch pad of an aircraft carrier, but 
after a while one gets used to the trademark kick-and- 
rush rhythm, the extrovert racing up the shrill tone- 
ladder, the intermittent bass-heavy lift-off jam session. 
It’s a nice noise - 1 like it. But it is different to the 
naturally aspirated engine - more techno than orchestra, 
more dense, with more nuances within a narrower 
acoustic frame. Do you know what it is - it’s modern. It’s 
the sound of the immediate future. I’m fairly certain we 
will grow to embrace it. 

Against the inner stopwatch, however, the 991/2 feels 
barely faster than the more raucous, rev-hungry previous 
model. What puts the new car in a league of its own are 
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the meatier low- to -mid-range 
punch and the greater forward 
urgency in seventh gear. But let’s 
for a moment forget about sheer 
velocity in a straight line. Let’s 
instead relish the confidence- 
inspiring directional stability, the 
securely tied-down front end, the 
immunity to that once highly 
critical mix of radius, rut, ridge 
and high speed. All of which 
helped this 911 to shave 10 whole 
seconds off the previous Carrera’s 
best Nordschleife lap time, 
posting ymin 30sec. 

Dopey trucker with rear-view 
mirror allergy? Indicator-lazy 
sales rep in text-messaging 

trance? No problem when you’re at the helm of the new 
Carrera S, which decelerates with vitriolic spontaneity, 
punching you in the head and simultaneously straining 
the neck muscles. Still on the credit side, the Porsche’s 
ability to follow a chosen line does not suffer when you 
must suddenly sway and swerve, changing lanes, 
braking hard. 

The second time we exceed an indicated 274kph, a 
warning beep recommends to check the tyre pressures. 
For the first time, Gustl Achleitner blushes. ‘Instead of 
the high-performance setting, I chose the lower-pressure 
mode because it cushions the ride by a fraction,’ he says. 
‘In combination with the softer front anti-roll bar, the 
suspension is now also less susceptible to lateral 
irritations and better balanced overall. Even a lift-off 
manoeuvre at 29okph will do no harm.’ Much too soon, 
the Heimsheim exit looms. At the lights, we turn right 
and storm up the hill, direction Weissach. One more 
chance to high-five the limiter at 750orpm, to let my 
broad back cushion the full-throttle upshift kicks, to boo 
the fake double-declutch as we slow down for the main 
gate. Game over. Driver change? Sadly, not until the 
official launch in November. Until then there’s only one 
answer to ‘Oh Porsche, what have you done?’ Porsche 
done good, ca 





It’s a nice noise - 1 like 
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Red car is wearing light 
disguise (check out those 
fake rear lamps) but silver 
car the real deal. Motorised 
nasal air-intakes close 
above 15kph 
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WEEKEND 

OF THE GREATS 

They’re all here: Hannu Mikkola, Stig Blomqvist, Walter Rdhrl... and us, in 
Colin McRae’s Impreza. In a quiet German town for one weekend of frenetic 
action, the ghosts of rallying’s golden past rise again 

Words Adam Towler Photography Tom Salt 
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And this is us! Steve Rockingham drives, 
Adam Towler navigates in Impreza WRC R19 
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Our man with 
Timo Salonen: 
‘Sugar right 
5 over plate, 
cornflakes left 3 
don’t cut’ etc 


CANT TALK. I don t mean in the 
metaphoric sense; I mean, I really can’t 
talk. My mouth opens but only a 
pathetic croak emerges, interspersed at 
random moments with a crack that 
sends my suffering vocal chords soaring 
an octave higher. This could be a 
problem: in just a few hours I will be 
calling pace notes from the very seat 
where Nicky Grist once guided Colin 
McRae to victory in the 1998 Rally of 
Portugal. The ceremonial start of the 2015 Eifel Rallye Festival, a 
gathering every year of flame-spewing old rally cars and star 
drivers, is just an hour or so away. 

A surreal few days begins in a small hotel in the provincial 
town of Daun, Germany. I am sitting down to breakfast when 
in walks a kindly looking older chap with a deep, Floridian tan 
and piercing blue eyes. He looks straight at me, smiles quietly, 
and then ambles over to the cereal selection. It’s Hannu 
Mikkola. The Hannu Mikkola, as in the 1983 World Rally 
Champion. As I turn back wide-eyed to contemplate my dry 
croissant his long-time co-driver Arne Hertz strolls past as if 
he’s on the way to the hotel pool. 

The man I’m here to share breakfast with arrives a few minutes 
later. The thick-rimmed spectacles and sturdy physique are as 
unremarkable today as the polo shirt, shorts 
and canvas shoes of any sexagenarian on 
holiday, but in the mid-’ 80s they lent this 
Flying Finn the nickname Loysd - ‘slack’ - for, 
when combined with his chain smoking habit, 
they gave the impression that Timo Salonen 
wasn’t, perhaps, taking the sport as seriously 
as some of his rivals. His blistering raw speed 
soon made that epithet deeply ironic. 

He tells me he hasn’t driven a Group B 
Peugeot 205 T16 since the end of the 1986 
RAC Rally - until yesterday that is. ‘It felt 
like I have been making rally one week ago,’ 
he says in a deep, clipped Finnish accent. 
Timo arrived in the 1985 Peugeot team as 
the understudy to Ari Vatanen’s star turn, 
but the tables soon turned: T had no 
pressure, but after two, three rallies, Vatanen 
had big pressure. It was a big surprise to Ari 
that I was so fast.’ It’s a sentiment echoed 
later when I chat to Maurice Picquenot in 
the service park. He’s here looking after the 
T16 that Timo will drive tomorrow, and was 
Timo’s chief mechanic during that spine- 
tingling ’85 season: he hasn’t seen Timo for 
29 years either. 

There are over 150 rally cars entered into 
this festival of gratuitous oversteer: 
everything from a two-stroke Saab that 
billows blue smoke, to those ferocious Group 
B monsters of the 1980s, such as the MG 
Metro 6R4 and the short-wheelbase Audi 
Sport Quattro. There are Group A Integrales 
and WRC-era Corollas; drifting Group 4 
Escorts, and Sandro Munari in the car forever associated with 
his driving genius, the Fancia Stratos in Alitalia colours. Walter 
R 5 hrl, naturally, is present, as he is every year. Even in just our 
little corner of the service park there are two Ford RS200S 
parked alongside and a three-door Sierra RS Cosworth driven ► 
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Sandro Munari in 
the car for^ver^ 4 
• associated wi^^hls' 
K;dt^g geniusTthe^ 
S' Lancia Stratos\ - 


November 2015 | TOPCAR.CO.ZA 87 



Motorsport: Eifel Rallye Festival 
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" ' stage times, so the 

still-outlawed Group 
B cars can compete 
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this weekend by 1984 World Rally Champion Stig Blomqvist. 
The organisers do not release the stage times, which means the 
still-outlawed Group B machines can actively compete, but that 
doesn’t stop everyone trying very hard indeed. 

First, a confession: I have never navigated in a rally car before, a 
fact that seems absurd given the company I’m keeping and the 
car I’ll be calling the notes from. That I’m here is entirely due to 
my friend Steve Rockingham, who owns ‘R19WRC’. He loves 
rallying, started driving competitively in road rallies years ago, 
and nowadays does the odd rally while regularly demonstrating 
his cars at events like this one. 

‘Don’t worry if you get lost or you throw up,’ says Steve 
cheerfully, trying to be encouraging. ‘I’ve driven some of the 
stages before and it’s meant to be fun.’ But I know that Steve, a 
successful and competitive bloke, will want to put on a good 
show for the thousands of spectators expected to line the special 
stages, just as I suspect Steve knows that I, as a rallying-obsessed 
car nut, will be mortified if I’m not immediately up to scratch, 
however unrealistic that might be. 

‘R19’ debuted at Rally GB in 1997 with Kenneth Eriksson at 
the wheel; while Colin and Nicky won in a sister Prodrive 
Impreza WRC, ‘R19’ retired ingloriously on the very first stage. 
In 1998 Colin drove ‘R19’ to that Portuguese success, and in 1999 
it did a full WRC season in the hands of Freddy Dor, a 
wealthy French businessman closely associated with 
Prodrive. He was not a man who required sponsors; 
hence the plain white livery the car wears to this day. 

Steve doesn’t have a lavish team of mechanics, so we 
have to share all the prep duties and pack everything into 
his works van. That’s the same van we use for recceing 
the stages, which leads to the amusing sight of a Vito 
sideways on gravel. Steve’s regular co-driver Fiona has 
photocopied her pace notes from previous years, but they 
need adjustment for this year’s changes, and one stage is 
new anyway. Making pace notes is engrossing, but 
reading and writing on the move makes me nauseous, 
which bodes ill for tomorrow. 

It’s Saturday evening, and there’s no time to worry 
about my disappearing voice now. It’s the infamous 
Hilgerath: 12.53 special stage miles, begun at dusk. A 
large crowd sees us off from the town centre, while all 
along the road route fans wave from the kerbside. 

My nerves really spike as we reach the time control for 


the stage. After fumbling with intercom lead, headset, helmet 
and Hans device, finally I manage to connect everything, click 
together my belts, tighten them enthusiastically until my privates 
make me wince, and all just in time as we pull up to the start 
line. The crowd, five-deep in places, looks on animatedly. 

We’re next, and I’m sweating profusely. I glance across and 
observe Steve’s face, reddish and perspiring behind the nomex 
face mask, the eyes bulging with raw concentration and the 
breathing fast on the intercom, and I suddenly realise how 
psyched he is; how psyched you have to be to drive a proper 
World Rally Car with conviction on a special stage. This is going 
to be wild. And it is. 

Go! Hilgerath begins with a long, high-speed section on a main 
road, and we’re soon on the rev limiter in top gear, the 
transmission whining so loud it’s boring a hole through my 
helmet. I remember this from the recce: awkward braking at 
high speed while still exiting the ‘left-four’ of an S-bend. Ooof. 
The water-cooled brakes bite so hard I feel the air compressed 
from my lungs - just as well, then, that I’ve already called the 
‘right-two’ that leads off into the forest. Steve controls the 
inevitable wag of the tail with a snap of the wrists, then 
exaggerates it with a Scandinavian flick before judicious use of 
the ‘bar’ to make the next right. 

The racket inside the car is immense, and aware that my vocal 
chords are giving up I shout as loud as I possibly can. For Steve, 
headset turned up to the appropriate volume, they’re practically 
splitting his eardrums. Repeatedly he gesticulates to calm down 
while we slide perilously between trees, but I can’t decipher a 
word, and continue to manically rasp out instructions. 

Eventually Steve bravely reaches behind his seat and turns me 
down, but not before I get mixed up with the notes, lose my place, 
and have to admit ‘on air’ that I’m merely a passenger, which 
leaves me stewing in abject fury with myself, compounded when 
I get us lost leaving the stage afterwards. 

Nevertheless, the adrenalin means I’m deliriously happy as we 
return the Subaru clanking and stuttering into the service park. 
By the time we’ve packed the Impreza away for the night the rain 
is hammering on the roof of the awning, and with most fans 
retired to the local bars, I find myself sharing a beer with Stig 
and Steve, the three of us chatting about the state of modern 
rallying in the dim light of a wet Eifel evening. It’s one of those 
moments when you repeatedly pinch yourself on the arm just to 
check you’re not dreaming. 

It’s still raining on Saturday morning, and so we change to ► 


Colin McRae won 
the ’98 Portuguese 
Rally in this car. We 
understand why 


November 2015 | TOPCAR.CO.ZA 




Then the unthinkable: we 
catch the Munari Stratos 
mid-stage. It’s like 1990s 
S^a Rally 


O 

Steve knows the 
Demerath stage 
well. Just as well, 
as our man’s got 
his pace notes in 
the wrong order 
again 


Veteran of the ’74 
Safari Rally, 911 
Carrera RS 
2.7 pushes on 

O 


intermediate tyres. Ahead of us lie three stages, repeated 
again in the afternoon. After last night’s baptism of near- 
bewilderment, I’m doubly determined to raise my game. 

The Kelberg stage is a beast, but thankfully nausea doesn’t 
seem to trouble me, and things are going better until I lose 
my place again; I’ve written my new notes far too densely 
packed together, inviting trouble. I should have written them 
out again in the hotel room last night but didn’t dare to, in 
case I copied them wrongly. 

Onwards, then, to the Demerath stage. Steve knows this 
one, and goes on the attack. I’m 
learning fast, but then disaster: my 
notes are in the wrong order, another 
daft mistake. 

At Lehwald, SS5, the notes get wet 
when we dive through a particularly 
deep puddle, water splurging over the 
familiar intake mouth on the bonnet 
and splashing me through the slightly 
ajar passenger’s window. The last two 
pages stick in the heat of the moment. 


’86 Ford 
RS200 in the 
workshop 
area. ‘I’d offer 
you a beer 
but we’ve 
only got 
31 bottles’ 
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The 5 ages of World Rallying 


1973-1981 

The early years 

First World 

Championship comprises 
classic events from the rally 
calendar. The 70s is the era 
of flamboyant heroes such 
as Munari, Clark and Mikkola. 
Regs permit a broad variety 
of cars, from mid-engined 
Lancias to heavyweight 
450SLC Merc coupes. 


1987-1996 
Group A 

Production-based cars mark the new 
era, which matures into a thrilling 
battle of various factory teams from 


Europe and Japan: think Integrale, 
Celica GT4, Escort Cosworth, 
Impreza and Mitsubishi Evo, all with 
memorable road versions. 




1982-1986 

Group B 




1970 


1980 


Low production numbers (200) 
combine with turbo power, 

4wd and composite bodywork 
to create FI acceleration on 
gravel. Popular, but dangerous 
for drivers and spectators, 
and Flenri Toivonen’s death in 
Corsica in ’86 leads to the cars 
being banned. 


1990 


1997-2010 
The WRC eri 

Cost forces WRC to move 
away from homologation and 
the sport makes a play for 
increased TV airtime. Night 
stages are dropped and rallies 
made much shorter. It works 
for a bit, then Sebastian Loeb’s 
domination and declining 
entries scare TV off. 

2000 


and I’m too 
slow again 
with the next 
instruction. 

On the 
penultimate 
stage of the 
day Munari suddenly 
appears as we queue for the 
stage start, apparently 
having located a suitable 
piece of undergrowth to do 
the necessary. I ask him to 
sign my roadbook and he 
obliges, before his co-driver 
shouts over urging him to 
clamber back into the 
Stratos for the start. 

Then the unthinkable: 
we’ve caught the Munari 
Stratos mid-stage. It’s like 
Sega Rally in the arcades, 
back in the 1990s. The back 
of the Lancia now 
completely fills our 
windscreen, slewing 
violently left then right like 
a computer graphic driven in behind 
the car’ view. The un-silenced bark of 
the Dino V6 nearly shatters the glass 
yet still I hear Steve curse at the 
holdup, the adrenalin of the moment 
temporarily superseding his natural 
respect for the legend. One turbocharged lunge and 
we’re past, two wheels on the grass. Sideways. Ciao, 
Sandrol I raise a hand in apologetic thanks; this is 
brilliantly ridiculous. 

By the final stage of the day I just want to complete 
one run without any silly errors. And then, just for a 
brief moment, something clicks. Later, analysing 
everything, I realise I barely look up from my notes, 
sensing instead where we are on the stage by feeling the 
car’s movement left and right, side 
to side, pivoting. My notes are in 
sync with the car and Steve, and 
it’s a wonderful, almost ethereal 
feeling; perhaps a tiny, fleeting 
glimpse of that special 
togetherness Colin and Nicky 
always felt in R19WRC, both 
relying equally on each other to 
achieve something amazing 
through trust alone - and to stay 
alive. As we cross the finish there’s 
sheer exhilaration, which has 
barely subsided by the time we 
return one last time to the service 
park, and the raucous bray of the 
Subaru finally falls silent. The 
mud is already drying pale and 
crusty, Stig grins at me 
knowingly, and the beer tastes 
really, really good, ca 

2010 


2011-present 

Smaller is 
better? 

WRC attempts to regroup, 
with smaller, more dramatic 
cars powered by 1.6-litre 
engines. VW and Flyundai 
factory teams do battle, 
with the former’s big budget 
making them the new force. 


Stig Blomqvist, 
1984 World Rally 
Champion, has 
met some ace 
co-drivers in his 
time. Now he’s 
also met Adam 
Towler 


Motorsport: Eifel Rallye Festival 
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WIN A BllEATHTAKING EXPERIENCE; 
TREaUB H KEAEFAST \\l N WITH I NFI MTI 


bpCar readers the chance to Join theTopCarjteam on one of theirannoai Breakfast R uns wjife re we'fn^^^ 
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BREAKFASfk 
DATES A 


14 November 2015 

InflnitT Centre Hatfield 1290 
Pretof I us Street, Hatfield, 
Pretoria 


13 February 2016 

Ififirrltl Centre Melrose 
89 Corlett Drive, 
Johannesburg 


RENDEZVOUS 


POINTS* 


• TERMSaCQN&ITiOWS: 

• TopCar reserves Che right to select participams al Its discretion. 

TopCaralso re serves the right to withhold partkipitlon to any seiected |i»rtyal its dlscmtloit. 

• Selected participants will be noticed 10 days priorto the event, 

• Dates and other details are 5ub|ect to change without any prior comniy nkation. 

• Par tkipants must be older than IS and in possession of a valid South African driver's license. 

• Far lid panes are allowed to bring one partner and will only be allowed to enter the Breakfast 
Run in the region in which they reside. 

• A buffet breakfast wilt be provided. All othercosts, whether expressed or Implied, 
including transport to and from the Breakfast Run meeting point, and speeding fines, 
including fines Incurred on the Breakfast Run, are for the partkipant'is account, 

• Farckipanis will have to sign an indemitlty form before the start of t he Breakfast Run and 
must obey «U traffic rules on the Breakfast Run Itself, 


The Infiniti Q50 


INFINITI 

INSPIRED PERFORMANCE 






The part, in this 
case a wing mirror, 
is finished in hours, 
versus days or even 
weeks by other 
means. It’s ready 
to be fitted to a 
ciay modei for a 
^ styiing review 


^fECH KNOW. 


The innovations transforming our drivingwoMd^^ 


Because 3D printing 
is an additive process, 
oniy appiying materiai 
where it’s needed, 
waste is considerabiy 
reduced compared to 
traditionai modeiiing 
methods 




B lowing James Bond’s DB5 to 
smithereens in Skyfall wsis 
sacrilegious, except that the Aston 
was a realistic one-third scale 
model made using 3D printing, 
the same technology that churns out 
thousands of low-cost bespoke hearing aids 
and that enabled Joel Gibbard, winner of this 
year’s James Dyson Award, to make an 
inexpensive custom-fit prosthetic hand in less 
than two days. 

Such is 3D printing’s anticipated impact 
across manufacturing that The Economisthsis 
dubbed it ‘the third industrial revolution’, 
likely to have a similar impact on 
manufacturing as Henry Ford’s production 
line for the Model T in 1913. 

Jaguar Land Rover is in the motor industry 
vanguard embracing a technology that is 
revolutionising the way cars are designed and 
tested. ‘In 1992 we were among the first 
adopters of 3D printing,’ explains Mark 
Barrington, JLR’s prototype and tooling 
manager. ‘In those days the processes weren’t 
that capable but we could see the 


potential, and we’re realising that 
today.’ ‘Wheel proposals used to be 
modelled in clay - a single wheel 
could take 10 days,’ says Jaguar’s 
director of design Ian Galium. ‘Now 
we can print a full-size 22-inch 
wheel in a matter of hours. That’s a 
huge saving in time, but 3D printing 
also ensures accuracy’ 

JLR prints some 35000 parts a 
year, at a cost of £1 million in materials. 
Printed components range from replica 
radiator grilles for validation models through 
to more fragile switchgear, key fobs and door- 
mirror casings (see illustration) for one-off 
concept cars. 

The reason for 3D printing’s rapid rise from 
intriguing novelty to design and engineering 
must-have, says Barrington, is simple: time. 
When an OEM is developing a new car, time 
to market is of the essence. Get a new car into 
the showroom more quickly and you save 
money and slash the waiting time before 
revenues start rolling in. 

Traditionally, many prototype components 


3D printing is far 
faster and more 
accurate than 
traditional modelling 
materials 


such as door handles, air- 
conditioning vents, trim and 
binnacles have been laboriously 
hand-crafted or produced from 
prototype tooling, a process that 
could take weeks or even months. 
Now a 3D printer can turn a 
computer aided design (CAD) file 
into a prototype part without 
tooling. Parts are produced in a 
fraction of the time, once they reach the front 
of the print queue (a day or two at JLR). This 
enables design iterations to be evaluated and 
tested rapidly as engineers and designers seek 
optimal solutions. Because 3D printing’s also 
an additive process - material added rather 
than machined away - there’s no waste. 

‘On the engineering side, 3D printing is 
extremely useful for looking at the 
manufacturability of a proposed component,’ 
explains Jaguar F-Pace vehicle line director 
Kevin Stride. ‘You can do anything in CAD, 
but that doesn’t always translate into an 
assembly that’s real-world feasible. With 3D 
printing we can create the parts in question 
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The process starts 
with a CAD model 
of the component. 
The model can be 
rendered and viewed 
on-screen but that’s 
no good for a design 
review. . . a 


is transmitted directly 
to the 3D printer, which 
gradually builds up the 
part in layers as fine as a 
human hair. A laser scans 
across the material 
fusing it together 
and building the 
component 




quickly, call people in from engineering and 
production to check that what we want to do 
is feasible. It’s come a long way - a few years 
ago we could only print small parts.’ 

JLR uses four types of 3D printing, 
depending on the job. Polyjet modelling and 
stereolithography are used for detailed 
components such as dials and switches - 
polyjet printers spray 30-micron thick layers 
of polymer resin which are then hardened by 
a scanning laser to build up the part; 
stereolithography sweeps a laser across a vat 
of resin, building the part up one loo-micron 
layer at a time. Laser sintering fuses thicker, 
120 -micron layers of nylon powder using a 
laser. In fused deposition modelling (FDM), 
layers are laid down in tough ABS plastic. 

For now cost means 3D printing is a 
technology for design and engineering rather 
than production, though Barrington believes 
there are opportunities for halo products and 
personalisation: We could add high-value 
content to a small number of vehicles - that’s 
when the public will start to see more 
automotive 3D printing.’ 



The next big things 

by Citroen’s Cactus designer 

Frederic Duvernier, external design lead on the Cactus M, 
talks simplicity, romance, innovation. . . and surf dudes 



‘WE BELIEVE THAT CARS are becoming overcomplicated and 
overdesigned. The Cactus M is all about the spirit of simplicity. All the best 
old Citroens have a romantic feeling to them: the 2CV, the Mehari, the DS. 
That’s what we’re trying to recapture here. 


> Cars are becoming more complicated yes, 
but don’t assume everyone wants more 
gadgets. My young designers in their 20s are 
buying ‘young-timers’ in their spare time - 
’80s and ’90s cars like Porsche 944s. They 
appreciate simple pleasures. If we do add 
technology like safety features to our range, 
they should operate seamlessly in the 
background. 

> We’ve designed the Cactus M around 
the surfer lifestyle: we spoke to real surfers 
and they loved icons like the VW Combi and 
our old Mehari beach buggy. But why 
shouldn’t modern cars slot into people’s 
lifestyles too? I hope in future we can offer 
accessories for more niches, so customers 
don’t have to go to aftermarket suppliers like 
Thule to carry their surfboards and bicycles. 
We should be providing for our customers’ 
needs. 

> Airbump is an example of design and 
engineering working hand in hand. 

The styling team came up with the concept 
originally and had no idea how it might 
work in production. It could have been 
inflatable or a special material - but the 
engineers went away and made it work. 
People either love Airbump or hate it. We 
will continue to develop the technology, but 
it won’t feature on every new Citroen 


moving forwards. It divides opinion 
too much. 

> We love pushing our designs to the limits, 
but we have to be constrained by economic 
reality. Headlamps are a case in point: we can 
do amazing things with LED lights, but one 
LED costs more than six bulbs. There’s no 
point designing something that’s going to 
add €500 (R7500) to the retail price if it puts 
the car out of reach of its typical customers. 

> Innovation is what Citroen is all about. 
The DS famously pushed the boundaries and 
so did the Traction Avant - one of the first 
cars with a monocoque chassis. It made it 
20o-30okg lighter than the competition. 
That’s true innovation. 

> Citroen can do luxury cars still - it’s just a 
different expression. It can be relaxing, like 
yachting. That’s the French meaning of 
luxury - it’ll be very different from the 
German premium way of doing it. 

> Depending on the project we’re working 
on, we occasionally ask the Citroen heritage 
team to bring up one of the old models from 
our back catalogue. We can’t drive them, but 
they do spend time in our studio. There’s no 
greater inspiration.’ 

INTERVIEW BY TIM POLLARD 
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TECH KNOW 



Arrows show the 
direction of water 
entering indirectly 
from the aircon 
tank via the intake 
manifold plenum, 
and directly via the 
combustion chamber 


o 

Water 

injection, 

distiiied 

Water injection is 
not new. It’s been 
used in turbocharged 
rally cars for years, 
and aftermarket 
kits filtered into the 
performance-tuning 
industry well over a 
decade ago. Why 
only introduce such 
a simple, cost- 
effective technology 
now? Because it’s 
perfectly suited to 
turbocharged petrols, 
and BMW have 
gradually switched 
to forced-induction 
engines. 

© 

Coming on 
stream 

The system in 
the M4 GTS is 
production-ready. 
Water generated by 
the aircon is pumped 
from a seven-litre 
tank and injected 
into the intake 
manifold plenum 
(indirect injection). 
When the water 
vapourises, it cools 
the intake air like a 
second intercooler. 


It’s a miracle! BMW turns 
water into (engine) whine 

Water injection promises more power, less fuel. By Ben Barry 


B MW’s latest technology 

sounds like snake oil: up to io% 
more performance, and benefits 
to fuel efficiency that increase the 
harder you drive. But that s the promise 
with water injection. Even if you rarely 
drive flat-out, says BMW, youll still get 
results. To prove the point, it’s being 
demonstrated at polar ends of the line-up: 
ultra-efficient three-cylinder i Series and 
ultra-powerful M4 GTS concept car, which 
use different versions of the technology. We 
took a look at BMW’s Miramas test facility. . . 


M4 GTS concept 
has indirect water 
injection. Production 
version gets it in 2016 


e 


BMW quotes a 
1 0% performance 
boost, but it’s the 
fuel-efficiency claims 
that really stand out: 
mash the throttle 
on track and there’s 
a promised 23% 
improvement. 



© 

The next 
wave 

Further from 
production is the 
three-cylinder 1 
Series. It uses both 
indirect and direct 
water injection, 
water being injected 
straight into the 
combustion chamber 
for the latter method 
at a rate of around 
30% to the amount of 
fuel. Once injected, 
water evaporates and 
cools the 100°C-plus 
combustion chamber 
by around 25°C. 

This reduces the 
chance of ‘knocking’, 
so the compression 
ratio can be ramped 
up from 9.5:1 to 
11.0:1, improving 
low- to medium- 
throttle efficiency. 
There’s only a 2-3% 
improvement in lab 
tests, but that rises 
to 3-8% in typical 
driving. And the extra 
power and full-throttle 
consumption benefits 
seen on the M4 GTS 
are retained. 

© 

Water-tight 

logic 

When the engine 
is turned off, water 
in the pipes drains 
back into the 
tank, preventing 
icing in sub-zero 
temperatures, and 
engine corrosion. 
BMW says it should 
be unnecessary 
for 80% of drivers 
to ever re-fill the 
tank, only very hard 
driving or exceptional 
temperatures 
dictating otherwise. 
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IMAGES: PETER FROST 



TYRES ARE JUST tyres to the majority of 
road users, an irritation and a major expense; if 
there’s a corner to be cut, it’s usually the rubber. 
Increasingly tyres are crucial to performance 
and economy, specific tyres designed for 
specific cars and anything less reduces the 
effectiveness. Witness the VW Polo’s new 
BlueMotion 1.0TSI - its low rolling resistance 
Bridgestone Ecopia’s use nanotechnology to 
create tighter molecular bonds between the 
different natural and synthetic rubber blends, so 
reducing heat build-up and the consequent drag 
on the road. And silica in the rubber compound 
helps make the tyre soft without the need to heat 
it up. Less heat, less friction, less drag. 

At the other end of the scale General Tire went 
to extreme lengths to prove the durability and 
toughness of its updated all-terrain Grabber 
AT and heavy duty MT tyres in South Africa. 

The American company, under the umbrella 
of Continental Tyres, is aggressively attacking 
the SA market, intent on being the go-to tyre 
for first-after-new replacement customers. But 
it was the company’s hardcore Grabbers that 
signed up for the Wild Coast shindig, a punishing 
few days doing a crow-flies trek north from Kei 
Mouth through the rarely traversed State Reserve 
to Wavecrest and on to Mazeppa Bay. 

A group of seriously sceptical journos soon 
became converts - the heavens opened and the 
route became all but impassable, the rivers and 
valleys slick and treacherous. No worries for the 


Jeep Wrangler Rubicons and the MTs though, 
all of which performed, let us say conservatively, 
spectacularly. Example: at the Ngqusi River 
crossing the size and severity of the drop 
necessitated the Rubicon disconnecting its 
sway-bar (electronically from the cabin) and, 
Triffid-like, crab across the rocks, through the 
current and up the staircase-like rock face 
the other side. The MT’s deformed, reformed, 
deformed again and again, deflated to 0.5 bar, 
taking the kind of punishment no tyre should 


ever have to. No sweat. Respect. In the heavy 
red mud the tread pattern, designed to expel 
material, worked a treat, and even on the fast tar 
route back to East London the specialist tyres 
performed adequately. Great tyres, great trip, 
pity about the ticks. 

Grabber ATs are manufactured in Port Elizabeth 
and the MTs are imported from Mount Vernon in 
the States. For more information visit 
www.generaltire.co.za 


Wild ride 

Tyre technology is keeping pace with the greater tech 
explosion. Peter Frost trekked through the wildest parts 
of the Eastern Cape to test General Tire’s updated 
Grabber off-road rubber 
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For the discerning 
petroihead 

Gadgets, gizmos, apps and more. 

By Chris Wall 


DARKNESS - BE GONE! 

BIG ASS GARAGE LIGHT 

122 Watts pumping 13000 Lumens will make 
your garage visible from the moon (not 
really). The Big Ass Light looks great and 
also provides great pub talk subject matter. 
The LEDs last up to 150000 hours, which is a 
long, longtime. Neighbours will think you’ve 
captured a star. 

$399 (+/-R4700) 
www.bigasslight.com 






STORT 


BECOME YOUR OWN 
TRACKING COMPANY 


DELPHI CONNECT 

Okay, it’s only available overseas on cell 
contracts, but we need it here. Track and 
monitor your car from anywhere on your 
mobile device. Log speeds, driving habits and 
track the car live. Sends out distress 
signals in an emergency, too, and can 
V open your car if you ever lock the 
; keys inside. 

^ $100(+AR1200) 

www.deiphiconnect.com 
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LEGO SUV RACER 

Not sure when Lego got so 
detailed, but this SUV racer has ' 
a V8 lump with moving pistons. , 
There’s also gullwing doors 
and independent suspension 
all-round. Say what? Optional 
upgrades include an 8293 ■ 

Power Functions motor set ® 

for motorised gullwing doors, 
engine cover and LEDs. 

R1500 

www.yuppiegadgets.com 


ii5l» 


AIRDOG 

Got no friends but want to film yourself in that 
gymkhana? No problem with AirDog’s AirLeash 
technology. Attach action cam, launch AirDog, 
strap on AirLeash and off you go. AirDog will follow 
you anywhere and give you perfectly smooth video 
of your exploits. Good boy! 

$1295 (+/-R15000) 
www.airdog.com 


WHEN BOREDOM KICKS IN [ 

I 

POWER UP PAPER PLANE 

Everyone likes paper planes, but their airtime sucks unless you’re 
chucking it off a high balcony. The Power Up Paper Plane kit allows 
your paper plane to be remote-controlled via Bluetooth with 
a smartphone app. Tilt control, a 55m range and battery level 
indicator will eradicate boredom. 

$50 (+/-R590) 
www.amazon.com 


A month in the life of 5 key cars - starring VW, BMW, Renault, Mazda and Citroen 



Suffer for beauty 

© High sophistication 
Standard on this model, so if ^ 
your arms are full of shopping ® vowels 

Tm afraid you’ll be stranded in its name 

until you place your parcels on ^ | miss the Prado’s perks 
the kerb. Or find a stranger to 
fish for the jumbo key fob in 

your pocket. There’s no Stop/Start button here either, one 
of those things you don’t really appreciate until it’s gone. 
But you know what I miss the most? More even than the 
third row of seats? More than the USB slots between the 
Prado’s armrests even? I’ll tell you what - the Prado’s bar 
fridge with space for four water bottles! Oh man. . . that 
was the life. 

Yet while I’ll miss these features I’d be lying if I didn’t 
admit that for me this is still progress. Climbing into the 
VW Touareg is like slipping into a sharply-pressed suit 
after the track-pants Prado, which incidentally was a 
hand-me-down. This is more my style, thank you very 
much - 1 am a self-confessed urbanite and so am quite 
happy to forego the Terrain Tech option on the Touareg 
Escape model, some R3ok more. Yep, the Luxury model 
makes do with a simpler torque-sensoring (Torsen) 
centre differential and lacks low range, but it does come 
with wafting, self-levelling air suspension. 

By virtue of i8okW and 55oNm, via a buttery-smooth 
8-speed Tiptronic transmission, the Touareg is capable of 
a 7.8 second storm to lookph with a top speed of 2i8kph 
and a carbon emission payload of i89g/km. I’m battling 
to match the Prado’s lo.qf /100km fuel consumption. 

The brochure says y.if /100km but that’s just fiction. I’ve 
managed ii.q^/iookm. Seems my new ‘Golf comes with 
a jumbo appetite as well. Oh well, early days. 


I GUESS irs A 

South African thang, 
calling the Mki VW 
Golf a ‘Jumbo Golf. 
You know the term 
hey? And you can see why 
- the Mki was indeed 
reminiscent of its 
Giugiaro forebear, albeit a bit swollen like an errant 
grain of rice left out on a damp kitchen counter. My 
newly arrived longterm Volkswagen Touareg however is 
not like a soggy bit of grain, not one bit. It’s tight. Taut. 
But it is jumbo. The Golf similarities don’t end there; 
even those massive 20 inch Talladega alloy wheels mimic 
those from the previous Golf R performance hatch - 
another proponent of qMotion. There’s something about 
a contemporary Volkswagen that exudes class, excels in 
it in contrast to the more utilitarian Japanese offerings. I 
cannot help but compare my transition from last month’s 
Prado into the Touareg, ours resplendent in Reef Blue 
and endowed with sporty R-Line addenda, to what it 
must feel like graduating from an Auris X into a Golf 
GTE Where the top of the line Prado VX, with its four- 
cylinder turbodiesel will cost you R800200, the pumped 
up VW in Luxury trim will set you back R808400. 

That’s not a big price bump if I’m honest, but then, that 
doesn’t include that snazzy R-Line kit. And would you 
believe that when you do eventually make your way into 
the Vienna leather Volkswagen ambience, the list of 
things you must now do without is extensive. That’s if 
you even make it into the cabin since the first omission 
worth mentioning is keyless entry which doesn’t come 


HELLO 
MONTH 1 

VW TOUAREG 
LUXURY 3.0 V6TDI 
4M0TI0N R-LINE 



LOGBOOK VW TOUAREG 
LUXURY 3.0 V6TDI 

> Odo reading start/nowl 204/1 808knn 

> Distance covered 604km 

> Fuel consumed 71.89f 

> Average fuel consumption 11.9f/100km 

> Service interval 15000km 

> Service cost Covered by 5-year/100 000km 
service plan 

> Total fuel cost R820.15 

> Running cost R1.36/km 
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Lost 
language 
of cranes 


On the open road Mazda’s flagship diesel 
comes into its own. Caretaker Peter Frost 
went exploring and d^me back wanting more. 


YOU THINK YOU know a place, and then you realise you 
don’t know a place - too late. 

My mother’s favourite cliche was my father, she could 
always count on him doing what she knew he always would. 
Or wouldn’t. Chief among his various crimes was that most 
male thing of all, refusing to ask for directions. Many a 
holiday was spent cruising the coastal belt, demonstrably 
lost, except not, not according to my father. This was of 
course before the days of satnav, cellphones or multi-racial 
beaches, so getting lost was potentially a political incident. 
But no, ask he would not, the R532 was always just around 
the corner. 

Fast forward 30 something years and I’m channelling daddy, 
lost in my own backyard, baffled but quietly winging it so’s 
not to alarm He Who Sits Next to Me. The Mazda 6 is of 
course to blame, because it demands to hit the open road and 
then refuses to stop until the 8ookm-odd range tank is dry. 
We were doing just fine until the enticing little ribbon of tar 
suggested a quicker way to Vredenburg. Fifteen minutes later 
a different town, a strange town, an annoying town, declared 
itself found, mysteriously having replaced Vredenburg and 
become something called Eendekuil. At this point any sane 
driver leans across to their hopefully not smirking other and 
suggests playing with the satnav, swallowing the suggestion 
to play rather in the (non-existent) traffic that might wipe the 


I-told-you-so smile off their face. Except the Mazda, home of 
Nippon’s finest electronic finery, doesn’t do satnav, not even 
in the top-specced models, of which this, the 2.2DE Dynamic 
is one. It’s an after-market add on, plug in and party on. The 
only way to find Vredenburg would be to stop and ask 
someone, but DNA is DNA, so sorry for you. 

But resolution, as my father well knew, is always just around 
the corner. In my case it was a flock of blue cranes, which had 
set up camp in a field of lucerne and a few - obviously also 
lost - cars had stopped to rubberneck the rare beauties. 
Naturally we got to talking and naturally I mentioned the 
Spring Festival in Vredenburg, were they also en route and if 
so, which of the various ways were they considering? 
Curiously a chap was going much 
the same way I was and, cranes in 
the Canon, off I went. 

He said Vredendal. The 
Festival’s in Vredendal. Why are 
we going to Vredenburg?’ 

Touring, as Nigel Mansell 
famously once said, is a pursuit 
best done alone. 

The Mazda continues to delight 
and seduce - expect a real report 
back next month. 


Ups/ 

downs 


9 economy, legs, 
steering feel 
9 miss the satnav, 
sort of 


LOGBOOK MAZDA6 2.2DE 
DYNAMIC 

> Odo reading start/now: 60knn/3992knn 

> Distance covered: 3932knn 

> Fuei consumed: 317f 

> Average fuei consumption: 8.06f /100km 

> Service intervai: 15000km 

> Service cost: Covered by the 3-year/ 
unlimited km service plan 

> Totai Fuei cost: R3333.27 

> Oii cost: nil 
>Running cost: 82c/km 



OUR CARS 


A most unlikely 
driver’s car 


Ups/downs 

O A tonic after a stress- 
filled day at work 

9 The fiance wondering 
why the mileage is so 
high 



A NEW FORD 

Mustang down West 
Hollywood’s Sunset 
Strip, 911s at full 
chat around Willow 
Springs, chasing 
Bernd Schneider on a German DTM circuit 
in AMGs: this motoring journaiism iark has 
afforded me some pretty incredibie driving 
experiences. But arguabiy one of my most 
vaiuabie motoring moments happened iong 
before that. 

The year is 2003; I’m working pizza 
deiivery at a iocai franchise in my sister’s 
Ford Tracer. Anyone who’s worked this beat 
knows your earning potentiai is directiy 
iinked to how quickiy you can make a 
deiivery and get back to the shop to coiiect 
the next one. In retrospect this practice 
may have promoted rather dicey driving 
from the team, but hey, ‘if you ain’t first, 
you’re iast’ as the saying goes. 

I coiiect a massive Friday iunchtime order 
destined for an office park in Observatory. 
With tweive piping hot pizzas piied roof-high 


on the passenger seat, there’s notime to 


waste. A quick zig here, a deft zag there 
through iunch-hour traffic. A iittie bit of 
iate braking, a sharp peei-off the main road 
and the merchandise is there in a fiash - 
job done. Imagine my distress then, when 
I present to the customer a dozen pizzas 
stripped bare, their expensive toppings 
piastered to the sides of the boxes. 

Neediess to say my run as a kamikaze 
pizza deiivery man was over right there 
and then, but I iearnt a iot about G-forces 
that day. That was oniy in a baid, skinny- 
tyred Ford Tracer. If I’d had my longterm 
Cactus back then I wouldn’t have completed 
a single delivery. It may surprise you 
(because it continues to surprise me) but 
the Cactus is a pretty fun driver’s car. It 
provides aii the same sensations a driver’s 
car does through your feet, bum, spine, 
paims and fingertips. The steering wheei 
is height and reach adjustabie and has a 
thin grip so you feei in fuii controi despite 
the iounge chair seating position. The tyre 
contact patches feei weii defined on the 
road; the sorted suspension soaks up 
bumps without unnecessary defiection 



and the structure itseif feeis iight and not 
overiy stiff so it’s forgiving over the most 
careworn South African road. The resuit 
is you can drive the Cactus with ioads of 
precision for what is stiii an affordabie 
famiiy hatchback. I find myseif reveiiing in 
ciipping cat’s-eyes, arcing through turns, 
and, thanks to the fioaty suspension the 
Cactus roiis and yaws enough to give the 
sensation of fiow. That’s why I often find 
myseif taking drives around the peninsuia 
after a iong day’s work. Not at breakneck 
speeds but just quick enough to string a 
series of corners together and simpiy enjoy. 
Best of aii, because it’s not a BMW M4 or C63 
AMG, it’s iight on fuei so I don’t drain the 
tank every time I do. The oniy thing I have to 
worry about is the fiance wondering where 
aii the extra miieage comes from. ‘Nothing 
sinister iove, just a iittie after-work drive.’ 
ORay(a)TopCar 



LOGBOOK CITROEN C4 CACTUS 1.2 E-THP SHINE 

Odo reading start/now 1 2105/7777knn Distance covered 1 5672knn 
Fuel consumed 1 344.04£ Average fuel consumption 1 6.06£/100km 
Service interval 1 1-year/15000knn Service cost | Covered by 5-year/100000knn service plan > 

Total fuel cost | R4407.67 Running cost 1 77c/km 
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OUR CARS 


Li 
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Forgetting family 

Not exactly forgotten, but Hunchy's been taking a 



sabatical. Blame R6m worth of raucousness for his 
banishment. By Aaron Borrill 


WE’RE SPOILT FOR choice at TopCar, 
especially when it comes to test cars. Whenever 
exotic sheet metal arrives at our office for 
testing, our long-termers are usually shunned in 
favour of the newer models. While it s all part of 
the job, it’s pretty sad seeing them parked in the 
corner for days on end. I swear I can see the 
abandonment in Hunchy’s eyes every time this 
happens. But cars are inanimate objects and 
they don’t have feelings right? I disagree. I think 
they do have emotions - and I’ve been feeling 
rather guilty for leaving my trusty GT parked all 
by itself Perhaps I’m a glutton for stupidly fast, 
performance cars but that’s the main reason 
behind Hunchy’s abandonment. If you browse 
this issue you’re bound to notice our cover story 
featuring a trio of the best super coupes 
currently available: the Mercedes-AMG GT S, 
BMW i8 and Jaguar F-Type R AWD (page 54). 

My time in these cars can be described as 
visceral, emotional and tactile, but the result is 
you feel exhausted after tackling that winding 
stretch of road; indeed as an ownership 
prospect, I reckon they’re too taxing to live with 
every day. So it is that stepping back into 


Hunchy is a feeling that never gets old. Perhaps 
it’s the familiarity or the sense of comfort and 
security that makes it such a warm and special 
place, but compared to those lairy super coupes 
the 335i’s adaptable driving experience is a 
welcomed respite. Not only can it do slow, it’s 
properly quick too and it handles like a train on 
rails - qualities that will satisfy even the most 
hardcore performance junkie. Then there’s that 
minimalist interior. While not to everyone’s 
taste, it’s genuinely a great place to spend time. 
Intuitive and functional, every button serves a 
purpose - in stark contrast to the complex 
button arrangements festooning some of those 
aforementioned performance offerings. It’s been 
a long time since I’ve connected with a car like I 
have the 335i - not just in terms of the symbiotic 
driving experience but also from the way it has 
wormed its way into my family’s heart. My 
daughter loves the space on offer at the back, my 
pugs want to jump in whenever they eye an 
opportunity and my wife thinks it’s got one of 
the best ride qualities around. It does. The 
adaptive M suspension can be tailored on the 
fly, delivering differences ranging from razor- 


Ups/ 

downs 


sharp precision to 
marshmallow soft. I love it. 

Plus when I’m really in the 
mood for a quick and 
exhilarating stint behind 
the wheel - similar to what 
I experienced in those 
three supercoupes - all I 
need is to turn the powertrain settings to Sport+ 
and I’m pretty much there. Pretty much... That 
said. I’m still sad. Not entirely because I left 
Hunchy all alone for a week but because my 
12-month stint is going by way too quickly. 


O Quick. 

Comforting. Efficient. 
Practical. Brilliant. 
^ Not enough seat 
time this month 


LOGBOOK BMW 335i 
GRAN TURISMO 

> Odo reading start/now 55/ 10344km 

> Distance covered 10399km 

> Fuei consumed 1068.03E 

> Average fuei consumption 10.3E/100km 

> Service intervai 20000km 

> Service cost Covered by 5-yr/100 000km 
maintenance plan 

> Totai fuei cost R13651.07 

> Running cost R1.32/km 




Clio’s kitbag 


MONTH 2 

RENAULT 

GUO 

GT-LINE 


Hidden handles, a window you 
can’t see out of, something 
called Bass Reflex and a 
search for the cruise control. 
Wayne Batty investigates 



O It’s all dynamique in here 


It’s all regular Dynamique spec inside 
the GT-Line, which means classy piano 
black centre console edged by chintzy 
plastic chrome. The only internal 
difference is visible when you open the 
doors to reveal RenaultSport plates 
on the sills. Why? We’re not sure. 
Renault’s ‘Bass Reflex’ sound system 
adds a little more boom to the tin. 


LOGBOOK RENAULT CLIO GT-LINE 

> Odo reading at start/now 6155/8763knn > Distance covered 
2608knn > Fuel consumed 183.08£ > Average fuel consumption 
7.02£/100knn > Service interval 1-year/15000knn > Service cost 

Covered by 3-year/45000knn service plan > Total fuel cost R2 342.45 > 

Running cost 90c/km 



Q Tiniest turbo around 


Just three cylinders, 898 cubic 
centimetres and a very low inertia 
turbocharger in here. Despite 90 
per cent of the 135Nm of torque 
being available from 1 650rpm, the 
little mill does enjoy more revs than 
that if you’re keen on a bit of throttle 
response. A 40-second overboost 
function adds 15Nm and 4kW to 
the always-available 66kW. Idling 
stop-start and a selectable Eco 
mode make the 4.5€/100km claim 
less of a pipe dream. 



0 Cabie tied 


Lots of kit in the Clio, much of it 
quite useful. Renault’s Media Nav 
multimedia system does without a 
bank of buttons or control dial; all 
it’s functions are accessed via a 
7-inch touchscreen. The intuitive 
nav has a 3D display option and 
there’s Bluetooth for safer mobile 
conversations and audio streaming. 
As reported last month, playback 
is somewhat sketchy, which 
necessitates use of the awkwardly 
positioned USB port. Let’s not 
mention the cruise control and speed 
limiter switch down between the seats. 



0 Great design is aiways 
visibie in the detaiis 


Alfa Romeo is largely responsible for 
starting this trend, but most of my 
daughter’s teen-aged friends have 
stood patiently waiting for someone 
to open up from the inside having 
failed to spot the ‘hidden’ rear door 
handles. I bet they also missed the 
real glass windows behind them as 
well. In a world where car stylists 
are increasingly guilty of black paint 
masquerading as glass, the Clio is 
the exception. Does it really matter 
that you can’t see out of them from 
the driver’s seat? 




CAR 


Trading places 

Tip of Africa, meet the rest of the world 

KEY INDICATORS - AUGUST 2015 , 

INDUSTRY TOTAL 51055 | PASSENGER CARS 34885 | LCV 13781 1 EXPORTS 28069 | 


HINA IN THE doldrums 
Europe sweltering under a 
refugee crisis. Russia tanking as it 
suffers post-Ukraine invasion 
sanctions. South-East Asia 
stepping back, India not living up to promises, 
Africa a victim of the commodity slump. So go 
all the horror stories of global economic 
downturn; all compounded if you’re a so-called 
emerging market, such as ours, reliant on 
exports to balance the books, but still a major 
importer stymied by a currency in freefall. 

But what is the reality? Economic health 
trades in long cycles, a drawn-out roller-coaster 
of fortune that, while down now, will turn 
upwards later as demands and fashions shift, 
industries and associated companies come and 
go, and regime changes alter the balance of 
power and wealth. What’s more, it’s unrealistic, 
even dangerous, to expect sustained stepped 
growth: resources and land productivity are 
not limitless. 

There are anomalies. In the car industry you 
have, on the one hand Google and Apple - plus 
every other manufacturer with an R&D 
department - punting their vision of the 
autonomous, driverless car as a likely route to 
more efficient transport and environmental 
best practice. You have Tesla’s Elon Musk 
rolling out his third-gen electric sports 
machine and touting the virtues of an uber- 
Uber as part of a new type of shared ownership 
(when the current crop of fat-wallet buyers 
have covered his latest borrowing costs). Then, 
on the other hand, you have to consider the 
massive fall in the price of crude oil, which 
some estimate could tuck below Sio/barrel as 
oversupply hits the markets. Already it’s 
sparked a heady spike in the sale of full-sized, 
petrol-loving pick-ups in the US of A, while, 
oligarchs in China and Russia haven’t been shy 
to splash out on their share of S- Class Mercs, 
Range Rovers and Rollers. It’s all rather 
confusing. With all the manufacturers’ efforts 
towards downscaling and downsizing, one 


would expect volumes to shrink in response to 
gridlock concerns and all this talk of economic 
doom and gloom. 

A broad sweep of global August sales figures 
tells a slightly different story. 

In the UK, the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders reports a 9.6% year 
on year car sales spike. Western Europe as a 
region is also up 9.6%, with the August y/y 
comparison reported by consultants EMC 
automotive showing Germany up 6.2%, Erance 
10%, Spain 23%, Italy 10.6%, for example, likely 
pushing the year’s regional tally to over 13 
million units. 

South East Asia is slightly different, with 
Singapore up 20%, growth in Vietnam and the 
Philippines, Thailand in mild 1.4% recovery 
after a heavy slump in 2014, and Malaysia and 
Indonesia down around 6%. 

In Russia a 19.4% y/y slide in sales for August 
was welcomed as relief from the 27.3% rout in 
July, all leading to a 33% downside prediction 
for the year, testimony to the fall in the value of 
the rouble against the dollar and the effect of 
sanctions after Putin’s Ukranian invasion. 

This follows 10 years of sustained growth. 

China sold 1.66 million vehicles in August, 
following many years of rapid growth, but this 
was down 3.4% says the Wall Street Journal. 

The country’s stock exchange has lost 40% of 
value since June, economic growth is at a two- 
decade low, and car ownership is being curbed 
to hold back congestion and pollution. Eoreign 
vehicle manufacturers may well have over- 
invested in new plant capacity, and have 
radically scaled back sales predictions. 

In the US, August sales of 1.57 million cars 
and a 4.0% year-to-date number puts that 
country on track for a 2015 total of 17.7 million 
- the best it has been in 10 years, says Fortune 
magazine. And no, consumers aren’t going for 
frugal hybrids and sensible small cars. Seeing a 
fuel price gap, the money’s been in full-size 
trucks such as Eord’s E-Series (over 70000 
units this year), while mid-size trucks such as 


the Toyota Tacoma and Chev Colorado were 
up 31% in August, says Car & Driver. Compact 
crossovers have been a growth segment (64% 
up on last August. Station wagons are down, 
minivans are totally out of favour and family 
sedans have lost their lustre. 

If that sounds familiar, check out South 
Africa’s August figures reported through 
Naamsa. The aggregate figure was down 8.2% 
or 4335 units, with the passenger market 
down 7.8% (2938 units), light commercials also 
down 7.8% (1139 units), and the rest of the slide 
accounted for by an 11.2% cutback on medium 
commercials (112 units down) and 17.9% on 
heavy trucks and buses (326 units). 

As to channel sales, the rental industry is 
picking up some slack, accounting for 12.3%, 
while dealers raked in 81.2% and government 
(3.6%) and corporate fleets (2.9%) making up 
the balance. This would account for the high 
number of basic runabouts in the sales data. 

The underlying medium-term trend, says 
Naamsa, is one of declining domestic demand, 
reflecting low business and consumer 
confidence, and for the car industry 
characterised by ‘extremely challenging’ 
trading conditions and intense competition 
which is putting pressure on margins. 

Exports remain buoyant, up 12.3% y/y 
(3080 units), and these sales are helping to 
‘cushion the impact of the weaker exchange 
rate’. A record of 330000 units for the 2013 
year is still on track. 

Where’s the money in S A? Just look at the 
sales ranking opposite: the high volumes (and 
low margins) are as ever in the cheaper small 
cars, but trucks and SUVs are evergreen. The 
Hilux racked up a million sales to date last 
month, though in August it was again pipped 
to the podium’s top step by the Eord Ranger. 
Big SUVs consistently do well (Eortuner, 
Grand Cherokee, Discovery, X3, Range Rover 
Sport as examples). Compact SUVs offer 
masses of brand choices and rake in solid 
numbers (led by the Eord Kuga, RAV4, Q3, X3 
and CX-3, X-Trail, Qashqai, 1x33 and 
Sportage), with even more trade in the new 
breed of lifestyle softroaders such as the 
Renault Captur, Honda HR-V, Eord EcoSport 
and Opel Mokka. 

Is the market moribund? It’s tough. I’d say, 
but we aren’t alone in weighing low 
confidence, high costs, and weird policies 
against the needs for mobility. Preferably a 
good share of stylish mobility. . . Ea 
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PASSENGER CARS - AUG 2015 1 


01 

VW Polo Vivo/Vivo Sedan 

2711 

68 

Suzuki Celerio 

02 

VW Polo/Polo Sedan 

2313 

69 

Nissan Micra 

03 

Toyota Corolla/AurisQuest 

2215 

70 

Chevrolet Trailblazer 

04 

Toyota Etios 

1417 

71 

Renault Megane III 

05 

Ford Fiesta 

1230 

72 

Honda Mobilio 

06 

Ford EcoSport 

1027 

73 

BMWX4 

07 

Ford Figo 

856 

74 

VW T5 Caravelle/Kombi 

08 

Toyota Fortuner 

785 

75 

Chevrolet Sonic 

09 

BMW 3 Series 

665 

76 

Fiat 500 

10 

Renault Sandero II 

570 

77 

Audi A5 

11 

Chevrolet Spark 

559 

78 

Jeep Compass 

12 

VW Golf 7 

538 

79 

Mahindra XUV 

13 

Datsun Go 

503 

80 

Jeep Renegade 

14 

Chev Aveo 

467 

81 

Volvo S60 

15 

Toyota Avanza 

445 

82 

Volvo V40 

16 

Renault Clio IV 

407 

83 

Porsche Cayenne 

17 

Audi A3/Sportback/Cabrio 

399 

84 

Volvo XC60 

18 

VWUp 

361 

85 

Ford Tourneo Connect 

19 

Ford Focus 

330 

86 

Subaru Forester 

20 

Toyota RAV 

328 

87 

Jaguar XE 

21 

Audi A4/Allroad 

326 

88 

Peugeot 208 

22 

Ford Kuga 

324 

89 

BMW 5 Series 

23 

Chevrolet Cruze 

274 

90 

Nissan NV200 

24 

Renault Captur 

262 

91 

Ford Fusion 

25 

Nissan Qashqai 

245 

92 

Toyota Land Cruiser 200 

26 

Opel Corsa 

230 

93 

Infiniti Q50 

27 

Mazda3 

230 

94 

VW Golf SV 

28 

Nissan X-Trail 

229 

95 

Audi TT 

29 

Honda HR-V 

204 

96 

Lexus NX 

30 

Mazda CX-5 

203 

97 

VW Touareg 

31 

Suzuki Swift 

203 

98 

BMWX6 

32 

Toyota Yaris 

195 

99 

Mitsubishi Mirage 

33 

VW Tiguan 

193 

100 Mini Countryman 

34 

VW Jetta 6 

192 

101 Mitsubishi Pajero Sport 

35 

BMW 1 Series 

179 

102Audi A6 Sedan 

36 

BMW 2 Series 

173 

103 Opel Astra 

37 

L-R Discovery 4 

173 

104AudiQ7 

38 

Audi A1 

169 

105 Mazda5 

39 

Opel Mokka 

166 

106 Mitsubishi Pajero 

40 

Mazda2 

164 

107 Nissan Sentra 

41 

Audi Q3 

164 

108 L-R Range Rover 

42 

Honda Jazz 

158 

109 Toyota LandCruiser SW 

43 

Honda Brio 

157 

110 

Fiat 500X 

44 

Mitsubishi ASX 

146 

111 

Citroen C4 Cactus 

45 

Honda Ballade 

140 

112 

Lexus ES 

46 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 

125 

113 

Subaru XV 

47 

Ford Ikon 

124 

114 

Porsche 911 

48 

BMW 4 Series 

119 

115 

Volvo XC90 

49 

BMW X5 

118 

116 

Subaru WRX 

50 

Suzuki Jimny 

117 

117 

Tata Indica/Indigo/B-Line 

51 

Mini Hatch 5-dr & 3-dr 

115 

118 

VW Scirocco 

52 

Toyota Prado 

109 

119 

Suzuki Grand Vitara 

53 

Dodge Journey 

108 

120 Volvo V40 CC 

54 

L-R Range Rover Sport 

105 

121 Tata Indica Vista 

55 

Land Rover Discovery Sport 

102 

122 Peugeot 2008 

56 

BMW X3 

100 

123 Suzuki SX4 

57 

Chevrolet Captiva 

100 

124 VW Beetle/Cabrio 

58 

Nissan Almera 

100 

125 Citroen DS5 

59 

L-R Range Rover Evoque 

86 

126 BMW XI 

60 

Renault Duster 

85 

127 Suzuki Ciaz 

61 

Opel Adam 

85 

128VW Caddy 

62 

Honda CR-V 

82 

129 Subaru Outback 

63 

Jeep Wrangler 

82 

130Mazda6 

64 

Audi Q5 

80 

131 Porsche Macan 

65 

Jeep Cherokee 

78 

132VW CC 

66 

Nissan Juke 

77 

133 BMW i8 

67 

Suzuki Ertiga 

77 

134 Toyota 86 




LCV - AUG 2015 

1 

135 Toyota FJ Cruiser 

12 

01 Ford Ranger 

2472 

136 Jaguar F-Type 

12 

02 Toyota Hilux 

2449 

137 Porsche Cayman/Boxster 

12 

03 Nissan NP200 

1565 

1 38 Chrysler 300C 

12 

04 IsuzuKB 

1400 

139 Citroen C4 Aircross 

12 

05 Chev Utility 

1301 

140 BMW 7 Series 

11 

06 Toyota Quantum 

1 150 

141 Suzuki Splash 

11 

07 Nissan NP300 Hardbody 

786 

142VWTouran 

11 

08 Volkswagen Amarok 

378 

143 BMW 6 Series 

11 

09 Toyota Land Cruiser Pick-up 

335 

144 Mitsubishi Outlander 

11 

10 Nissan NV350 Taxi 

123 

145 Peugeot 308 

11 

11 Mahindra Bolero 

104 

146 Mahindra Xylo 

11 

12 VW Caddy 

92 

147 Citroen Cl 

10 

13 Mazda BT-50 

92 

148 Honda Civic 

10 

14 Mahindra Scorpio Pik-up 

87 

149 Chrysler Voyager 

10 

15 Ford Transit 

60 

1 50 VW Golf A6/Cabriolet 

10 

16 Nissan Hardbody 

58 

151 Lexus IS 

9 

17 Tata Super Ace 

55 

152 Audi A7 Sportback 

9 

18 Nissan Navara 

54 

153 Mini Paceman 

9 

19 Nissan NV350 

47 

154 Jaguar XF 

8 

20 Nissan NV200 

44 

155 Volvo XC70 

8 

21 Land Rover Defender Pick-up 44 

156 Mahindra Scorpio 

8 

22 Tata Xenon 

38 

157 Volvo V60 

8 

23 Chev Spark 

35 

158 Citroen DS3 

7 

24 Ford Transit Connect 

35 

159 Porsche Panamera 

7 

25 Toyota Avanza 

25 

160 Peugeot 3008 

7 

26 Tata Telcoline/Worker 

24 

161 Lexus RC-F 

7 

27 Mitsubishi Triton 

22 

162 Volvo V60 CC 

7 

28 VW T5 Transporter Pick-up 

20 

1 63 Chevrolet Orlando 

6 

29 VW T5 Transporter Crew Bus 1 9 

164AlfaGiulietta 

6 

30 JMC Boarding 

15 

165Audi A8 

6 

31 Changan Star II 

12 

166 Infiniti QX70 

6 

32 Nissan Patrol 

11 

167 Citroen C4 Picasso 

6 

33 Fiat Fiorino 

10 

168 Ferrari California 

5 

34 JMC Carrying 

9 

169 BMW Z4 

5 

35 Renault Kangoo 

9 

170 BMW i3 

4 

36 VW T5 Transporter Panel Van 8 

171 Lexus LX 

4 

37 Mahindra Genio 

8 

172 Lexus RX 

4 

38 Peugeot Partner 

7 

173 Abarth 500 

3 

39 Suzuki Gypsy 

6 

174 Infiniti QX80 

3 

40 JMCVigus 

5 

175 Tata Manza 

3 

41 Fiat Doblo Cargo 

5 

176 SsangYong Korando 

3 

42 Fiat Ducato 

1 

177 Mahindra Quanto 

178 Mini Roadster 

3 

3 

43 Citroen Relay 

0 



179 Fiat500L 

3 

TOP 20 DOMESTIC 

180 Jeep Patriot 

3 

Toyota 

9939 

181 FiatQubo 

3 

Volkswagen Group SA 

8472 

182 Toyota Innova 

3 

FMC 

6622 

GMSA/lsuzu Trucks 

5155 

183 Nissan Leaf 

2 

AMH/AAD 

5047 

184 Lexus GS 


Nissan 

4038 

2 

MBSA 

2676 

185 Subaru Legacy 

2 

BMW Group 

1725 

186 Lexus CT 

2 

Renault 

Honda 

1400 

817 

187 Ferrari 458 Speciale 

2 

Mazda Southern Africa 

733 

188 Mini Coupe 

2 

Jaguar Land Rover 

Suzuki Auto 

605 

542 

189 Peugeot 107 

2 

Chrysler SA 

532 

190 Nissan 370Z 

2 

Volvo Group Southern Africa 
Mahindra 

368 

282 

191 Honda Accord 

1 

Mitsubishi Motors SA 

280 

192 Jaguar XJ 

1 

Tata 

GWM 

256 

253 

193 Citroen DS4 

1 

Volvo Cars 

231 

194 Audi R8 

1 

TOP 10 EXPORTERS 

195 Citroen DS3 Cabrio 

1 

MBSA 

7769 

196 Nissan Pathfinder 

1 

VWSA 

6024 


BMW Group 

5994 

197 SsangYong Rexton 

1 

Toyota 

4429 

198 Ferrari 458 Italia 

1 

FMC 

3015 



Nissan 

361 

199 Fiat Doblo 

1 

GMSA/lsuzu Trucks 

326 

200 Peugeot RCZ 

1 

Honda 

64 


Volvo Group Southern Africa 

30 

201 Ferrari 458 Spider 

1 

MAN 

18 


75 

70 

68 

67 

65 

64 

63 

62 

62 

61 

58 

57 

56 

56 

55 

55 

54 

52 

51 

48 

47 

46 

44 

43 

41 

41 

40 

40 

38 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

35 

32 

32 

30 

29 

26 

26 

26 

26 

25 

25 

24 

24 

24 

24 

22 

22 

21 

19 

18 

18 

17 

17 

17 

16 

15 

15 

15 

14 

13 

13 

13 

12 




Entries in red are TopCar’s actuai test figures. 

Verdicts are TopCar’s own opinions. 

L/100: combined cycie fuei consumption in iitres per 100km 
P/T: Powertrain detaiis - cyiinders/capacity in iitres pius 
T-Turbo,S-SuperchargedJD-Turbo Diesei,e- Hybrid Eiectric 
NB! Prices inciude CO 2 emissions tax where appiicabie and 
shouid be seen as indicative oniy 

GEARBOX KEY: 

M - Manuai 
A - Automatic 
S - Automated manuai 
D - Duai-ciutch automated manuai 
C - Continuousiy variabie 
/ foiiowed by the number of ratios 


Vehicie pricing and data suppiied by 



The Good, the Bad & the Ugly the world’s punchiest buying guide 


LAST UPDATED ON 17 SEPTEMBER 2015 


ABARTH 


595 


VERDICT I Slightly mad, but entirely loveable 


595 

595 turismo 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

324 900 6.5 155 7.4 4/1.4T 118 230 M/5 


595 turismo auto 


340 900 6.5 151 7.6 4/1.4T 118 230 S/5 


595 turismo cabriolet 


364 900 6.5 155 7.4 4/1.4T 118 230 M/5 


595 turismo cabriolet auto 380 900 6.5 151 7.6 4/1 .4T 118 230 S/5 


i ALFA ROMEO 




3k 

VERDICT 1 Characterful Alfa let down by Punto underpinnings 



MiTo 

1.4TBi Distinctive 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

304 400 5.6 129 8.4 4/1.4T 100 206 M/5 


1.4TBiQuadrifoglio Verde 325 900 6.0 139 7.3 4/1.4T 125 250 D/6 


GIULIETTA 


VERDICT I Fine Golf alternative, stylish and grippy 


GIULIETTA 

1.4TBi Distinctive 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

355 400 5.8 134 7.8 4/1.4T 125 250 M/6 


1.4TBi Exclusive 


388 900 5.2 121 7.7 4/1.4T 125 250 D/6 


1750TBiQuadrifoglio Verde 432 900 7.0 162 6.0 4/1 .7T 177 340 D/6 


4C 


VERDICT I Alfa’s lightweight is a heavyweight Cayman rival 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 070 000 6.8 157 4.5 4/1.7T 177 350 D/6 


1 ASTON MARTIN _ 

VANTAGE 


1 VERDICT 1 Subtle tweaks make for the best Vantage yet 

VANTAGE 

coupe 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

V8 Vantage 

POA 

13.8 

321 

4.9 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

M/6 

V8 Vantage auto 

POA 

12.9 

299 

5.3 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

S/7 

V8 Vantage N430 

POA 

13.8 

321 

4.8 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

POA 

12.9 

299 

4.8 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

V8 Vantage S 

POA 

13.8 

321 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage S auto 

POA 

12.8 

296 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

VI 2 Vantage S 

POA 

14.7 

343 

3.9 

V12/5.9 

421 

620 

S/7 

roadster 

V8 Vantage 

POA 

13.8 

321 

5.1 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

M/6 

V8 Vantage auto 

POA 

12.9 

299 

5.1 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

S/7 

V8 Vantage N430 

POA 

13.8 

321 

5.0 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

POA 

12.9 

299 

5.0 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

V8 Vantage S 

POA 

13.8 

321 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage S auto 

POA 

12.8 

296 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

VI 2 Vantages 

POA 

14.7 

343 

4.0 

V12/5.9 

421 

620 

S/7 





PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

POA 14.3 333 4.6 V12/5.9 380 620 A/6 


coupe Carbon Edition 


14.3 333 4.6 V12/5.9 380 620 A/6 


Volante Carbon Edition 




POA 14.3 333 4.5 V12/5.9 403 620 A/e 


1 RAPIDES 1 


VERDICT 1 Tight in the back, but you’ll be driving anyway 


RAPIDE 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

Rapide S 

POA 

14.3 332 4.9 V12/5.9 

410 620 A/6 


■ VAMQUISH-^M 


VERDICT 1 Aston presses Ctrl Alt F12. Proper Ferrari rival 

VANQUISH 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

coup6 

POA 

12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 

424 630 A/8 

coup§ Carbon Edition 

POA 

12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 

424 630 A/8 

Volante 

POA 

12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 

424 630 A/8 

Volante Carbon Edition 

POA 

12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 

424 630 A/8 


A1/S1 


coup6 GT 

Volante 


POA 14.3 333 4.5 V12/5.9 403 620 A/6 

14JLJ33^4^6_V12/£,.9_3JiL_620_A^ 



PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









1.0TS 

265 000 


97 

10.9 

3/1 .OT 



_M/^ 

1 .OT S auto 


4.4 

102 10,9 

3/1 .OT 

-7_Q_ 

160 

D/7 

1.4TSE 


4.9 

_11^ 

-aj_ 

4/1 .4T 

^2_ 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSEauto 

316 000 

4.9 

112 

8.8 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.8T Sport 

382 500 

5.6 

129 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

141 

250 

D/7 

SI quattro 

452 500 

7.0 

162 

5.8 

4/2.0T 

170 

370 

M/6 

Sportback 

1.0TS 

272 500 

4.2 

97 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

M/6 

1 .OT S auto 

290 000 

4.4 

102 

11.1 

3/1. OT 

70 

160 

D/7 

1.4TSE 

306 000 

5.1 

118 

8.9 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSEauto 

323 500 

4.9 

112 

8.9 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.8T Sport 

390 000 

5.6 

129 

6.9 

4/1. 8T 

141 

250 

D/7 

SI quattro 

460 000 

7.1 

166 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

170 

370 

M/6 


IA3/S3 1 


di 

A 

VERDICT 1 Quality cabin, excellent powertrains, added agility 




A3/S3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









1.2TS 

326 000 

4.9 

114 

10.3 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TS 

334 000 

5 2 

J20_ 

_9^ 

_4/14^ 

_90_ 

200 

M/6 

1 .4T S auto 

351_D_QQ_ 

4.9 


-9-, -2- 

4/1 .4T 


-20iL 

-DV7_ 

1.6TDIS 


3.9 

102 

10.7 4/1 .6TD 


250 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

371 500 

5.8 

135 

7.1 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8TSEauto 

388 500 

5.6 

130 


_4/18^ 


250 

D/7 

1.8T quattro 

427 500 

6.6 

152 

7.94 

4/1 .8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 quattro 

524 000 

7.0 

162 

4.9 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

M/6 

S3 quattro auto 

541 000 

6.9 

159 

5.2 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

Sportback 

1.2TS 

333 500 

4.9 

114 

10.5 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TS 

341 500 

5.3 

123 

9.5 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSauto 

358 500 

5.0 

116 

9.3 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

1.6TDIS 

376 000 

3.9 

102 

10.9 4/1 .6TD 


250 

D/7 

1.8TSE 




135 


4/1 .8T 

132 

250 

M/6 


1.8TSEauto 

396 000 

5.6 

130 

7.3 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI SE 

413 000 

4.‘5 

lip 

8.4 4/2.0TD 

119 

329 

D/6 

1.8T quattro 

435 000 

6.6 

152 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 quattro 

548 500 

6.9 

160 

5.1 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

sedan 

1.4TSE 

369 500 


122 

p.4 

4/1 .4T 

92 

299 

M/6 

1.4TSEauto 

386 500 

5.0 

116 

9.3 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

389 000 

5.8 

135 

7.2 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8T SE auto 

406 000 

5.6 

129 

7.3 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI SE 

423 000 

4.5 

118 

8.4 

4/2.0TD 

110 

320 

D/6 

1.8T quattro 

445 000 

6.5 

149 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 quattro 

558 500 

6.9 

159 

5.0 

4/2. OT 

206 

380 

D/6 

cabriolet 

1.4TS 

444 000 

5.3 

124 

10.2 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1 .4T S auto 

461 000 

5.1 

120 

10.2 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

474 000 

6.0 

140 

7.7 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8T SE auto 

491 000 

5.8 

Ipp 

7.p 

4/1. 8T 

192 

250 

D/7 

S3 quattro 

641 500 

7.1 

165 

5.4 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 


Q3/RSQ3 







m 

1 VERDICT 1 Small style tweak, same Audi Q-car desirability 

10 

Q3 / RS Q3 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4TS 

402 500 

5.5 

133 

9.2 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

M/6 

1.4T S auto 

419 500 

5.8 


8.9 



250 

_D/^_ 

2.0T quattro 

499 000 

6.5 

150 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

132 

320 

D/7 

2.0TDI quattro 

515 000 

5.3 

139 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

D/7 

RS Q3 quattro 

769 500 

8.4 

198 

4.8 

5/2. 5T 

250 

450 

D/7 


1 A4/S4/RS4 





zn 


1 VERDICT 1 Smarter A4 now a better steer. Punchy S4 superb 



“ a 

A4/S4/RS4 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.8T88kWS 

371 500 

6.5 

151 

10.5 

4/1. 8T 

88 

230 

M/6 

1.8TS 

398 000 

5.7 

134 

8.1 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8T S auto 

415 000 

5 8 



4/1 8T 

J2S_ 

320 

C/V 

1.8TSE 

413 000 

5.7 



4/1 .8T 


320 

M/6 

1.8T SE auto 

430 000 




4/1. 8T 


320 

C/V 

1.8T SE Sport Edition Pius 

421 250 

5.7 

134 

8.1 

4/1 .8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8T SE Sport Edition Pius auto 438 250 

5.8 

134 

8.3 

4/1 .8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

2.0TDIeS 

404 500 

4.5 

119 

9.2 

4/2.0TD 

105 

320 

M/6 

2.0TDI S 

423 500 

4.8 

127 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE 

421 500 

4.6 

120 

8.2 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

M/6 

2.0TDI SE auto 

438 500 

4 8 


7.9 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE Sport Edition Pius 

429 750 

4.6 

120 

8.2 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

M/6 

2.0TDi SE Sport Edition Plus auto 446 750 

4.8 

127 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TSE 

473 000 

5.9 

138 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

2.0T quattro 

553 000 

6.6 

152 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

603 500 

5.7 

149 

5.9 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

605 000 

8.1 

190 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S4 quattro 

744 500 

7.7 

178 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

allroad quattro 

2.0T 

525 000 

7.0 

164 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

2.0TDI 

530 500 

6.0 

156 

7.98 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/7 
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1 176 500 9.3 215 4.6 V8/4.0T 331 550 D/7 


761 500 7.8 180 5.1 V6/3.0S 245 440 D/7 


1 596 000 9.5 221 3.9 V8/4.0T 412 700 A/8 


1 039 000 10.7 249 4.83 V8/4.2 331 430 D/7 


VERDICT I Audi’s best Q-car, and a happy home for quattro 


VERDICT I Lord of the Rings: Return of the Q-car king 


Q5 / SQ5 
2.0T S quattro 

2.0TDI S quattro 

2.0TDI S quattro auto 

2.0T SE quattro 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

559 000 7.5 174 8.5 4/2.0T 132 320 M/6 

565 000 5.9 154 9.0 4/2.0TD 130 380 M/6 

582 000 6.0 159 9.0 4/2.0TD 130 380 D/7 

636 000 7.9 184 7.1 4/2.0T 165 350 A/8 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

924 000 5.7 149 6.3 V6/3.0TD 183 600 A/8 


A8/S8/A8L 


VERDICT I Packed with tech, but still needs board approval 


3.0T SE quattro 


722 500 8.5 199 5.9 V6/3.0S 200 400 A/8 


A8/S8/A8L 

A8/S8 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


3.0TDI SE quattro 


742 000 6.4 169 6.5 V6/3.0TD 180 580 D/7 


1 182 000 5.9 155 5.9 V6/3.0TD 190 580 A/8 


867 000 6.8 179 5.55V6/3.0TD 230 650 A/8 


1 514 000 7.4 194 4.7 V8/4.1TD 283 850 A/8 


1 544 500 9.6 225 4.25 V8/4.0T 382 650 A/8 


VERDICT I Sharper looks, tech and drive for 3rd-gen TT 


1 349 500 6.0 158 6.1 V6/3.0TD 190 580 A/8 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 4.2TDI quattro 


1 684 000 7.5 197 4.9 V8/4.1TD 283 850 A/8 


coupe 


2 048 500 11.3 264 4.6 W12/6.3 368 625 A/8 


558 000 6.3 148 6.0 4/2.0T 169 370 D/6 


642 000 6.4 151 5.82 4/2.0T 169 370 D/6 


700 500 6.7 155 4.6 4/2.0T 228 380 D/6 


R8 


VERDICT I Proper supercar dynamics and styling, Audi build 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


A5/S5/RS5 


VERDICT I Audi’s master plan takes shape 


4.2 quattro 


1 655 000 12.4 289 4.3 V8/4.2 316 430 D/7 


A5 / S5 / RS5 
Sportback 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


473 000 5.8 136 8.2 4/1 .8T 125 320 M/6 


5.2 VI 0 quattro 

5.2 VI 0 plus quattro 

Spyder 


2 206 000 13.1 305 3.6 V10/5.2 386 530 D/7 
2 510 500 12.9 299 3.57 V10/5.2 404 540 D/7 


490 000 5.9 136 8.4 4/1.8T 125 320 C/V 


4.2 quattro 


1 824 500 12.6 294 4.63 V8/4.2 316 430 D/7 


518 000 4.8 127 7.9 4/2.0TD 130 380 C/V 


2 375 000 13.3 310 3.8 V10/5.2 386 530 D/7 


2.0TSE 


544 500 5.9 138 7.0 4/2.0T 165 350 C/V 


2.0T quattro 

3.0TDI quattro 

3.0T quattro 


568 500 6.6 152 6.5 4/2.0T 165 350 D/7 

672 500 5.8 152 6.2 V6/3.0TD 180 500 D/7 

675 000 7.7 178 6.0 V6/3.0S 200 400 D/7 


S5 quattro 


791 500 7.7 179 5.1 V6/3.0S 245 440 D/7 


1 BENTLEY 

1 CONTINENTAL GT | 


1 VERDICT 1 Heavyweight GT continues to age like fine wine 



coupe 

1.8TSE 


483 000 5.7 134 7.9 4/1.8T 125 320 M/6 


CONTINENTAL GT 
coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


3 950 000 10.5 246 4.8 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


500 000 5.8 134 8.2 4/1.8T 125 320 C/V 


4 320 000 10.5 246 4.5 V8/4.0T 389 680 A/8 


521 000 4.7 123 7.8 4/2.0TD 130 380 C/V 


548 000 5.9 138 6.8 4/2.0T 165 350 C/V 


4 420 000 14.1 327 4.5 W12/6.0T 434 720 A/8 


2.0T quattro 


571 500 


152 6.4 4/2.0T 165 350 D/7 


GT Speed W12 

convertible 


8 000 14.5 338 4.2 W12/6.0T 467 820 A/8 


3.0TDI quattro 
3.0T quattro 

S5 quattro 

RS5 quattro 


674 000 5.8 152 6.2 V6/3.0TD 180 500 D/7 

676 000 7.5 174 5.8 V6/3.0S 200 400 D/7 

791 000 7.7 178 4.9 V6/3.0S 245 440 D/7 

1 029 500 10.5 246 4.48 V8/4.2 331 430 D/7 


4 270 000 10.9 254 5.0 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


4 630 000 10.9 _254_^_,7_J/a/4J3T_^.8.9_6.a(LA/8_ 




cabriolet 


GT Speed W12 


5 400 000 14.9 347 4.4 W12/6.0T 467 820 A/8 


1.8TSE 


543 000 6.2 14_3_8J_4i_1.3_1L 125 320 M/6 


560 000 6.2 143 8.9 4/1 .8T 125 320 C/V 


FLYING SPUR 


VERDICT I Punchier, faster and prettier new four-door Conti 


594 000 5.0 132 8.3 4/2.0TD 130 380 C/V 


620 500 6.3 148 7.4 4/2.0T 165 350 C/V 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4 270 000 10.9 254 5.2 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


645 000 6.9 159 7.2 4/2.0T 165 350 D/7 


4 833 000 14.7 343 4.6 W12/6.0T 460 800 A/8 


3.0TDI quattro 

3.0T quattro 

749 500 

751 500 

5.8 

7.8 

152 

181 

6.3 V6/3.0TD 180 

6.3 V6/3.0S 200 

500 

400 

D/7 

D/7 

1 MULSANNE 


S5 quattro 

868 500 

7.9 

184 

5.4 V6/3.0S 245 

440 

D/7 

1 VERDICT 1 First really new Bentley in decades. They nailed it 



1 110 000 10.7 249 4.9 V8/4.2 331 430 D/7 


MULSANNE 

Mulsanne 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

7 262 000 14.6 342 5.3 V8/6.8T 377 1020 A/8 


A6/S6/RS6 


VERDICT I Bland, but big, powerful and beautifully engineered 


7 950 000 14.6 342 4.9 V8/6.8T 395 1100 A/8 


A6 / S6 / RS6 
1.8T 

3.0TDI 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

601 000 5.7 133 7.9 4/1 .8T 140 320 D/7 

689 000 4.7 122 7.1 V6/3.0TD 160 400 D/7 


S6 quattro 


1 054 500 9.2 214 4.4 V8/4.0T 331 550 D/7 


BMW 


VERDICT I Joy is in the eye of the steering wheel holder 


RS6 Avant quattro 


1 465 000 9.8 223 3.9 V8/4.0T 412 700 A/8 


A7/S7/RS7 SPORTBACK 


VERDICT I Competent and pretty cruiser, but is that enough? 




A7 / S7 / RS7 SPORTBACK 

A7 3.0TDI quattro 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

943 500 5.2 136 5.7 V6/3.0TD 200 580 D/7 


A7 3.0TDI BIT quattro 


1 040 000 6.1 162 5.2 V6/3.0TD 235 650 A/8 


1 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









118i 

342 000 

5.0 

116 

8.5 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

118i auto 

360 900 

4.8 

112 

8.7 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

120i 

364 642 

5.8 


7.4 

4/1. 6T 

130 

250 


120i auto 

383 234 

5.7 

133 


4/1. 6T 

130 

250 

A/8 

125i 

437 488 

6^ 

1M 


4I2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 


125i auto 

457 973 

6.3 

148 

6.79 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

540 477 

8.0 

188 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M135i auto 

560 243 

7.5 

175 

4.9 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

5-door 

118i 

351 000 

5.0 

116 

8.5 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

118i auto 

369 900 

4.8 

112 

8.7 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

120i 

374 142 

5.8 

136 

7.2 

4/1 .6T 

130 

250 

M/6 

120i auto 

392 734 

5.7 

133 

7.4 

4/1 .6T 

130 

259 

m 

120d 

410 500 

4.1 

198 

7.1 

4/2.0TD 

149 


M/6 

120d auto 

429 400 

3.9 

103 

7.0 

4/2.0TD 

140 

380 

A/8 

125i 

446 488 

6.6 

154 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 

125i auto 

466 973 

6.3 

148 

6.2 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

549 977 

8.0 

188 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M135i auto 

569 743 

7.5 

175 

4.9 

6/3. OT 

240 

450 

A/8 


1 2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 




VERDICT 1 Niche-filling front-wheel drive ‘B-Class’ 

9 

P 

El 

2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

218i 

380 000 

5,1 

118 

_9^ 

3/1. 5T 

100 

_2^ 

M/6 

21 8i auto 

399 105 

5.2 

122 10.11 3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/6 

220i 

405 052 

— 6..i)- 

140 


4/2.0T 


280 

M/6 

220i auto 

423 234 

5.7 

133 

7.4 

4/2.0T 

141 

280 

A/8 

220d 

430 500 

4.5 

117 

7.6 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

M/6 

220d auto 

449 400 

4.3 

114 

7.5 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

225i auto 

450 847 

5.9 

138 

6.6 

4/2.0T 

170 

350 

A/8 


1 2 SERIES 







VERDICT 1 Slinkier, sportier, and less squint 1 Series 

m 

m 

PB 

2 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









220i 

413 257 

6.1 

142 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

431 336 

5.7 

134 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

220d 

443 500 

4.5 

119 

7.2 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/6 

220d auto 

462 400 

4.2 



_4£j2TD_ 

135 

380 

A/8 

228i 

452 988 

6.6 

154 


4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

228i auto 

471 273 

__6J_ 

148 


4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

567 079 

8.1 

189 

5.44 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M235i auto 

586 846 

7.6 

176 

4.8 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

convertible 

220i 

489 783 

— 6_.5_ 

-152_ 


4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

507 862 

6.2 

144 

7.6 

4/2. OT 

135 

270 

A/8 

228i 

529 001 

6.8 

159 

6.1 

_4/Z0^ 

180 

350 

M/6 

228i auto 

547 388 

6.6 

154 

6.0 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

651 605 

8.5 

199 

5.2 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M235i auto 

671 166 

7.9 

184 

5.0 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 


1x1 

1 


VERDICT I New platform, added quality, better looks. Winning 


XI 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sDrive20i 

493 642 

5.9 

136 


4/2.0T 

j£!_ 

280 

A/8 

xDrive20i 

542 168 

6.3 

146 


4/2.0T 

j£!_ 

280 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

560 168 

6.3 

146 

7.6 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

xDrive25i 

605 475 

6.4 

149 

6.5 

4/2.0T 

170 

350 

A/8 


1 3 SERIES/ M3 

4 

m 


VERDICT 1 A little less involving, a lot more refined 

P 

P 

d 

3 SERIES/ M3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

318i 

409 000 

5.1 

119 

8.9 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

31 8i auto 

427 900 

5.0 

116 

9.1 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

320i 

443 821 

5.5 

128 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

290 

M/6 

320i auto 

462 310 

5.3 

J2^ 


4/2 OT 

135 

290 

A/8 

320i 340th Edition 

493 821 

5.5 

128 


4/2.0T 

135 

290 

M/6 

320i 340th Edition auto 

512 310 

5.3 

A24_ 


4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

320d 

472 000 

4.0 

106 

7.3 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

M/6 

320d auto 

^90900_ 

_^j0_ 

JO^ 

liiL 



400 

A/8 

320d 340th Edition 

522 000 

4.0 

106 

7.3 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

M/6 

320d 340th Edition auto 

540 900 

4.0 

106 

7.2 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

330i 

518 360 

6.1 

143 

5.9 

4/2.0T 

185 

350 

M/6 

330i auto 

535 823 


129 


4/2.0T 

185 

350 

A/8 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

All the latest Audi Offers conveniently in one place: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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330i 340th Edition 

568 360 

6.1 

143 

5.9 

4/2.0T 

185 

350 

M/6 

330i 340th Edition auto 

585 823 

5.5 

129 

5.8 

4/2.0T 

185 

350 

A/8 

330d 

596 923 

4.9 

129 

5.6 

6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

330d 340th Edition 

646 923 

4 9 

J29_ 

5.6 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

340i 

659 283 

_&-5_ 

-152_ 


6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

340i 340th Edition 

709 283 

_&-5_ 

-152_ 


6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

M3 

1 016 118 

8.8 

204 

4.3 

6/3.0T 

317 

550 

M/6 

M3 auto 

1 065 992 

8.3 

194 

4.1 

6/3.0T 

317 

550 

D/7 











1 5 SERIES GRAN TURISMU 








1 VERDICT 1 A 3 Series tailored for rear seat passengers 




3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

320i GT 

478 386 

6.6 

153 

7.9 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

320i GT auto 

496 465 

6.2 

145 

7.9 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

320d GT 

509 423 

4.9 

129 

8.0 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/6 

320d GT auto 

528 323 

4 9 

J29_ 


_4/2j0^ 

135 

380 

A/8 

328i GT 

550 194 

_6...7L 

156 


4/2.0T 

-i-ao_ 

350 

M/6 

328i GT auto 

5.6_8_3.7_5_ 

— 6-^ 

149 


4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

335i GT 

693 951 

7.7 

178 

5.8 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 


liMM H 

1 ^ 

4 

A 

1 VERDICT 1 The premium-electric age starts here 


13 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

eDrive 

532 500 

0.0 

0 

7.2 


125 

250 

A/E 

eDrive REx 

602 500 

0.6 

13 

7.9 

e+2/0.65 

125 

250 

A/E 


1X3 

1 




1 VERDICT 1 Finally, Three is more than half of Five 


X3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive20i 

548 938 

7.4 

173 

8.4 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

xDrive20i auto 

566 607 

6.9 

161 

8.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

578 629 

_&-0- 

_1.31_ 

-a.i_ 

4/2.0TD 

140 400 

A/8 

xDrive28i 

_64S 8DJ_ 

-^.CL 

162 


4/2.0T 

_1.80_4Q(L 

A/8 

xDrive30d 

733 975 

5.7 

149 

5.9 

6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

xDrive35i 

758 990 

8.3 

193 

5.6 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 


4 SERIES / M4 

1 . 


1 VERDICT 1 Two-door 3 now called 4. Turbo M4 rather special 


( i 

4 SERIES /M4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Gran Coupe 









420i 

508 475 

6.4 

149 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

420i auto 

526 657 

6.1 

142 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

420d 

539 910 

4.7 

124 

7.7 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/6 

420d auto 

558 503 

4.6 

121 

7.5 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

A/8 

428i 

587 488 

6.6 

154 

6.1 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

428i auto 

605 670 

6.3 

147 

6.0 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

435i 

754 540 

7.5 

174 

5 2 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

coupe 

420i 

507 962 

6.1 

144 

7.3 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

420i auto 

526 349 

6.0 

139 

73 

4/2.0T 

135 


A/8 

420d 

53.9 410 

-JL,.7L 

-124_ 

7.5 4/2.0TD 

-1-3_5_ 

380 

M/8 

420d auto 

_5_5SJKJ3_ 

4.6 

_121_ 

7.3 4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

A/8 

428i 

586 988 

6.6 

154 

5.9 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

428i auto 

605 170 

6.3 


5.8 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 


435i 

754 027 

7.2 

169 

5.62 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

M4 

1 068118 

8.8 

204 

4.3 

6/3.0T 

317 

550 

M/6 

M4 auto 

1 117 992 

8.3 

194 

4.65 

6/3.0T 

317 

550 

D/7 

convertible 

420i 

599 001 

6.8 

159 

8.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

420i auto 

617 388 

6.6 

154 

8.3 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

428 i 

696 501 

6.8 

159 

6.4 

4/2. OT 

180 

350 

M/6 

428i auto 

714 888 

— 6-J- 



4/2 OT 

180 

350 

A/8 

435i 

857 746 

7.5 

-176_ 


6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

M4 

1 213 042 

9.1 

213 


6/3.0T 

JIL 

550 

M/6 

M4 auto 

1 262 916 

8.7 

203 

4.4 

6/3.0T 

317 

550 

D/7 



X4 


VERDICT I X3 slips into something a little sportier 


1 838 091 9.9 232 3.9 V8/4.4T 441 700 D/7 


X4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive20i 

661 707 

_a.3_ 


_ajL 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

664 629 

_5_..0_ 

-1-3_1_ 

_aj)_JL/2,0TD_ 

140 

400 

A/8 

xDrive28i 

725 809 

7,0 

162 


4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

xDrive30d 

811 475 

5.7 

149 

5.8 

6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

xDrive35i 

820 990 

8.3 

193 

5.5 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 


Z4 1 


VERDICT 1 Z4 with broadfer) appeal 

Z4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sDrive20i 

586 501 

6.8 

159 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

sDrive20i auto 

607 201 

6.8 

159 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

sDrive28i 

670 001 

6.8 

159 

5.7 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

sDrive28i auto 

690 701 


159 

-5J- 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

sDrive35i 

Q2&357 

9.4 

219 


6/3.0T 

225 

400 

-M7_6_ 

sDrive35i auto 

867 137 

9.1 

211 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

D/7 

sDrive35is 

923 337 

9.1 

211 

4.8 

6/3.0T 

250 

500 

D/7 


1 5 SERIES /MS 1 




VERDICT 1 Too smooth for some, but easily the best Five ever 

b:. 


■V 

5 SERIES /M5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

520i 

625 449 

6.4 

139 

8.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

520d 

659 500 

4.1 

109 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

528i 

752 257 

6.5 

142 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

530d 

850 436 

5.3 

J24. 

6.0 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

535i 

866 527 

7.6 

169 


6/3.0T 

225 400 

A/8 

Active Hybrid 5 

929 975 

6.4 

149 

5.9 

6/3.0Te 

250e 450e 

A/8 

535d 

981 347 

5.4 

138 

5.5 

6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

550i 

1 118 105 

8.6 

199 

4.6 


330 

650 


M5 

1 459 491 

9.9 

232 

4.3 

V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 

M5 Competition 

1 611 791 

9.9 

232 

4.2 

V8/4.4T 

423 

680 

D/7 


Gran Coupe 

640i 


1 127 540 7.5 174 5.4 6/3.0T 235 450 A/8 


1 167 668 5.5 146 5.93 6/3.0TD 230 630 A/8 


1 479 605 8.6 199 5.42 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 


1 761 491 9.9 232 4.2 V8/4.4T 412 680 D/7 


1 895 491 9.9 232 3.9 V8/4.4T 441 700 D/7 


convertible 


1 169 246 7.6 176 5.5 6/3.0T 235 450 A/8 


1 515 029 8.9 208 4.6 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 


1 803 209 10.3 239 4.47 V8/4.4T 412 680 D/7 


1 950 809 10.3 239 4.0 V8/4.4T 441 700 D/7 


7 SERIES 


VERDICT I Tech-laden limo a treat from every seat 


« i 


7 SERIES 

7401 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 322 488 6.6 154 5.7 6/3.0T 240 450 A/8 


1 346 629 5.0 131 6.1 6/3.0TD 195 560 A/8 


■8 


VERDICT I Three-cylinder hybrid sports car is a revelation 


ePrive coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 790 000 2.1 49 4.4 3/1. 5+e 266 570e A/6 


CHANGAN 


r STAR ^ yuniuiilliiiiAiii 

■dl 

VERDICT 1 Tempting price, credible design, but untried 

1 ^ 4 ^ 


PRICE 

74990 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

n/a 184 n/a 4/1.0 39 78 M/5 


n/a 189 n/a 4/1.3 60 102 M/5 


n/a 189 n/a 4/1.3 60 102 M/5 


5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 


VERDICT I Not quite the answer to the anti-SUV brigade 


CHERY 


VERDICT I Chev Spark clone on the cheap 


5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

QQ3 


L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

1 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

520d GT 

733 962 

5.5 

144 8.9 4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

A/8 

0.8 TE 

93 900 

6 8 

156 20.0 

3/0.8 

38 

70 

M/5 

530d GT 

895 886 

5.8 

153 6.2 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

0.8 TX 

104 900 

6.8 

156 20.0 

3/0.8 

38 

70 

M/5 

535i GT 

912 887 


192 6.1 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

1.1 TXE 

-1-14-9.0_Q_ 


1331^ 

4/1.1 


90 

M/5 


1 159 644 9.2 214 5.0 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 


1X5 ■ 




^ 1 

4 


1 VERDICT 1 A masterclass in subtle evolution 




X5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive35i 

912 400 

8.5 

197 

6.5 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

xDriveSOd 

925 694 

5.9 

156 

6.8 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

xDrive40d 

1 045 296 

6.0 

157 

5.9 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

xDrive50i 

1 157 670 

9.6 

224 

5.83 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M50d 

1 215 438 

6.6 

173 

5.3 6/3.0TD 

280 

740 

A/8 

X5M 

1722 659 

111 

258 

_4,2_V8/W_423_ 

750 

A/8 


J1 


VERDICT I Not styled by Xerox. Good. No brand equity. E 


PRICE 

129 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.0 160 16.0 4/1.3 61 114 M/5 


VERDICT I Like the excellent X5, but in a skin-tight tracksuit 


LJ2 


1 VERDICT 1 Still no match for small hatch establishment 

g V 


PRICE 

144 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.4 176 15.1 4/1.5 72 140 M/5 


VERDICT I Solid, inoffensive effort but still not convincing 


X6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive35i 

993 503 

_a.3_ 

198 6.4 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

xDrive40d 

1 098 912 

6.2 

163 5.8 

6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

xDrive50i 

1 220 273 

9.7 

_225_^^ 


330 

650 

_A/^_ 

M50d 

1 385 540 

6.6 

174 5.2 

6/3.0TD 

280 

740 

A/8 

X6M 

1 757 659 

11.1 

258 4.75 V8/4.4T 

423 

750 

A/8 


1 6 SERIES /M6 






1 VERDICT 1 The very essence of Teutonic grand touring 



w 

6 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 








640i 

1 080 335 

7.4 

172 5.3 

6/3.0T 

235 

450 

A/8 

640d 

1 120 360 

5.4 

143 5.3 

6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

650i 

1 438 105 

8.6 

199 4.6 

V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M6 

1 690 491 

9.9 

232 4.2 

V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 


PRICE 

209 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

8.3 194 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


1 TIGGO 


VERDICT 1 Nosejob for Christopher Robin’s soft-roader clone 



TIGGO 

1.6 TXE 


PRICE 

234 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

8.6 201 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


VERDICT I Good attempt at a 15 seater. Lacks character 


P10 

2.0TCI 


PRICE 

-2B-9-mQ_ 


4 4 j*' 

KW NM GEAR 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

_lliL_263_n/a_4/2.0T 125 235 M/5 



OCILVY CT 84657 
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SPARK 
1.2 Campus 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

123 800 5.4 129 13.3 4/1.2 60 108 M/5 


134 100 5.4 129 13.3 4/1.2 60 108 M/5 


5.4 129 13.3 4/1.2 60 108 IVI/5 


J56000_^j^J29_J3j3_^/12__60_J08__M^ 


UTILITY 


VERDICT I Still the benchmark despite polarising looks 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.2 171 12,8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 


1.4 UteForce Edition 


-1-64-0-00 7.2 171 12,8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 


170 000 7.2 171 12.8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 


1.4 Sport 


193 700 7.2 171 12.8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 


163 300 8.1 193 9.8 4/1.8 77 161 M/5 


1.8 UteForce Edition 


169 100 8.1 193 9.8 4/1.8 77 161 M/5 


175 100 8.1 193 9.8 4/1.8 77 161 M/5 


199 900 8.1 193 9.8 4/1.8 77 161 M/5 


AVEO 


VERDICT I Ageing fast. Stretch for a Sonic instead 


AVEO 

hatch 1.6 L 


PRICE 

^4^-00- 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

_7.3_I.Z3_1JL^4/1.6 77 145 M/5 


sedan 1.6 L 

sedan 1.6 LS 


151 000 7.3 173 11.6 4/1.6 77 145 M/5 

163 500 7.3 173 11.6 4/1.6 77 145 IVI/5 


sedan 1.6 LS auto 


177 400 7.7 184 12.1 4/1.6 77 145 A/4 


SONIC 


VERDICT I Sporty styling, competitive engines. Strong rivals 


SONIC 

hatch 1.6 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

203 800 6.5 155 11.3 4/1.6 85 155 M/5 


6.4 152 11.3 4/1.6 85 155 M/5 


sedan 1.6 LS auto 


^19600__6;9_J6^J1^^/16_^5_J5^ 


hatch 1.4T RS 


-23A-1-QQ SJ-155_^.29_471.4T 103 200 M/6 


CRUZE 


VERDICT I As the name suggests, good for cruisin’ 


CRUZE 

hatch 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


248 300 6.7 158 12.8 4/1.6 86 155 IVI/5 


265 200 5.8 135 9.3 4/1.4T 1 Q3_2Q(^M/_6_ 


230 400 6.7 158 12.5 4/1.6 86 155 IVI/5 


^47200__6j^J58_JZ5_^/16_^6_J55__M^ 


262 500 5.8 135 9.3 4/1.4T 


-2-72A0_0 n/a n/a n/a 4/1.4T 103 200 A/6 


I ORLANDO 


VERDICT I Wagon for the stay-at-home dad 


ORLANDO 

1.8 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

301 300 7.2 171 12.0 4/1.8 104 176 IVI/5 


GRAND VOYAGER 

2.8CRD LX 


PRICE 

609 990 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

8.4 222 12.8 4/2.8TD 120 360 A/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5.2 123 13.3 3/1_.2_^_1i)A_M/5_ 


2.8CRD Limited 


698 990 8.4 222 12.8 4/2.8TD 120 360 A/6 


5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


300C 


VERDICT I Bold capable exec is big on value and presence 


300C 

3.6 Luxury Series 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

601 990 9.7 227 7.7 V6/3.6 210 340 A/8 


1 DFSK 1 

1 MINI TRUCK 


1 VERDICT 1 Unbelievably low pricing. Warning! 



3.0CRD Luxury Series 


683 990 7.2 191 7.35V6/3.0TD 177 550 A/5 


13.0 303 5.0 V8/6.4 347 631 A/5 


MINI TRUCK 

KOI 1.0 


PRICE 

76 990 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

n/a n/a n/a 4/1.0 


KW NM GEAR 

35 76 IVI/5 


n/a n/a n/a 4/1.3 58 103 M/5 


CITROEN 

Lci 


VERDICT 1 More style, more sophistication, much more price 

Is*# * 


KOI 1.3J-Car 


n/a n/a n/a 4/1.3 58 103 IVI/5 


Cl 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

1 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VTi 82 Feel 

168 900 

4.3 

99 11.0 

3/1.2 



M/5 

VTi 82 Airscape Feel 

194 900 

4.3 

99 11.0 

3/1.2 

60 

116 

M/5 


rosi 





1 ^ 

A 



1 VERDICT 1 New headlights but still a proper Mini Cooper rival 




DS3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

1 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

60kW Design 

244 900 

4.7 

109 12.3 

3/1.2 

60 

118 

M/5 

e-THP 81 kW Style 

284 900 

4.5 

104 10.6 

3/1. 2T 

81 

205 

M/5 

88kW Style auto 

299 900 

6.6 

150 10.9 

4/1.6 

88 

160 

A/4 

Cabrio e-THP 81 kW Style 

314 900 

4.5 

104 10.7 

3/1. 2T 

81 

205 

M/5 

e-THP 120kW Sport 

329 900 

5.6 

129 7.78 

4/1 .6T 

120 

240 

M/6 


1 DODGE 1 

1 JOURNEY 1 

lib 

1 VERDICT 1 Better inside but basics still off the pace of rivals 


JOURNEY 

2.4 SXT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

377 990 9.6 225 n/a 4/2.4 125 220 A/6 




466 990 10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 


Crossroad 3.6 


486 990 10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 


IFAW 1 



1 VERDICT 1 Cheap, garish and uninspiring 


|C4 CACTUS 


VERDICT 1 Bubble-wrapped crossover is fun, comfy and cool 



PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

109 995 6.5 155 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 IVI/5 


6.5 155 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 IVI/5 


C4 CACTUS 

60kW Feel 


PRICE 

-22amQ_ 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


4,6 107 14.5 3/1.2 60 118 M/5 SIRIUS S80 


e-THP81kWFeel 


264 900 4.7 107 9,3 3/1.2T 81 205 M/5 


VERDICT I Sounds grand, probably isn’t 


e-THP 81 kW Shine 


289 900 4.7 107 9.3 3/1.2T 81 205 M/5 



SIRIUS S80 

1.3 Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

174 995 7.5 177 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 M/5 


184 995 8.1 191 n/a 4/1.5 75 140 M/5 


189 995 8.1 191 n/a 4/1.5 75 140 IVI/5 


C4 PICASSO 

e-HDi 85kW Seduction 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

330 900 4.0 105 13.6 4/1. 6TD 85 270 M/6 


e-HDi 85kW Intensive 


350 900 4.0 105 13.6 4/1. 6TD 85 270 M/6 


e-THP 121kW Intensive 


130 9.3 4/1 .6T 121 240 A/6 


C4AIRCROSS 


VERDICT I Sassy French suit can’t hide Japanese roots 


1 FERRARI 1 

1 CALIFORNIA T | 


1 VERDICT 1 We feared a disaster but found a turbo’ed triumph 



CALIFORNIA T 

California T 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

3 668 000 10.5 250 3.6 V8/3.9T 412 755 D/7 


C4AIRCROSS 

2.0i Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

337 900 7.5 178 9.3 4/2.0 113 198 M/5 


2.0i Seduction auto 


360 900 7.6 180 10.2 4/2.0 113 198 C/V 


458 


VERDICT 1 430 successor is a big leap. One worth taking 




HDi 115 Seduction 


376 900 4.6 119 10.8 4/1. 6TD 84 270 M/6 


HDi 115 4WD Comfort 


387 900 4.9 129 11.6 4/1.6TD 84 270 M/6 


458 

Spider 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4 610 000 13.3 307 3.4 V8/4.5 419 540 D/7 


2.0i 4WD Exclusive 


8.1 191 10.9 4/2.0 113 198 C/V 


Speciale 


4 977 500 13.3 307 3.0 V8/4.5 445 540 D/7 


5 445 000 13.3 307 3.0 V8/4.5 445 540 D/7 



488 


VERDICT I More powerful, more beautiful 458 


CAPTIVA 

2.4 LT 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

366 500 8.8 210 10.5 4/2.4 123 230 M/6 


HDi 160 Comfort 


424 900 7.6 199 13.6 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


488 

488 GTB 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4m0m0_ll4_260 3.0 V8/3.9T 4.92_^0_D_/.7_ 


384 000 8.8 210 11.0 4/2.4 123 230 A/6 


398 600 7.9 209 n/a 4/2.2TD 135 400 


DS5 


VERDICT I Presidential style, but ride more crashy than cushy 


488 Spider 


11.4 260 3.0 V8/3.9T 492 760 D/7 


TRAILBLAZER 


VERDICT I Better in most areas than King Fortuner 


DS5 

THP 155 Style 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

438 900 7.3 169 9.7 4/1 .6T 115 240 A/6 


FF 


VERDICT I FF for Very Fast 


TRAILBLAZER 

2.5D LT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

439 300 7.4 195 11.7 4/2.5TD 120 380 M/6 


469 900 6.7 155 8.2 4/1.6T 147 275 M/6 


476 900 6.1 158 10.1 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

5 150 000 15.4 360 3.7 V12/6.3 485 683 D/7 


2.8D LTZ auto 


^-1-8-70-0 B..-^^5A_^.QAAI23TD_^AA^RQ_Al^ 


556700 8.0 215 11.4 4/2. 8TD 144 440 M/6 


F12berlinetta 


VERDICT I Glorious V12 wrapped in provocative body. Epic 


2.8D 4x4 LTZ auto 


^75^00_^;5_^54_J0^_4^j8TD_J4^_500_^^ 


FIZberlinetta 

F12berlinetta 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

5 979 000 15.0 350 3.1 V12/6.3 545 690 D/7 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

All the latest Audi Offers conveniently in one place: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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PANDA 


FIESTA 


VERDICT I Fresh face, brilliant turbo three-pot 


1 VERDICT 1 Fun to drive, pragmatic, cheap to run 


1 

FIESTA 

1.4 Ambiente 

PRICE 

198 900 

L/100 

5.7 

C02 0-100 PIT 

130 12.2 4/1.4 

KW 

71 

NM 

128 

GEAR 

M/5 

PANDA 

1.2 Pop 

PRICE 

152 990 

L/100 C02 0-100 

5.2 120 14.2 

PIT 

4/1.2 

KW NM GEAR 

51 102 M/5 

1.4 Trend 

204 900 


130 12.2 

4/1.4 


128 

M/5 

1.2 Lounge 

169 990 

5.2 120 15.53 

4/1.2 

51 102 M/5 

1.0T Ambiente auto 

204 900 


114 10.8 

3/1. OT 



D/6 






1.0T Trend 

199 900 

4.3 

99 9.84 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/5 

[500 





1.0T Trend auto 

215 900 

4.9 

114 10.8 

3/1. OT 

74 

170 


VERDICT 1 Majors on style and charm. Retro glamour 



1.0T Titanium 

225 900 

4.3 

99 9.4 

3/1. OT 

92 

170 

M/5 


500 

hatch 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

500 1.2 Pop 

179 900 

5.1 

119 

12.9 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

M/5 

500 1.2 Pop auto 

188 940 

5.0 

115 

13.0 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

S/5 

500 1.2 Lounge 

195 900 

5.1 

119 

12.9 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

M/5 

500 1.2 Lounge auto 

204 940 

5.0 

115 

13.0 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

S/5 

500 1.4 Lounge 

224 900 

6.1 

140 

10.5 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

M/6 

500 1.4 Lounge auto 

233 940 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 

500S 1.4 

22a5DQ_ 

6.1 

140 10.5 

4/1.4 

74 

1?1 

M/6 

500S 1.4 auto 

238 940 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 

cabriolet 

500C1.2POP 

222 900 

5.1 

119 

12.9 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

M/5 

500C 1.2 Pop auto 

231 940 

5.0 

115 

13.0 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

S/5 

500C 1.4 Lounge 

266 900 

6.1 

140 

10.5 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

M/6 

500C 1.4 Lounge auto 

275 940 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 

500S cabriolet 1.4 

276 900 

6.1 

140 10.5 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

M/6 

500S cabriolet 1.4 auto 

285 940 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 



illBO.. 


QUBO 


PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 


200 990 

6.6 

152 16.2 4/1.4 

54 

118 

M/5 

1.3Multiiet 


225 990 

4.4 

115 16.5 4/1.3TD 

55 

190 

M/5 


1 500L 1 

I 

■ 


1 VERDICT 1 

The 500 that ate a//the pies. Good family fun 

■ 


m 

500L 


PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1 .4 Pop Star 


259 900 

6.2 

145 12.8 4/1.4 

70 

127 

M/6 

1 .4 Easy 


259 900 

6.2 

145 12.8 4/1.4 

70 

127 

M/6 

1.4 Lounge 


274 900 

6.2 

145 12.8 4/1.4 

70 

127 

M/6 

1.6 Multijet Lounge 

319 900 

4.5 

117 11.3 4/1.6TD 

77 

320 

M/6 

1.4 T-Jet Trekking 

324 400 

7.0 

163 11.0 4/1 .4T 

88 

215 

M/6 



500X 


VERDICT I Most middle-of-the-road Fiat yet 


500L 

1.6 Pop Star 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

310 900 6.4 147 11.5 4/1.6 81 152 M/5 


344 900 6.0 139 9.8 4/1.4T 103 230 M/6 


1 AT Cross auto 


^_359^00__5;^J33_a8_^/14^J03_^30__D^ 


1 .4T Cross Plus 


Si)— ia£_5-6_4/i-jj_iQa-^ao_M/6_ 


1 .4T Cross Plus auto 


394 900 5.7 133 9.8 4/1 .4T 1_a3_23i)_D/^ 


DOBLO PANORAMA 


VERDICT I Family-friendly room with a view 


1 


DOBLO PANORAMA 

1.6 Multijet Dynamic 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

323 490 5.5 145 13.4 4/1 .6TD 77 290 M/6 


FORD 


VERDICT I Serious contender for best small car buy 


FIGO 

1.4 Ambiente 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

148 900 6.6 156 13.1 4/1.4 62 127 M/5 


159 900 6.6 156 13.1 4/1.4 62 127 M/5 


1.4TDCi Ambiente 


5.3 139 15.8 4/1.4TD 51 160 M/5 


1 IKON 


1 

1 VERDICT 1 

Reasonably good car beneath a nondescript shell 


IKON 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.6 Ambiente 

163 900 7.7 182 11.3 4/1.6 

74 143 M/5 


1.0T Titanium auto 


235 900 4.9 114 10.8 3/1.0T 74 170 D/6 


1.6TDCi Ambiente 


214 900 3.6 95 11.7 4/1 .6TD 70 200 M/5 


1.6TDCi Trend 




-27-£MQ 5.9 138 6.9 4/1.6T 134 290 M/6 


1 B-MAX 


1 VERDICT 1 Good: smart cabin, great to drive. Bad: van vibes 

FIESTA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.0T Ambiente 

221 900 

5.1 

119 13.2 3/1.0T 

74 

170 

M/5 

1.0T Trend 

246 900 

4.9 

114 11.2 3/1.0T 

92 

170 

M/5 

1.0T Titanium 

271 900 

4.9 

114 11.2 3/1.0T 

92 

170 

M/5 


1 ECOSPORT 

\s 



1 VERDICT 1 More thanjust a Fiesta on stilts 



P# 

ECOSPORT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 Ambiente 

213 900 

6.5 

154 11.6 4/1.5 

82 

138 

M/5 

1.0T Trend 

249 900 

5.7 

131 12.7 3/1.0T 

92 

170 

M/5 

1.0T Titanium 

270 900 

5.7 

131 12.09 3/1.0T 

_92_ 

J70_ 

_M/^ 

1.5TDCi Trend 


_4..5_ 

125_14.5 4/15TD 

-66_ 

205 


1.5TDCi Titanium 

274 900 

_4^ 

125 14.5 4/1 .5TD 


205 

M/5 

1.5 Titanium auto 

274 900 

6.5 

154 13.4 4/1.5 

82 

138 

D/6 


1 FOCUS 


m 

Ik. 

1 VERDICT 1 Updated face, still matches the Golf in most areas 

P 

V 


FOCUS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 







1.0T Ambiente 

217 900 

5.0 

116 11.1 3/1.0T 

92 

170 

M/6 

1.0T Trend 

235 900 

5.0 

116 11.1 3/1.0T 

92 

170 

M/6 

1.5T Trend 

271 9ilQ_ 


128 8.7 4/1, 5T 

-1-32_ 

240 

-JMy-6_ 

1.5T Trend auto 

285 900 

_6J_ 

140 9.0 4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

hatch 

1.0T Ambiente 

222 900 

5.0 

116 11.1 3/1.0T 

92 

170 

M/6 

1.0T Trend 

P4n gno 

_5,0_ 

11_6_11,1 3710T 

_9-2_ 


M/6 

1.5T Trend 

277 900 

5.5 

127 8.6 4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

M/6 

1.5T Trend auto 

290 900 

6.1 

140 8.9 4/1. 5T 


_2^ 


ST1 

381 900 

6.8 

159 6.5 4/2.0T 

184 

360 

M/6 

STS 

421 900 

6.8 

159 6.5 4/2.0T 

184 

360 

M/6 



1 TOURNEO CONNECT 


VERDICT 1 Great lifestyle van for more thanjust a Blue Oval fan 

TOURNEO CONNECT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Tourneo Connect 








1.0T Ambiente , 

273 900 

5.6 

129 

n/a 3/1. OT 

=M= 

-7L7_D_ 

M/6 

1.0T Trend 

283 900 

5.6 

129 

n/a 3/1. OT 

74 

170 

M/6 

Grand Tourneo Connect 

1.6T Titanium auto ^ 

363 900 

8.0 

184 

n/a 4/1 .6T 

J1^ 

240 

A/6 

1.6TDCi Titanium 

_371_9_0i)_ 


130 

■ja/a_Ji/1...6ID_ 

_85_ 

285 

M/6 


1 RANGER 

a 



VERDICT 1 The segment’s new top dog 

1 



RANGER 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.5 

203 900 

10.8 

257 

n/a 4/2.5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.5 XL 

239 900 

10.8 

257 

n/a 4/2.5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

253 900 

10.8 257 

n/a 4/2.5 


_226_ 


2.2 

218 900 

9.0 

237 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2 XL 

253 900 

_9-.X)- 

237 

D/a 4i2.2TD 

-8_8_ 

285 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

269 900 

9.0 

237 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2 4x4 XL 

321 900 

9.6 

253 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXLS 

323 900 

7.6 

199 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XL-Plus 

352 900 

8.2 

215 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

J1^ 

375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

380 900 

_8...2_ 

-215_ 

nZa 472.2X0 

-J-IQ- 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLS 

364 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 


Super Cab 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

277 900 

10.9 259 


4/2.5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

319 900 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLS 

392 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 XLS 

441 900 

_9J- 

258 

n/a 5/3.2TD 


470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 XLS autp 

455 900 

9.7 

255 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

double cab 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

308 900 

10.9 259 

JT^ 

4/2.5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

328 900 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

2.2Hi-RiderXLS 

412 900 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XL-Plus 

402 900 

_a.. 2 _ 


_ja/a_4/2..2TD_ 

J12_ 

375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

468 900 

8.3 

218 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLT 

467 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 Hi-RiderXLT auto 

481 900 

9.1 

239 

n/a 5/3.2TD 


470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 XLT 

526 900 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3. 2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 XLT auto 

537 900 

9.7 

255 

10.77 5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2Hi-RiderWildtrak 

491 900 

_a.3_ 

2^ 



470 

M/6 

3.2 Hi-RiderWildtrak auto 

501 900 

9.1 

239 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 Wildtrak 

558 900 

9.7 

255 

n/a 5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 


1 KUGA 

1.1 


VERDICT 1 Chunkier, taller, more useful Focus 

■i 


m 

KUGA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1 .5T Ambiente 

328 900 

6.6 

154 

9.7 

4/1. 5T 

110 

240 

M/6 

1.5T Ambiente auto 

344 900 

7.0 

162 

9.9 

4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

1.5T Trend 

365 900 

6.6 



4/1. 5T 


240 

M/6 

1 .5T Trend auto 

379 900 

7.0 

162 

9.9 

4/1 .5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

1.5TAWD Trend 

407 900 

7.7 

179 

10.1 

4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

2.0TDCi AWD Trend 

433 900 

8.8 

204 


4/2.0T 

JZL 

240 

A/6 

2.0T AWD Titanium 

448 900 

8.8 

204 

7.8 

4/2.0T 

177 

240 

A/6 

2.0TDCi AWD Titanium 

468 900 

6.2 

162 

10.4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/6 


1 FUSION 


a 


VERDICT 1 New ‘Mondeo’ has been worth the wait 

R 


m 

FUSION 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5T Trend 

349 900 


JZ2- 

9.2 

4/1. 5T 


240 


2.0T Trend 

369 900 

7.5 



4/2.0T 

149 

300 

A/6 

2.0T Titanium 

424 900 

8.5 



4/2.0T 

J77. 

340 

A/6 

2.0TDCi Titanium 

449 900 

5.1 

124 

8.6 

4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/6 


1 TOURNEO CUSTOM 


VERDICT 1 Fun-to-drive 8-seater. The new bus to beat 


TOURNEO CUSTOM 

2.2TDCi SWB Ambiente 


PRICE 

443 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 74 310 M/6 


2.2TDCi LWB Ambiente 


449 900 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 74 310 M/6 


2.2TDCi SWB Trend 


6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 92 350 M/6 


2.2TDCi LWB Trend 


_43J_9_0i)_6_.5_172_n/3_JI/2^TD_9_^_^^ 


2.2TDCi SWB Limited 


-5-Ul^-Q-Q 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 114 385 M/6 


FOTON 


1 THUNDA*™ 



wmm 

-.j 










b 

VERDICT 1 Bare essentials bakkie 



ww 

THUNDA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2 V 

1_39_a5.Q_ 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2.2 


193 

M/5 

2.2 CV 

149 950 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2.2 

76 

193 

M/5 

2.8TD CV 

179 950 


JT^ 

n/a 4/2.8TD 

68 

202 

M/5 

2.2 double cab CV 

^4 9_5D 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2.2 


193 

M/5 

2.8TD double cab XV 

205 950 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2. 8TD 

68 

202 

M/5 


1 TUNLAND 




VERDICT 1 Cummins diesel makes it best Chinese bakkie yet 

m 



TUNLAND 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.8 on-road Comfort 

204 950 

8.0 

212 

n/a 4/2.8TD 


280 

M/5 

2.8 off-road Comfort 

244 950 

8.0 

212 

n/a 4/2.8TD 


280 

M/5 

2.8 off-road Luxury 

254 950 

8.0 

212 

n/a 4/2. 8TD 

96 

280 

M/5 

double cab 

2.8 off-road Comfort 

P99 9.^n 

8.3 

219 13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 

360 

M/5 

2.8 off-road Luxury 

319 950 

8.3 

219 

13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 

360 

M/5 

2.8 4x4 Comfort 

384 950 

8.3 

219 

13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 

360 

M/5 

2.8 4x4 Luxury 

404 950 

8.3 

219 

13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 

360 

M/5 






















THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 111 


GEELY 



IQtui 

^1 



VERDICT 1 Attractively priced Botox disaster 



H5 


VERDICT I Facelifted Hover gaining traction for the brand 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

92 990 6.2 140 n/a 3/1.0 50 88 M/5 


6.9 164 14.0 4/1.3 63 110 M/5 


LC CROSS 


VERDICT I Just like an LC, but less happy 




LC CROSS 
1.3 GL 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

109 990 6.9 164 14.0 4/1.3 63 110 M/5 


112 900 7.3 169 n/a 4/1.5 75 136 M/5 


MK 


VERDICT I Bargain motoring 


H5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4 City 

244 900 

10.3 

242 

n/a 4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.4 Lux 

24J9QD 

_J_Q.^242_ 

n/a 4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.4 Lux 4x4 

269 900 

10.3 

242 

n/a 4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.0VGT Lux 

284 900 

_7..6_ 

199 

n^^2.QTD 

Jlfl. 

310 

M/6 

2.0VGT Lux auto 

319 900 

9.2 

240 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

A/5 

2.0VGT Lux 4x4 

319 900 

7.6 

199 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

M/6 

2.0VGT Lux 4x4 auto 

339 900 

9.2 

240 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

A/5 


1 H6 1 

- 

m 

m 

VERDICT 1 Takes Chinese crossovers to the next level 

L. 


w 

H6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5T City 

259 900 

8.5 

200 

n/a 4/1. 5T 

105 

210 

M/6 

1.5T Lux 

279 900 


200 

_n/a_4/_1..5T_ 

105 

210 



6.7 175 n/a 4/2.0TD 105 310 M/6 


1.8 Executive 

323 500 

6.7 

160 

8.8 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/5 

1.8 Executive auto 

338 500 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

hatch 

1.8 Elegance 

297 000 

6.1 

146 

9.1 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/6 

1.8 Eieqance auto 

312 000 

6.5 

155 

10.9 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

1.8 Executive 


— 

150 9.57 

4/1.8 

104 


M/6 

1.8 Executive auto 

338 500 

6.5 

155 

11.3 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

Tourer 

1.8 Executive 

385 500 

6.6 

157 

9.5 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/6 

1.8 Executive auto 

400 500 

6.7 

160 

11.3 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 


|HR-V 







1 VERDICT 1 Promising but pricey, and CVT-only for now 



HR-V 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 Comfort 

299 900 

6.2 

147 

12.0 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

C/V 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

99 990 7.7 178 n/a 4/1.5 69 128 M/5 


354 900 6.8 162 10.1 4/1.8 105 172 C/V 


7.7 178 n/a 4/1.5 69 128 M/5 


STEED 6 


VERDICT I Steed gets dressed up for the rodeo 


IEMGRAND7 I 


VERDICT 1 A cheaper sedan for the family man 



STEED 6 
double cab 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 


CR-Z 


VERDICT I Looks good, handles -a hybrid we could live with 


299 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 105 305 M/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


329 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 105 305 M/6 


CR-Z 

Hybrid 

Hybrid auto 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

384 100 5.2 124 9.4 4/1.5e lOle 190e M/6 

399 100 4.9 117 9.9 4/1.5e lOle 190e C/V 



189 900 7.2 172 n/a 4/1.5 71 138 M/5 


188 000 6.1 147 10.8 4/1.5 88 145 M/5 


^07900__6J_J4^ja8_^/l^ 


_J45__M^ 


STEEDS 


VERDICT I One of the better Chinese bakkies 




1.5 Comfort auto 


6.0 144 11.3 4/1.5 88 145 C/V 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 


JAZZ 


VERDICT I Does nothing better than well-liked predecessor 


1 HYUNDAI 

IJIO 

1 


1 VERDICT 1 Tiny Korean gem. Not quite as grand as it once was 


2.4L Lux 

189 900 

10.7 

251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

JAZZ 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4L4x4Lux 

219 900 

10.7 

251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

1.2 Trend 

185 300 

5.6 

135 13.5 

4/1.2 

66 

110 

M/5 

2.0WGT 

199 900 

_8J_ 

_2^ 

n/a 4/2.0TD 


_2^ 

_M/^ 

1 .2 Comfort 

211 000 

5.6 

135 13.6 

_4/1^ 

66 

110 

_M/^ 

2.0VGT Lux 

229 900 

8.3 

220 

JT^ 

4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

M/6 

1 .2 Comfort auto 



136 14.3 

,4^1^ 


Ji2_ 


2.0VGT 4x4 Lux 

259 900 

8.3 

220 

JT^ 

4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

M/6 

1.5 Eieqance 

241 900 

6.0 

143 9.9 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

M/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

134 900 4.8 114 15.2 4/1.1 50 99 M/5 


1.1 Motion auto 


147 900 5.7 135 17.1 4/1.1 50 99 A/4 


GRAND no 


VERDICT I Terrible name, decent little car 


J84900_ja2_240_n/a_^/2j2_^8_J90__M^ 


1.5 Elegance auto 


256 900 5.8 140 10.6 4/1.5 


229 900 9.3 245 n/a 4/2.0TD 78 225 M/5 


1.5 Dynamic 

1.5 Dynamic auto 


257 300 6.0 143 10.49 4/1.5 88 145 M/5 

272 300 5.8 140 10.7 4/1.5 88 145 C/V 


GRAND ilO 

1.25 Motion 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

154 900 5.9 130 12.7 4/1.2 64 120 M/5 


2.4L 4x4 Lux 

239 900 

10.7 251 

n/a 4/2.4 

100 200 

_M/^ 




2.0VGT Lux 

259 900 

8.3 220 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

110 310 

M/6 

1 BALLADE 


2.0VGT 4x4 Lux 

289 900 

8.3 220 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

110 310 

M/6 

1 VERDICT 1 Greatly improved, but the badge still beats the car 



.JSLm 5.9 130 11.1 4/1.2 64 120 M/5 


1.25 Fluid auto 


6.9 147 14.2 4/1.2 64 120 A/4 


C50T 


VERDICT I Pricey, turbocharged Chinese Corolla 


BALLADE 

1.5 Trend 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

208 900 5.9 140 9.6 4/1.5 88 145 M/5 


i20 


VERDICT I It’s like they just dressed the old car in a new suit 


1.5 Trend auto 


223 900 5.8 137 11.1 4/1.5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

192 900 5.9 140 13.6 4/1.2 61 115 M/5 


C50T 

1.5T Lux 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

209 900 7.4 173 10.0 4/1.5T 98 188 M/5 


237 100 5.9 140 9.6 4/1.5 88 145 M/5 


219 900 7.4 173 10.0 4/1.5T 98 188 M/5 


1 STEED 5E 








1 VERDICT 1 Improves with each new iteration 



T ^ 

PW 

STEED 5E 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

double cab 







2.4 SX 

239 900 

10.7 251 n/a 

4/2.4 

93 

200 

M/5 

2.4 Xscape 

256 900 

10.7 251 n/a 

4/2.4 

93 

200 

M/5 

2.0VGT SX 

269 900 

8.3 220 n/a 

4/2. OTD 

105 

305 

M/6 

2.0VGT Xscape 

289 900 

8.3 220 n/a 

4/2. OTD 

105 

305 

M/6 


1.5 Eieqance auto 

252 100 

5.8 

137 

11.1 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

C/V 

1 .5 Executive 

258 000 

5.p 

149 

9.6 

4/1.5 

99 

145 

M/5 

1 .5 Executive auto 

273 000 


127 

11.1 

-Al±.5_ 

88 

_145_ 




202 900 5.9 140 13.6 4/1.2 61 115 M/5 


-21^900 6.5 147 11.4 4/1.4 74 133 M/6 


225 900 7.5 160 13.2 4/1.4 74 133 A/4 




1 CIVIC 



1 VERDICT 1 Distinctive and goes well, but not outstandingly so 

I*— 

CIVIC 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

sedan 



1.8 Eieqance 

311 600 6.7 160 8.6 4/1.8 

104 174 M/5 

1.8 Eieqance auto 

326 600 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.8 

104 174 A/5 


1 ACCENT 




in 


1 VERDICT 1 For the small sedan buyer, this is money well spent 


ACCENT 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

sedan 1.6 Motion 

214 900 

6.1 

145 10.2 

4/1.6 

91 156 M/6 

sedan 1.6 Fiuid 

231 900 

6.1 

145 10.2 

4/1.6 

91 156 M/6 

sedan 1.6 Fiuid auto 

241 900 

64 

151114 

4/1.6 

91 156 A/4 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

ALL the Latest Audi Offers conveniently in one place: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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hatch 1.6 Fluid 

hatch 1.6 Fluid auto 


241 900 

251 900 


6.4 152 10.2 4/1.6 

6.8 161 11.4 4/1.6 


91 156 M/6 

91 156 A/4 


300D-Teq LX auto 


474 900 7.7 204 n/a 4/3.0TD 130 380 A/5 


300D-Teq 4x4 LX 


1 ELANTRA I 


1 VERDICT 1 Leapfrogs the opposition, doesn’t break the bank 



ELANTRA 

1.6 Premium 


PRICE 

270 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

152 10.1 4/1.6 


KW NM GEAR 

96 157 M/6 


1.6 Premium auto 

285 900 


163 

J1J_ 

4/1.6 96 


A/6 

1.6 Executive 

280 900 

6.4 

152 

10.1 

4/1.6 96 

157 

IVI/6 

1 .6 Executive auto 

295 900 

6.9 

163 

11.6 

4/1.6 96 

157 

A/6 


fiso 








VERDICT 1 Korea hits the Golf-class A-list 






130 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Premium 

290 900 

_6,.4_ 

152105 

4/1.6 95 


M/6 

1.6 Premium auto 

310 900 

6.8 

173 

11.5 

4/1.6 95 

157 

A/6 

1.8 Executive 

310 900 

-6-^ 

157 

97_ 

4/1.8 110 

178 

M/6 


IVELOSTER 






VERDICT 1 Oddly attractive 2-t-l door coupe hatch 


V 

VELOSTER 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1 .6 Executive 

302 900 

6.8 

163 

9.7 

4/1.6 103 

167 

M/6 

1.6 Executive auto 

322 900 

6.8 

161 

10.3 

4/1.6 103 

167 

D/6 

Turbo Eiite 

383 900 

_^j2_ 



4/1 .6T 150 

265 

M/6 

Turbo Eiite auto 

403 900 

_6..9_ 

165 

7,3 

4/1 .6T 150 

265 

D/7 


rijSi 







% 

VERDICT 1 Very popular for good reason 




m 


ix35 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Premium 

343 900 

8.5 

201 

10.7 

4/2.0 116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Premium Special Edition 

364 900 

8.5 

201 

10.7 

4/2.0 116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Premium auto 

_3,5.9_9P_0_ 

— aj- 

207 

Jl^ 

4/2.0 116 

192 

-A/6_ 

2.0 Premium auto Speciai Edition 379 900 

8.9 

207 

11.5 

4/2.0 116 

192 

A/6 

1.7CRDi Premium 

369 900 

5.3 


12.4 4/1 .7TD 85 

_260_ 

M/6 

1.7CRDi Premium Speciai Edition 389 900 

5.3 

139 

12.4 4/1 .7TD 85 

260 

M/6 

2.0 Executive 

384 900 

8.5 

204 

10.7 

4/2.0 116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Executive Special Edition 

399 900 

8.5 

204 

10.7 

4/2.0 116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Elite 

409 900 

_a,8_ 

■ 200 115. 

4/2.0 116 

192 

A/6 

2.0 Elite Special Edition 

424 900 

8.8 

200 

11.5 

4/2.0 116 

192 

A/6 

2.0CRDi Elite 

439 900 

6.5 


9.4 

4/2.0TD 130 

383 

M/6 

2.0CRDi Elite Special Edition 

459 900 

6.5 

170 

9.4 

4/2.0TD 130 

383 

M/6 

2.0CRDi 4WD Elite 

500 900 

7.2 

190 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi 4WD Elite Speciai Edition 520 900 

7.2 

190 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 130 

392 

A/6 


|H-1 







VERDICT I Nine seats and still room for the luggage 



H-1 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4 GLS 

445 900 

10.2 

241 

13.11 

4/2.4 126 

224 

M/5 

2.5CRDi GLS 

526 900 

9.8 

260 

14.5 4/2.5TD 120 

392 

A/5 


1 SANTA FE 1 



PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.0d 

596 949 

8.5 

224 7.9 V6/3.0TD 

175 

550 

A/7 

3.0d GT 

637 824 

8.5 

224 7.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

3.0d GT Premium 


8.5 

224 8.42V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

3.7 GT 

629 070 

12.2 

288 6.4 V6/3.7 

235 

360 

A/7 

3.7 GT Premium 

670 476 

12.2 

288 6.4 V6/3.7 

235 

360 

A/7 



523 600 7.9 209 13.08 4/3.0TD 130 380 M/5 


300D-Teq 4x4 LX auto 


529 700 7.9 208 n/a 4/3.0TD 130 380 A/5 


JAGUAR 




VERDICT 1 Proper Jaguar, properly expensive 



Q60 


VERDICT 1 370Z’s more genteel cousin 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

534 800 4.2 109 7.8 4/2.0TD 132 430 M/6 


590 400 4.2 109 7.8 4/2.0TD 132 430 A/8 


644 953 7.5 179 6.8 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 


Q60 

coupe 3.7 GT 

coupe 3.7 S 

coupe 3.7 S Premium 

cabrio 3.7 GT Premium 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

618 687 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

641 270 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

674 569 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


20d R-Sport 


614 000 4.2 109 7.8 4/2.0TD 132 430 A/8 


25t R-Sport 

20d Portfolio 


668 653 7.5 179 6.8 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 

654 600 4.2 109 7.8 4/2.0TD 132 430 A/8 


709 253 7.5 179 6.8 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 




A/7 


915 692 8.1 194 5.1 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 


VERDICT I Impressive and attractive but only in diesel 


SANTA FE PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2.2CRDi Premium ^2.900_^j0_J8^_a8_^£j2TD_J45_^36_^/^_ 

2.2CRDi4WD Elite -651_9i)Q a..3_19.^1(I..Q_4/2.2TD 145 436 A/6 


INFINITI 


! 


VERDICT 1 Clever, great value, but softer 3 Series alternative 

rsm 


Q50 

2.2d 

2.2d Premium 

2.2d Sport 

2.0T Premium 

2.0T Sport 

S Hybrid 

S Hybrid AWD 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

420 000 4.8 125 8.7 4/2.2TD 125 400 M/6 

459 700 5.0 133 8.5 4/2.2TD 125 400 A/7 

489 900 5.0 133 8.5 4/2.2TD 125 400 A/7 

^50^00_^;0_J62_^j2_^/Z0^J55_350_^/^_ 

480 700 7.0 162 7.2 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 

609 900 6.8 159 5.1 V6/3.5e 261e 536e D/7 

634 900 7.2 169 5.4 V6/3.5e 261e 536e D/7 


070 


VERDICT 1 ‘Interestingly’ styled, superbly built 5 Series rival 


XF 


VERDICT I Top notch, shakes off retro baggage 




Q70 

3.7 GT 

3.7 GT Premium 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

651 154 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

708 205 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


2. 2D Luxury 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

637 199 5.1 158 8.5 4/2.2TD 147 450 A/8 


657 326 8.9 207 7.9 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 


3.7 S Premium 

732 426 

10.2 235 

6.2 V6/3.7 235 

360 

A/7 

2. 2D Premium Luxury 

712 699 

5.1 

158 

8.5 

4/2. 2TD 

147 

450 

A/8 

3.0d GT 

672 539 

7.5 

199 

6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

2.0 i4 Premium Luxury 

731 726 

8.9 

207 

7.9 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/8 

3.0d GT Premium 

729 590 

7.5 

199 

6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 

832 170 

9.4 

224 

5.9 

V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

3.0dS 

696 759 

7.5 

199 

6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

3.0 Supercharged Premium Luxury 910 970 

9.4 

224 

5.9 

V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

3.0d S Premium 

753^ 


1^ 

6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

5^ 

A£_ 

3.0D S Premium Luxury 

918 727 

6.0 

169 

6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 

600 

A/8 


VERDICT I Hollywood SUV is a great X5 rival 


QX70 

3.7 GT 

3.7 GT Premiunn 

3.7 S 

3.7 S Premium 

3.7 S Black 

3.0d GT 

3.0d GT Premium 

3.0dS 

3.0d S Premium 

3.0d S Black 

5.0 S Premium 


KW NM GEAR 

235 360 A/7 

235 360 A/7 


1 349 690 11.6 270 4.9 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 


J.4.a7L53(}_11.,6_^.70_4^VmPS_4.Q^8i)_A^^ 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

734 000 12.3 291 6.8 V6/3.7 

794 000 12.3 291 6.8 V6/3.7 

779 000 12.3 291 6.8 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

839 000 12.3 291 6.8 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

852 500 12.3 291 6.8 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

765 500 9.0 238 8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

816 500 9.0 238 8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

801 500 9.0 238 8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

9.0 238 8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

875 000 9.0 238 8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

935 000 13.1 312 6.02 V8/5.0 287 500 A/7 


I F-TYPE I 


VERDICT I Jag’s first real sports car in decades is the real deal 


QX80 


VERDICT I Glitzy, desert-friendly mobile apartment 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

J_25,a.0i)ij_14..^3_5iLJ?.^8/^^^^ 298 560 A/7 


ISUZU 


VERDICT I Capable and well priced. 


KB 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

250 

219 400 

7.9 

298 

JiJ3_ALZSXD_ 

59 

179 

M/5 

250 Fleetside 

241 500 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

58 

170 

M/5 

250D-Teq Fieetside 

270 600 

7.6 

199 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

250D-Teq LE 

307 600 

7.6 

199 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

357 400 

8.2 

217 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

355 700 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

410 000 

8.1 

213 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

Extended Cab 

250D-Teq Fieetside 

317 000 

7.6 

199 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

394 200 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX auto 

451 800 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

407 500 

7,9 

209 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

double cab 

250D-Teq Fieetside 

325 700 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

250D-Teq LE 

406 200 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

429 100 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

463 700 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 


F-TYPE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 

924 205 

8.4 

199 

5.3 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

conyertible 

941 505 

8.4 

199 

5.3 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

S coupe 

1 062 316 

8.6 

203 

4.9 V6/3.0S 280 

460 

A/8 

S conyertibie 

1 079 616 

8.6 

203 5.04 V6/3.0S 280 460 

A/8 

R coupe 

1 669 551 

10.7 

255 

4.2 V8/5.0S 405 

680 

A/8 

R convertibie 

1 686 851 

10.7 

255 

4.2 V8/5.0S 405 

680 

A/8 

R coupe AWD 

1 760 187 

11.3 

269 

4.1 V8/5.0S 405 

680 

A/8 


Ixj 




1^ 



VERDICT 1 Midlife upgrade and still no chauffeur required 1^ 


m 

XJ 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

i4 Luxury 

986 947 

9.0 

215 

7.9 4/2.0T 177 

340 

A/8 

3.0D Luxury 

1 287 766 

7.0 

184 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 

700 

A/8 

3.0D Premium Luxury 

1 412 866 

7.0 

184 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 

700 

A/8 

3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 

1 608 937 

9.1 

211 

5.9 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

XJR 

2 194 290 

11.1 

270 

4.6 V8/5.0S 405 

680 

A/8 

XJ L 

i4 Premium Luxury 

1 213 047 

9.0 

215 

7.9 4/2.0T 177 

340 

A/8 

3.0D Premium Luxury 

1 503 666 

7.0 

184 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 

700 

A/8 

3.0 Supercharged Portfoiio 

1 670 137 

9.1 

211 

5.9 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

5.0 Supercharged Autobiography 2 403 990 

11.1 

270 

4.9 V8/5.0S 375 

625 

A/8 


JEEP 





VERDICT 1 Tough, expensive. More tool than toy 




RENEGADE 
1.6L Longitude 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

340 990 6.0 141 11.8 4/1.6 81 152 M/5 


1.4LT Limited 


375 990 6.0 140 10.9 4/1.4T 103 230 M/6 


1.6L Multijet Limited 


389 990 4.6 120 10.2 4/1.6TD 88 320 M/6 


2.4L 4x4 Traiihawk 


435 990 9.8 230 n/a 4/2.4 137 2^2 A/9 


1 .4L T 4x4 Limited 


450 990 6.9 160 8.8 4/1.4T 125 250 A/9 


COMPASS 


VERDICT I The Koreans do compact FWD SUVs better 


COMPASS 

2.0L Limited 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-3-77-9-9X) L6_175^...^/2,0 115 190 M/5 


390 990 8.2 190 n/a 4/2.0 115 190 C/V 


2.0L Limited auto 
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PATRIOT 


VERDICT I Jeep Lite for the boys 




PATRIOT 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.4L Limited 

376 990 

8.5 196 

10.7 

4/2.4 

125 220 M/5 

2.4L Limited auto 

jaia.sQ_ 

_a.Q_ 2 Q 8 

JOlS- 

4/2A 

125_^0_A/6 


WRANGLER I 

iWir- 

1 VERDICT 1 Still a Wrangler, but now with fewer bad bits 

WRANGLER 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

Wrangler 






3.6L Sahara 

484 990 

11.0 256 

8.1 

V6/3.6 

209 347 A/5 

3.6L Rubicon 

509 990 

11.4 266 

8.1 

V6/3.6 

209 347 M/6 

Wrangler Unlimited 

3.6L Sahara 

529 990 

11.7 273 

8.9 

V6/3.6 

209 347 A/5 

3.6L Aititude 

542 990 

11.7 273 

8.9 

V6/3.6 

209 347 A/5 

3.6L Rubicon 

^549m. 

11...a_276_ 

-aj_ 

V6/3.6 

209 347 A/5 

3.6L Rubicon X 

_579 99_0 

11,9 276 

_&-9_ 

V6/3.6 

209 347 A/5 

2.8CRD Sahara 

589 990 

8.3 217 

10.7 4/2.8TD 

147 460 A/5 


CHEROKEE I 


1 VERDICT 1 Sophisticated, refined and boldly packaged 

1^ 


1 KIA 1 

1 PICANTO 1 

i 


VERDICT 1 

Blink-and-you’ll-miss-it tweak. Still a brilliant car 

\ f 


PICANTO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.0 LS 

119 995 

4.9 

117 

14.3 

3/1.0 

51 

94 

M/5 

1.0 LX 

139 995 

4.9 

117 

14.3 

3/1.0 

51 

94 

M/5 

1.0 LX auto 

152 995 

5.6 

132 

_n/^ 

3/1.0 

51 

94 

A/4 

1.2 EX 

154 995 

5.0 

119 

11.67 

4/1.2 

65 

120 

M/5 

1.2 EX auto 

167 995 

6.0 

144 

n/a 

4/1.2 

65 

120 

A/4 


IRIO 1 


VERDICT 1 

New bumpers, old engines for popular hatch 


RIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.2 

186 995 

_£.4_ 

129 

_13..1_ 

4/1.2 


120 

-M/5_ 

1.4 

210 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

M/6 

1.4 auto 

223 995 

7.0 

165 


_4/1^ 

79 

135 

_A^_ 

1.4 Tec 

223 99_5 


-1-5_1- 

-1JL5_ 

4/1.4 


135 

M/6 

1.4 Tec auto 

236 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

sedan 

1.2 


=M= 

129 


4/1.2 


120 

M/5 


SORENTO 


VERDICT I Lots of car for lots of money 


SORENTO 

2.4 LS 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

379 995 9.2 220 10.5 4/2.4 127 225 M/6 


2.2CRDi LX 

499 995 

p.7 

174 

9.3 4/2.2TD 

147 

449 

A/6 

2.2CRDi AWD EX 

599 995 


174 

9.3 4/2.2TD 

147 

440 

A/6 

2.2CRDi AWD SX 

634 995 

6.8 

177 

9.6 4/2.2TD 

147 

440 

A/6 



IGRANDSEDONA 


VERDICT I Looks grand, is grand, costs grand 


GRAND SEDONA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2CRDi EX 

499 995 

8.0 

208 

13.6 4/2.2TD 

147 

440 

A/6 

2.2CRDi SX 

625 995 

8.0 

208 

13.6 4/2.2TD 

147 

440 

A/6 

2.2CRDi SXL 

669 995 

8.0 

208 

13.6 4/2.2TD 

147 

440 

A/6 

3.3 V6 SX 

605 995 

10.9 

260 

8.6 V6/3.3 

199 

318 

A/6 

3.3 V6 SXL 

649 995 

10.9 260 

8.6 V6/3.3 

199 

318 

A/6 




LAMBORGHINI 


VERDICT I Blows the aging Gallardo into the history books 




CHEROKEE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4L Longitude 

512 990 

8.3 

193 

11.43 4/2.4 

130 

229 

A/9 

3.2L Limited 

553 990 

9.5 

221 

8.1 V6/3.2 

200 

315 

A/9 

3.2L 4x4 Limited 

603 990 

10.0 

232 

8.1 V6/3.2 

200 

315 

A/9 

3.2L 4x4 Trailhawk 

654 990 

10.0 

232 

8.4 V6/3.2 

200 

315 

A/9 


1 GRAND CHEROKEE I 


VERDICT 1 Closes the chasm to European rivals 

GRAND CHEROKEE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.6L Limited 

^249^ 

10.4 

244 

8.3 V6/3.6 

_2^ 

_3^ 

A/8 

3.6L Overland 

799 990 

1XL4 244 

8.3 V6/3.6 

210 


A/8 

3.6L Summit 

891 990 

_JXL4_244_ 

8.3 V6/3.6 

210 


A/8 

3.0CRD Limited 

829 990 

7.5 

198 

8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 

569 

A/8 

3.0CRD Overiand 

^99990_ 

7.5 

198 

8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 

_^69_ 


3.0CRD Summit 

999 990 

7.5 

198 

8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 

569 

A/8 

5.7L Overiand 

835 990 

13.0 

304 

7.3 V8/5.7 

259 

520 

A/8 

SRT 

1 099 990 

14.0 

327 

5.0 V8/6.4 

344 

624 

A/8 



JMC 

1 BOARDING 1 


VERDICT 1 Another weirdly-named cheap Chinese KB clone 

BOARDING 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2. STD 

154 880 

8.0 

208 

n/a 4/2. STD 


_23^ 

M/5 

2.8TD Lux 

164 880 

__8i)_ 


n/a 4i2..8TD 


235 

M/5 

2.8TD 4x4 Lux 

169 880 

8.0 

208 

n/a 4/2.8TD 


235 

M/5 

2. STD doubie cab Lux 

171 880 

8.7 

225 

n/a 4/2. STD 

84 

235 

M/5 

2. STD doubie cab 4x4 Lux 

184 880 

8.7 

225 

n/a 4/2. STD 

84 

235 

M/5 


1 VIGUS 



VERDICT 1 Costlier, but better than Boarding in every way 


VIGUS 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

double cab 








2.4 LX 

249 990 

10.2 

242 

n/a 4/2.4 

95 

201 

M/5 

2.4 SLX 

279 990 


_2^ 

n/a 4/2.4 

95 

_201_ 

M/5 

2.4 4x4 LX 

315 990 

10.7 

254 

n/a 4/2.4 

95 

201 

M/5 

2.4TDCi LX 

279 990 

8.0 

213 

n/a 4/2.4TD 

88 

290 

M/5 

2.4TDCi SLX 

309 990 

8.0 

213 

n/a 4/2 .4TD 

88 

290 

M/5 

2.4TDCi 4WD LX 

345 990 

8.2 

_2^ 

n/a 4/2 .4TD 


290 

M/5 

2.4TDCi 4WD SLX 

^75990 


218 

n/a 4/2 .4TD 


290 

M/5 


1 LANDWIND 1 

i 

m 


VERDICT 1 Looks good on screen, but we’re yet to drive one 

i 

* 

m 

LANDWIND 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0T Lux 

269 880 

8^ 

201 

JL1JL_4_/2..(IL_ 

140 

250 

A/6 


1.4 

210 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

M/6 

1.4 auto 

223 995 

7.0 

165 



79 

135 


1.4 Tec 

223 995 

6.4 

151 

115 

4/1.4 


135 

M/6 

1.4 Tec auto 

236 995 

7.0 

165 13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 



1 SOUL 1 

• 



VERDICT 1 Second-gen now an even funkier urban statement 


SOUL 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Start 

258 995 

7.9 

188 

11.53 


91 

152 

_M/^_ 

1.6 Start auto 

271 995 

7.5 

178 

12.5 

4/1.6 

91 

152 

A/6 

2.0 Street 

293 995 

7.5 

178 

10.4 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Smart auto 

334 995 

7.9 

187 

10.2 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

1. 6 D Street 

318 995 

5 2 

137 

10.8 4/1. STD 


260 

M/6 

1.6D Smart auto 

362 995 

6.2 

164 12.2 4/1. STD 

_24 

260 

A/6 


1 CERATO 1 

Isd 



VERDICT 1 Serious in-house competition for Elantra 




CERATO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.6 EX 

267 995 

6.5 

154 

10.1 


95 

157 

_M/^_ 

1.6 EX auto 

280 995 

6.8 

160 

Jig, 

4/1.6 

_2g_ 

JgT. 

A/6 

2.0 EX 

299 995 

6.9 

164 

8.5 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

312 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

2.0 SX 

329 995 

6.9 

164 


4/2.0 

J^ 

194 

M/6 

2.0 SX auto 

342 995 

7.2 

170 

_93 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

sedan 

1.6 EX 

267 995 

6.5 

154 

10.1 

4/1.6 

95 

157 

M/6 

1.6 EX auto 

280 995 

_6,.8_ 

160 

Jig, 

4/1.6 

,Jg_ 

JgT. 

A/6 

2.0 EX 

299 995 

6.9 

164 

8.5 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

312 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

2.0 SX 

329 995 

6.9 

164 

_gj_ 

4/2.0 

Jig. 

194 

M/6 

2.0 SXauto 

342 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

Koup 

1.6T 

357 995 

7.2 

170 

7.7 

4/1. 6T 

152 

265 

M/6 

1.6T auto 

370 995 

7.9 

187 

7.4 

4/1.6T 

152 

265 

A/6 


1 SPORTAGE 1 


EF 

k. 

VERDICT 1 Takes Sport Utility into the new age 

1^ 



SPORTAGE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Ignite 

349 995 

8.7 

207 

10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 

381 995 

8.7 

207 

Jgi 

4/2.0 

JJg. 

192 

M/6 

2.0 auto 

394 995 

8.9 

213 

11.5 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

2.0CRDi 

411 995 

6.7 


9.4 4/2.0TD 

130 

382 

M/6 

2.0CRDi auto 

424 995 

7.3 

192 

9.6 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi Tec auto 

443 995 

7.3 

192 

9.6 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0 AWD 

416 995 

8.7 

_20^ 

J13, 

4/2.0 

Jig. 

J92. 

M/6 

2.0 AWD auto 

429 995 

8.9 

213 

11.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD 

_A46_99_5_ 

_6,7_ 

-175.. 

_a.84/ZQTD 

-13_0_ 

-3_82_ 

-M/6— 

2.0CRDi AWD auto 

459 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD Tec auto 

478 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD Explore auto 

499 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 


HURACAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

LP610-4 

472&m. 

_12..5_29_0- 

3.2 V10/5.2 

449 

560 

-D77_ 


1 AVENTADOR 




AVENTADOR | Less scare 

1, more dramatic flair 


u. 



AVENTADOR 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

LP700-4 coupe 

7 195 000 

16.0 

370 

2.9 V12/6.5 

515 

690 

S/7 

LP700-4 Roadster 

7 545 000 

16.0 

370 

3.0 V12/6.5 

515 

690 

S/7 



LAND ROVER 1 

1 DEFENDER I 

& 



VERDICT 1 Best 4x4xfar, or the worst. It depends who you ask 

t 

¥ 


DEFENDER 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

90 TD station wagon S 

543 800 

10.0 

266 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

90 TD station wagon Heritage 

605 500 

10.0 

266 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

90 TD station wagon Adventure 658 300 

10.0 

266 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD pick-up E 

507 200 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD high-capacity pick-up E 523 400 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD hardtop E 

527 600 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD station wagon S 

583 200 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD station wagon Heritage 

1 667 300 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD station wagon Adventure 704 700 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD double cab S 

602 400 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

130 TD crew cab E 

611 300 

11.1 

295 

17.0 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 


1 DISCOVERY SPORT 


s 


VERDICT 1 Brilliant, new-era baby Disco rewrites the rules 

P 

m 

il 

DISCOVERY SPORT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

STD4 

545 901 

6.0 

159 

10.3 4/2.2TD 

110 

400 

A/9 

SSD4 

595 020 

6.3 

166 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SSi4 

598 200 

_6..3- 

JgT. 

8,2 472,.0T 

-J7_7L 

340 

A/9 

SESD4 

640 320 

6.3 

166 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SESi4 

643 500 

8.3 

197 

8.2 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

HSESD4 

697 020 

6.3 

166 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

HSESi4 

700 200 

8.3 

197 

8.2 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

HSE Luxury SD4 

736 120 

6.3 

166 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

HSE Luxury Si4 

739 300 

8.3 

197 

8.2 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 


1 RAKinP Rn\/PR P\#ri 

ini IP 


““ 


1 

1 nAINUC nliVCri CVIJ 







VERDICT 1 Notjust fancy fashion, but capable and fun too 


RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

SESD4 

680 922 

6.3 

167 

8.5 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SESi4 

710 090 

8.3 

193 

7.6 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

HSE Dynamic SD4 

815 622 

6.3 

167 

8.5 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

HSE Dynamic Si4 

844 790 

8.3 

193 

7.6 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

Autobiography SD4 

865 622 

6.3 

167 

8.5 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Autobiography Si4 

894 790 

8.3 

193 

7.6 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

ALL the Latest Audi Offers convenientLy in one pLace: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 

























114 THE GCX)D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


coupe 


HSE Dynamic SD4 

815 212 6.2 163 8.5 4/2.2TD 140 420 A/9 

HSE Dynamic Si4 

844 790 8.3 193 7.6 4/2.0T 177 340 A/9 



DISCOVERY 


VERDICT I All the tools you need to go discover 


DISCOVERY PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

TDV6 XS ^31_386__8;8_^30_ja4V6/3j0TDJ55_520_^/8__ 


SDV6S 

874 886 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 188 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 SE 

928 529 

12.2 

285 

8.1 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 SE 

929 286 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 188 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HSE 

1 024 429 

12.2 

285 

8.1 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1 025 286 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 188 

600 

A/8 



RANGE ROVER SPORT I 

V 


VERDICT 1 Sharper, lighter faster. Sport means business 


RANGE ROVER SPORT PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

SCV6S 983 074 11.3 264 7.2 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 


TDV6S 

J_DJ)7 6_31 

7.9 

299 

7.2 V67Ji.(3JD 1_8_3 

6O9 

A/8 

SCV6 SE 

1 080 774 

11.3 

264 

7.2 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 SE 

1 167 031 

7.9 

209 

7.2 V6/3.0TD 215 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HSE 

1 279 774 

113264 

7.2 V6/3.0S 250 450 

_A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1 394 531 

7.9 

209 

7.2 V6/3.0TD 215 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HST 

1 393 074 

11.3 

264 

7.1 V6/3.0S 280 

450 

A/8 

Supercharged HSE Dynamic 

1 521 023 

13.8 

321 

5.37 V8/5.0S 375 

625 

A/8 

SDV8 HSE Dynamic 

1 531 383 

8.7 

229 

6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography Dynamic 1 664 323 

13.8 

321 

5.3 V8/5.0S 375 

625 

A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography Dynamic 1 675 283 

8.7 

229 

6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

SVR 

1-a23J25_ 

_13^8_322_ 

4.7 V8/5.0S 405 680 

A/8 



1 RANGE ROVER 


VERDICT 1 The default luxury SUV massively improved 



RANGE ROVER PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

Range Rover 


TDV6 Vogue 1 572 578 8.6 227 7.9 V6/3.0TD 190 600 A/8 

SDV8 Vogue SE 1 879 483 8.7 229 6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

Supercharged Vogue SE 1 936 525 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography 2 113 483 8.7 229 6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography 2 170 325 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

Range Rover L 

L SDV8 Autobiography 2 202 283 8.7 229 7.0 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

L Supercharged Autobiography 2 259 125 13.8 322 5.8 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

L SDV8 SVAutobiography 3 038 483 8.7 229 7.0 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

L Supercharged SVAutobiography 3 181 225 13.8 322 5.7 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


LEXUS 



1 


VERDICT 1 Posh Prius is a decent sports hatch...for a hybrid 

1 

ijii^pi^ 


CT PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

200hE 443 500 4.1 95 10.3 4/1.8e 100e142+e C/V 


iK 1 


VERDICT 1 New-age Camry with all the trimmings 


ES PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

250 EX 464 200 8.0 188 9.8 4/2.5 

KW NM GEAR 

135 235 A/6 

300h EX 549 100 5.5 130 8.5 4/2.5e 151e213+e C/V 


L!s ^ 1 


VERDICT 1 Sportier, edgier and closer to the benchmark 


IS PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

350 E 527 900 9.7 225 5.9 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 

350 EX 580 700 9.7 225 5.9 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 

350F-Sport 627 300 9.7 225 6.65 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 


1 NX 


VERDICT 1 Lexus gets all its angles right 


NX PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

200tE 550 700 7.9 184 7.1 4/2.0T 

200tEX 591 500 7.9 184 7.1 4/2.0T 

200tF-Sport 673 100 7.9 184 7.61 4/2.0T 

300hEX 645 700 6.0 140 9.2 4/2.5e 

KW NM GEAR 

175 350 A/6 

J75_350_A/^_ 

175 350 A/6 

145e210+e C/V 


Fgs 

1 


1 

VERDICT 1 

New breed of sportier Lexus retains old qualities 


GS 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

350 EX 

693 200 

10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 

233 378 A/8 

350 F-Sport 

761 200 

10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 

233 378 A/8 

450h SE 

^1-9-0-Q- 

6.3 147 5.9 V6/3.5e 254e3_52+e_CA/_ 



Frc 


VERDICT I Sharp and sleek. Sportiest Lexus since the LFA 


RC PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

350 F-Sport 730 900 9.4 217 6.3 V6/3.5 233 378 A/8 

i'rx m 


VERDICT I Lost in a talented pool of rivals. Replaced soon 


RX PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

350 EX 748 800 10.6 250 8.0 V6/3.5 204 346 A/6 

450h SE 951 300 6.3 148 7.8 V6/3.5e 220e317+e C/V 


VERDICT I Queen Mary II, eat your heart out 


LX PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

570 SE 1 364 400 14.8 350 7.5 V8/5.7 270 530 A/6 

i'ls T’jZ 


VERDICT I Credible alternative to the Germans 


LS PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

.460 1 453 400 10.7 249 5.7 V8/4.6 285 493 A/8 


MAHINDRA 


I BOLERO 


VERDICT I For those who have a passion for Indian motoring 


BOLERO PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2.5Di Maxitruck Plus 132 995 7.0 n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 46 195 M/5 

2.5TD Loader 149 995 9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 238 M/5 

.MID -L62J.a5 a,5-251_jQ/a-4^IP_74_^^^ 

2.5TD 4x4 194 995 9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 238 M/5 


2.5TD double cab 185 995 9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 235 M/5 


2.5TD double cab 4x4 

214 995 

9.5 

251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 

235 M/5 


1 GENIO 



1 . 


VERDICT 1 It’s a Xylo bakkie. What more can we say? 


GENIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM GEAR 

2.2CRDe 

i54_m5 

7.9 

210 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 M/5 

2.2CRDe Plus 

209 995 

7.9 

210 n/a 4/2.2TD 88 

290 M/5 

2.2CRDe double cab 

219 995 

7,9 

210 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 M/5 


1 QUANTO 1 

VERDICT 1 Tell me quanto, quanto, quantoooooo... 


QUANTO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM GEAR 

2.2CRDe 

221 995 

—LS_ 

200 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 m/5 


IXYLO 



1 M 

A 

VERDICT 1 Mahindra resurrects the Toyota Condor B. 


XYLO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM GEAR 

2.2CRDe E2 

229 995 

7.6 

200 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 M/5 

2.2CRDe E8 

254 995 

7.6 

200 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 M/5 


1 SCORPIO 



1 . 



VERDICT 1 Priced to please, styled not to 



SCORPIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM GEAR 

Pik-Up 





2.5TCI Loader 

169 995 

9.9 

260 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 

258 M/5 

2.5TCI 

190 995 

9.9 

260 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 

258 M/5 

2.5TCI 4x4 

234 995 

9.9 

260 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 

258 M/5 

2.2CRDe 

199 995 

8.8 

233 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 M/5 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

232 995 

8.8 

233 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

253 995 

_a..8_ 

23_3 n/a 4/2, 2TD 8J 

29Q_M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

286 995 

8.8 

233 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 

290 M/5 

Pik-Up double cab 

2.5TCI 

233 995 

9.9 

260 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 

258 M/5 

2.5TCI 4x4 

261 995 

9.9 

260 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 

258 M/5 


2.2CRDe 

254 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

287 995 


2?? 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

^59 

299 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

281 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

311 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

SUV 

2.2CRDeVLX 

249 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe VLX Adventure 

275 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX 

289 995 

8.§ 

23^? 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

8? 

299 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX Adventure 

^155a5_ 

-8.^ 

-222L 

n/a 4/2.2TD 


290 

-M/5_ 




XUV500 1 


VERDICT I The first truly worthwhile Mahindra 


XUV500 PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2.2CRDe W4 259 995 7.1 180 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 330 M/6 

2.2CRDe W6 299 995 7.1 180 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 330 M/6 

2.2CRDe W8 329 995 7.1 180 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 330 M/6 

2.2CRDe W8 AWD 349 995 7.1 180 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 330 M/6 


MASERATI 

irmnm 

VERDICT I Excellent 5 Series rival from Italy 


GHIBLI PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

Ghibli _1J22^000^^j6^^23^^J^^6/3;0LJ43^J00^^/8_ 

-M 1 370 000 5.9 158 6.3 V6/3.0TD 202 600 A/8 

-S 1 622 000 10.4 242 5.0 V6/3.0T 301 550 A/8 

iBtrrROPORTE I 


VERDICT I As good as any of its German adversaries 


QUATTROPORTE PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

Diesel 1 820 000 6.2 163 6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 600 A/8 

_S 2 077 000 7.1 179 5.1 V6/3.0T 301 550 A/8 

GTS 2 477 000 11.8 274 4.7 V8/3.8T 390 710 A/8 



GRANTURISMO/GRANCABRIO PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 
GranTurismo 


Sport 2 258 195 14.3 331 4.8 V8/4.7 338 520 A/6 

Sport Cambiocorsa 2 356 000 15.5 360 4.7 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 

MC Stradale 2 756 000 14.4 337 4.5 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 

GranCabrio 

Sport 2 611 000 14.5 337 5.0 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 

MC 2 956 000 14.5 337 4.9 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 


MAXUS _ 1 

1 V80 1 


VERDICT 1 A Chinese Viano 


V80 PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2.5TD Comfort 339 900 7.4 230 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 330 M/5 


2.5TD Deluxe 410 000 7.4 230 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 330 M/5 


1 MAZDA 1 

1 MAZDA2 




1^ 

1 VERDICT 1 So good it plays in the premier league 


MAZDA2 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.5 Active 

188 000 

5.5 130 8.7 

4/1.5 

82 145 M/6 

1.5 Dynamic 

199 900 

5.5 130 8.7 

4/1.5 

82 145 M/6 


1.5 Dynamic auto 211 300 5.7 134 n/a 4/1.5 82 145 A/6 

1.5 Individual 211 400 5.5 130 8.7 4/1.5 82 145 M/6 


1.5 Individual auto 222 800 5.7 134 10.2 4/1.5 82 145 A/6 

1.5DE Hazumi 259 900 4.4 115 10.1 4/1.5TD 77 220 A/6 


MAZDA3 


VERDICT I Dynamics, cabin quality and verve make it a winner 


MAZDA3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 








1.6 Original 

232 900 

6.2 

147 n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1 .6 Active 

242 900 

6.2 

147 n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 


























THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 115 


1.6 Dynamic 

253 100 

6.2 

147 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic auto 

263 600 

6.9 

164 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

A/4 

2.0 Individual 

293 600 

6.2 

146 

8.8 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

M/6 

2.0 Individual auto 

304 100 

5.9 


nia 

4/2.0 

J21_ 

_^10_ 

_^/6_ 

2.0 Astina 

330 800 

5.9 

140 

10.3 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

sedan 

1.6 Oriqinal 

232 900 

6.0 

142 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1 .6 Active 


_6JI_ 


n/a 

4/1.6 


144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic 

253 100 

6.0 

142 

13.21 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic auto 

263 600 

6.7 

159 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

A/4 

2.0 Individual 


_6..1_ 


-aj- 

4/2.0 

-121_ 

210 

M/6 

2.0 Individual auto 

304 100 

5.8 

139 

10.4 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

2.0 Astina 

330 800 

5.8 

139 

10.4 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 


I BT-50 

1 ****—- 



VERDICT I Massively improved in every area bar the looks 

V 

BT-50 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2 SLX 

292 200 

7.6 

199 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

Freestyle Cab 

2.2 SLX 

31.3_10_0_ 

—7.7- 

202 

^^]2.2JD. 

Jlfi, 

375 

M/6 

3.2 SLE 

350 400 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 SLE auto 

362 400 


239 

jnl^ 

5/3.2TD 


_4^ 


3.2 4x4 SLE 

402 400 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

double cab 

2.2 SLE 

370 400 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2 SLE 

402 400 

9.3 

_2^ 

n/a 5/3.2TD 


_4^ 

_M/^ 

3.2 SLE auto 

412 4_QQ_ 

9.1 

239 

D/a 5/3, 2JD 

J[47_ 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

454 400 

-9^8- 

258 

n/a 5/3.2TD 


470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE auto 

466 400 

9.7 

255 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 


I MAZDA5 



? 





VERDICT I Manic grin, creased doors hide excellent family car 

m 

MAZDA5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Oriqinal 

268 900 

8.2 

194 

10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

2.0 Active auto 

283 500 

8.3 

198 

13.1 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

A/5 

2.0 Individual 

294 200 

8.2 

198 

10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

2.0 Individual auto 

308 500 

8.3 

198 

13.1 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

A/5 




VERDICT I As good as any in the class. Shortlist 


CX-5 

2.0 Active 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

^-l-a-5-QQ SJLJ49_a.3_472.iL_121_21Q_M/^ 


2.0 Active auto 


329 300 6.4 14S_a.5_^2.(L_12jL_21.Q_A/_6_ 


329 600 6.4 149 9.3 4/2.0 121 210 M/6 


5.7 151 10.0 4/2.2TD 110 380 A/6 


408 700 6.9 160 n/a 4/2.5 141 256 A/6 


2.2DE AWD Akera 


465 400 5.9 155 9.77 4/2.2TD 129 420 A/6 


MAZDA6 


VERDICT I Refined, quiet and stylish new flagship 


MAZDA6 

2.0 Active 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

342 000 6.1 142 n/a 4/2.0 114 200 M/6 


2.0 Active auto 


^58.000__6j0_J38_n/a_^/2j0_J14_200_^^ 


2.5 Dynamic 
2.5 Individual 


373 000 6.6 153 9.1 4/2.5 138 250 A/6 

399 500 6.6 153 9.1 4/2.5 138 250 A/6 


404 000 5.3 139 8.4 4/2.2TD 129 420 A/6 


2.2DE Atenza 


430 500 5.3 139 8.4 4/2.2TD 129 420 A/6 


McLaren 



VERDICT I Who buys an entry-level Macca? 


540C 

540C 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.1 258 3.5 V8/3.8T 397 540 D/7 


570S 


VERDICT I McLaren plays the numbers game. Scores 


570S 

570S 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.1 258 3.2 V8/3.8T 419 600 D/7 


650S 


VERDICT I A prettier, punchier, more engaging 12C 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


675LT 


VERDICT I More power, better aero for new range-topper 


675LT 

675LT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.7 275 2.9 V8/3.8T 496 700 D/7 


MERCEDES-BENZ / MERCEDES-AMG 


VERDICT I Reinvented hatch appeals, but spec adaptive ride 


A-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

A200 

390 226 

5.7 

134 

8.1 4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

A200 auto 

407 406 

_3.4_ 

126 

7.8 4/1 .6T 

J1^ 

250 

D/7 

A200CDI 

419 200 

4.5 

116 

9.3 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

A200CDI auto 

437 200 

4.1 

108 

8.8 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

D/7 

A220d 

460100 

4.2 

109 

7.5 4/2.1TD 

130 

350 

D/7 

A250 Sport 

493 860 

6.2 

143 

6.3 4/2.0T 

160 

350 

D/7 

A250 Sport Motorsport Edition 

527 860 

6.2 

143 

6.3 4/2.0T 

160 

350 

D/7 

A45 4Matlc 

688 217 

7.3 

171 

4.2 4/2.0T 

280 

475 

D/7 


1 B-CLASS 




VERDICT 1 Same-again tallboy hatch gets tech, quality boost 

k. 



B-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

B200 

399 436 

5.8 


8.6 4/1 .6T 

J1^ 

250 

M/6 

B200 auto 

416 923 

5.5 

129 

8.4 4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

D/7 

B200CDI 

414 300 

4.5 

117 

9.9 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

B200CDI auto 

432 300 

4.2 

J11_ 

9.8 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

D/7 

B220CDI 

459 200 

4.3 

111 

8.3 4/2.1TD 

125 

350 

D/7 

B250 AMG 

479 170 


147 


155 

350 

Di7 


iCLA 






1 

1 VERDICT 1 

Sexier, pricier A-Class with a boot 



CLA 


PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

CLA200 


408 429 

5.7 

131 

8.6 4/1. 6T 

115 250 M/6 

CLA200 auto 


426 326 

5.5 

130 

8.5 4/1. 6T 

115 250 D/7 

CLA220 GDI 


465 600 

4.5 


8.2 4/2.1TD 

125 350 D/7 

CLA250 Sport 4Matlc 

565 588 

6.6 

154 

6.6 4/2.0T 

155 350 D/7 


CLA45 AMG 4Matic 


4/2.0T 265 450 D/7 


Igla 

1 ^1^'- 

1 VERDICT 1 High-riding A-Class for the mink and manure set 



GLA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

GLA200 

440 849 

5.9 

139 

8.9 

4/1. 6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

GLA200 auto 

4,53747 

_5..3_ 

138 

_33_ 


J1^ 

250 

D/7 

GLA200CDI 

465 000 

4.5 

119 

10.0 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

GLA200CDI auto 

483 000 

4.5 

119 

9.9 

4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

D/7 

GLA220CDI 4Matic 

538 631 

5.1 

132 8.76 4/2.1TD 


350 

D/7 

GLA250 4Matlc 

614 288 

6.6 

154 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

D/7 

GLA45 AMG 4Matlc 

790 843 

7.5 

175 

_A8 

4/2.0T 

265 450 

D/7 


1 C-CLASS SEDAN / ESTATE 










1 



C-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









Cl 80 

437 418 

5.5 

127 

8.2 

4/1. 6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

Cl 80 auto 

456 739 

5.8 

135 


4/1 .6T 


250 

A/7 

C200 

459 731 

5.7 

132 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

M/6 

C200 auto 

478 129 

5.6 

131 

7.85 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

A/7 

C220d 

482 000 

-^-2_ 

109 

-a,i_ 

4/2.1TD 

J2^ 

400 

M/6 

C220d auto 

500 500 

4.5 

117 

7.8 

4/2.1TD 

125 

400 

A/7 

C250 

529 749 

5.9 

139 

6.6 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

C250d 

. 55.3 10.0 

_4^5__ 

-117. 

_364/2..1TD 

-15.0_ 

-5_0_0_ 

A/7 

C300 

566 196 

6.3 

146 

5.9 

4/2.0T 

180 

370 

A/9 

Mercedes-AMG C63 

1 052 287 

8.2 

192 

4.1 

V8/4.0T 

350 

650 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 Edition 1 

_1_2_6A28_7L 

_3..2_ 

_19.2.. 

4J_ 

_^3T 

_35D_65(L 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S 

1 217 595 

8.4 

195 

4.46 V8/4.0T 

375 

700 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S Edition 1 

1 392 595 

8.4 

195 

4.0 

V8/4.0T 

375 

700 

S/7 


C180 

471 231 

5.6 

132 

8.4 4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

Cl 80 auto 

490 039 

5.8 

135 

8.7 4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

A/7 

C200 

493 339 

5.8 

135 

7.7 4/2. OT 

135 

300 

M/6 

C200 auto 

512 352 

6.0 

J40_ 

7.5 4/2.0T 

135 

300 

A/7 

C250d 

_5864QQ_ 

_A8_ 

124 

_6.24/2JTD 

150 

500 

A/7 


1 C-CLASS COUPE 

■ ■ 

VERDICT 1 Overshadowed by new sedan but still a class act 


C-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

C180 

482 875 

6.4 

149 

8.5 4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

C180 auto 

501 170 

6.3 

147 

8.5 4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

A/7 

C250 

590 112 

_7..Q_ 

163 

7,2 4/1 ,8T 

150 

310 

A/7 

C250CDI 

591 049 

5.3 

139 

7.1 4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/7 

C350 

702 514 

7.0 

164 

6.0 V6/3.5 

_J2^ 


A/7 

C63AMG 

1 1_0_1 J1_6. 

12.0 280 

.4.4. vm2_ 

-3-35_ 

-6_0.0_. 

-S/7_ _ 

C63 AMG Edition 507 

1 223 316 

12.0 

280 

4.2 V8/6.2 

373 

610 

S/7 

C63 AMG Legacy Edition 

1 556 816 

12.0 

280 

4.2 V8/6.2 

373 

610 

S/7 


Cglc 








VERDICT 1 Mid-size meanderwagen is Merc’s best crossover 

im 


» 

GLC 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

GLC220d 

602 260 

5.5 

143 

8.3 4/2.1TD 

125 

400 

A/9 

GLC250d 

622 260 

5.5 

143 

7.6 4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/9 

GLC250 

609 620 

7.1 

166 

7.3 4/2.0T 


350 

A/9 

GLC300 

660 748 

7.6 

177 

n/a 4/2.0T 

175 

370 

A/9 


1 VITO 







VERDICT 1 Blue-collar V-Class is the business 


VITO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

111CDI Tourer Pro 

516 272 

6.3 

163 

n/a 4/1 .6TD 

84 

270 

M/6 

114CDI Tourer Pro 

540 315 

6.4 

164 

n/a 4/2.1TD 

100 

330 

M/6 

116CDI Tourer Pro 

572 348 

-^-8_ 


n/a 4/2.1TD 

120 

380 

M/6 

116CDI Tourer Select 

676 088 

5.8 


n/a 4/2.1TD 

120 

380 

M/6 

119CDI Tourer Select 

744 386 

5.8 

153 

n/a 4/2.1TD 

140 

440 

A/7 


1 V-CLASS 



VERDICT 1 Now moving people more stylishly than ever 

1 


P 

V-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

V200CDI 

695 981 

6.5 

171 

14.7 4/2.1TD 

100 

330 

M/6 

V200CDI auto 

719 981 

6.1 

159 

13.6 4/2.1TD 

100 

330 

A/7 

V220CDI 

726 875 

6.1 

159 

12.5 4/2.1TD 

120 

380 

M/6 

V220CDI auto 

750 875 

5.9 

154 

11.5 4/2.1TD 

120 

380 

A/7 

V250 BlueTec 

782 416 

6.0 

158 

9.1 4/2.1TD 

140 440 

A/7 

V220CDI Avantqarde 

949 175 

5.9 

154 

11.5 4/2.1TD 

120 

380 

A/7 

V250 BlueTec Avantgarde 

984 196 

6.0 

158 

9.1 4/2.1TD 

140 

440 

A/7 


SLK 


VERDICT 1 SLK values, now with added visual muscle 



■i 

SLK 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

SLK200 

648 778 

6.5 

150 

7.0 4/2. OT 

135 

300 

M/6 

SLK200 auto 

667 688 

6.6 

154 

6.9 4/2.0T 

135 

300 

A/9 

SLK300 

722 462 

— 

144 

5.8 4/2.0T 

180 

370 

A/9 

SLK350 

856 022 

7.2 

167 

5.6 V6/3.5 

225 

370 

A/7 

SLK55 AMG 

1 113 595 

8.4 

195 

4.6 V8/5.5 

310 

540 

A/7 


1 C-PI AQQ QCnAM/CQTATC 


““ 











VERDICT 1 Dramatic overhaul raises bar, restores appeal 


E-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 








E200 

635 778 

5.8 

150 

7.9 4/2. OT 

135 

300 

A/7 

E250 

673 278 

5.8 

150 

7.4 4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

E250CDI 

681 642 

5.2 

136 

7.5 4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/7 

E300 BlueTec Hybrid 

835 000 

4.2 

119 

7.5 4/2.1TDe 170e 590e 

A/7 

E350 BlueTec 

841 096 

6.0 


6.6 V6/3.0TD 185 

620 

A/7 

E400 

867 469 

7.9 

185 

5.3 V6/3.0T 

245 

480 

A/7 

E500 

1 095 031 

8.9 

209 

4.9 V8/4.7T 

300 

600 

A/7 

E63 AMG 

1 502 986 

9.8 

230 

4.2 V8/5.5T 

410 

720 

-^7_ 

E63 AMG S 

1 644 591 

9.9 

232 

4.1 V8/5.5T 430 

800 

-^7_ 

estate 

E250 

732 494 

6.3 

156 

7.8 4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

ALL the latest Audi Offers conveniently in one place: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung dutch Technik 





















116 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


E-CLASS COUPE/CABRIOLET 


VERDICT I Mixes sexier suits, prestige, power and efficiency 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 



S400 Hybrid L 


6.8 159 6.8 V6/3.5e 245e 370+e A/7 


1 371 054 7.7 179 5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 


1 760 442 9.1 213 4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/7 


2 271 574 11.3 264 4.6 V12/6.0T 390 830 A/7 


coupe 

E250 

663 557 

6 1 

142 

7.1 4/2. OT 

155 350 

A/7 

S63AMGL 

2 398 604 


237 4.4 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

E250CDI 

684 123 

4.9 

129 

7.3 4/2.1TD 

150 500 

Ml 

S65 AMG L 

2 972 813 

11.9 

279 4.3 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 A/7 

E400 

885 348 

7.6 


5.2 V6/3.0T 

245 480 







E500 

1 074 431 



4.8 V8/4.7T 

300 600 


1 MERCEDES-AMG GT 



cabriolet 







1 VERDICT 1 Noise, emotion, beauty -the GT has it all 

E250 

749 278 

6.5 

150 

7.5 4/2.0T 

155 350 


AMG GT 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

E400 

p80 869 


_1^ 

5.3 V6/3.0T 

,24^_J^ 


GT 

1 651 850 


216 4.0 V8/4.0T 340 600 S/7 








GTS 

1 991 670 


224 3.8 V8/4.0T 375 650 S/7 

E500 

1 144 142 

9.1 

213 

4.9 V8/4.7T 

300 600 

AIT 












GT S Edition 1 

2 202 670 

9.6 

224 3.8 V8/4.0T 375 650 S/7 


CLS 


VERDICT I Drives better, looks worse 


CLS 

CLS250CDI 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7 447 5.3 138 7.5 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/9 


- 8 - 0 ^ 


S-CLASS coupe 


VERDICT I Hyper-tech grand tourer leans towards greatness 


S-CLASS COUPE 


CLS350 BlueTec 

948 857 

5.4 142 

6.5 V6/3.0TD 190 370 

A/9 

S500 

1 921 618 

8.8 204 

4.6 V8/4.7T 335 700 

A/9 

CLS400 

947 353 

7.3 170 

5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 

A/7 

S63AMG 

2 511104 

10.1 237 

4.2 V8/5.5T 430 900 

S/7 

CLS500 

1 195 305 

8.5 199 

4.8 V8/4.7T 300 600 

A/9 

S65AMG 

3 087 013 

11.9 279 

4.1 V12/6.0T 463 1000 

S/7 

CLS63AMGS 

1 707 389 

10.4 243 

3.6 V8/5.5T 430 800 

S/7 







IGLE 


MERCEDES-MAYBACH 



S-CLASS 1 



VERDICT 1 The ML is no longer. Welcome the new GLE 

GLE PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR | 

VERDICT 1 S-Class for short bankers and LWB supermodels 



866 694 5.9 156 8.6 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/9 


-970(15.3 6.6_JL7^_7J_vmOTD_19a_62Q_A/9_ 


968 747 9.2 215 6.1 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 


S-CLASS 

Mercedes-Maybach S500 

Mercedes-Maybach S600 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2 058 926 8.9 207 5.0 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/9 

2 565 800 11.7 274 5.0 V12/6.0T 390 830 A/7 


1 181 287 11.5 269 5.3 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


Mercedes-AMG GLE63 

_1_726._0_0_6_ 

115 276 4.3 Vm5T 4Ji) 7D.Q_Ai7 

IMG 








in 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S 

1 855 006 

11.8 276 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 760 A/7 

|\/IG3 1 

GLE COUPE 


1 

1 VERDICT 1 MG plays Polo in custom clothing 




1 • 


c# 

1 VERDICT 1 Sportier, sleeker ML Nobody mention X6 

MG3 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

GLE COUPE 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1.5 

159 900 

5.9 

138 

11.5 

4/1.5 


135 

_M/^ 

GLE350d 

1 006 774 

7.2 187 7.0 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/9 

1.5 Wired 

185 900 

5.9 

138 

11.5 

4/1.5 

78 

135 

M/5 

GLE450 AMG 


^A_^id..^:Ly3am_2m.320__Aj9_._ 

1.5 Style 

199 900 

5.9 

138 

11.43 

4/1.5 

78 

135 

M/5 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S 


_119_2.7_8_4.2_A/8/5.5T 430 760 A/7 

1.5 Style R 

210 000 

5.9 

138 

n/a 

4/1.5 

88 

135 

M/5 


GL 


VERDICT I Classy, go-anywhere 7-seater waftmobile 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 163 031 8.0 209 7.9 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 


1 324 387 11.5 


5.4 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


1 991 537 12.3 288 5.48 V8/5.5T 410 760 A/7 


1 MG6 

WBMSBKSSBKMSBMM 

1 VERDICT 1 

Made in China, compiled in England 1 

MG6 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

saloon 


1.8T Comfort 

249 900 7.9 184 8.4 4/1 .8T 


KW NM GEAR 


118 215 M/5 


G-CLASS SS 


VERDICT I For those who appreciate a high differential count 


I.8T R Comfort 


270 900 7.9 184 8.4 4/1.8T 118 215 M/5 


G-CLASS 

G300CDI Professional 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 053 986 11.7 307 12.3V6/3.0TD 135 400 A/5 


1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

1.8T Luxury 

1.8T Deluxe 


299 900 

259 900 

_28aMQ_ 


7.9 184 n/a 4/1 .8T 

7.9 184 8.4 4/1 .8T 
7.9 184 8.4 4/1 .8T 


165 315 IVI/5 

118 215 M/5 
118 215 M/5 


1.8T R Deluxe 


309 900 7.9 184 8.4 4/1.8T 118 215 M/5 


G350d 


1 435 955 

—9.^ 


8.8 V6/3.0TD 180 600 A/7 

G500 


1 564 393 

14.9 

348 

6.1 V8/5.5 

285 530 A/7 

Mercedes-AMG G63 

2 176 725 

13.8 

322 

5.4 V8/5.5T 

420 760 A/7 


ISL 







1 VERDICT 

1 Nothing says Tve arrived’ like an SL 



SL 


PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

SL400 


1 267 253 



5.2 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 

SL500 


1 611.944 

_9..2_ 


4.6 V8/4.7T 

320 700 A/7 

SL63AMG 



9.9 

231 

4.2 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

SL65AMG 


2 790 990 

11.6 

270 

4.0 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 A/7 


1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 

fastback 


330 900 7.9 184 n/a 4/1.8T 165 315 l\/l/5 


249 900 7.9 184 8.4 4/1.8T 118 215 M/5 


1.8T R Comfort 


270 900 7.9 184 8.4 4/1.8T 118 215 l\/l/5 


1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

1.8T Luxury 

1.8T Deluxe 


299 900 

259 900 

-2-8-a^ 


7.9 184 n/a 4/1. 8T 

7.9 184 8.4 4/1. 8T 
■ 7.9_13_4_8..4_^/iaj_ 


165 315 M/5 

118 215 M/5 
_11_8_21^M/3_ 


1.8TR Deluxe 


309 900 7.9 184 8.4 4/1.8T 118 215 M/5 


1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 330 900 7.9 184 n/a 4/1.8T 165 315 M/5 


S-CLASS 


VERDICT I Tech masterpiece. So clever it could drive itself 


HATCH 


S-CLASS 

S-Class 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


S350 BlueTec 


1 324 391 5.9 155 6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 


S400 Hybrid 


1 338 901 6.8 159 6.8 V6/3.5e 245e 370+e A/7 


S500 

1 721 742 

9.1 

213 

4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 

A/7 

S63AMG 

2361 204 

inj_ 

_237 

4.4 V8/5.5T 430 900 

-S7_7_ 

S-Class L 


1 361 399 6.0 158 6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 


HATCH 


L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









One 


4.6 

108 

9.9 

3/1. 2T 


180 

M/6 

Cooper 

303 500 

4.7 

110 

7.9 

3/1 .5T 

100 

230 

M/6 

Cooper auto 

320 400 

4.9 

115 

7.8 

3/1 .5T 

100 

230 

A/6 

Cooper S 

371 847 

5.9 

138 

6.94 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

387 618 

5.5 

127 

6.7 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

A/6 


John Cooper Works 

421 694 

6.7 

156 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

170 

320 

M/6 

John Cooper Works auto 

441 436 

5.8 

134 

6.1 

4/2.0T 

170 

320 

A/6 

5-door 

One 

269 800 

4.8 

112 

10.1 

3/1. 2T 

75 

180 

M/6 

Cooper 

312 500 

4.9 

114 

8.2 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

M/6 

Cooper auto 

329 400 

5.0 

116 

8.1 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

A/6 

Cooper S 

383 052 

6.0 

140 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

398 823 

5.5 

129 

6.8 

4/2. OT 

141 

300 

A/6 




CLUBMAN 

Cooper 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

343 000 5.1 118 9.1 3/1.5T 100 230 M/6 


359 900 5.1 118 


1 3/1. 5T 100 230 A/6 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


Cooper S 

Cooper S auto 


417 462 
434 436 


5.8 134 7.1 


4/2.0T 141 300 M/6 
4/2.0T 141 300 A/6 


COUNTRYMAN 


VERDICT IBMWX0.5 


COUNTRYMAN 

Cooper 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

343 283 6.5 152 10.5 4/1.6 90 160 M/6 


Cooper auto 


362 748 7.6 177 11.6 4/1.6 


Cooper S 

Cooper S auto 


404 488 6.6 154 7.6 4/1.6T 135 260 M/6 

423 543 7.5 175 7.9 4/1.6T 135 260 A/6 


John Cooper Works ALL4 501 272 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 51 8 890 


8.0 186 7.0 4/1.6T 160 280 M/6 

8.3 193 7.0 4/1 .6T 160 280 A/6 


PACEMAN 


VERDICT I Better-looking, less practical Countryman 


PACEMAN 

Cooper S 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0 

404 488 6.6 154 


100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

4/1 .6T 135 260 M/6 


Cooper S auto 

John Cooper Works ALL4 


423 543 7.5 175 

501 272 8.0 186 6 


John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 518 890 8.3 193 6 


8 4/1 .6T 135 260 A/6 

9 4/1 .6T 160 280 M/6 


9 4/1. 6T 160 280 A/6 


MITSUBISHI 


VERDICT I No fighter jet, but fun, frugal and great value 




MIRAGE 

1.2 GL 


PRICE 

134 900 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


144 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


154 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


lASX 

J 

1 VERDICT 1 Faces an uphill battle against Korean twins 

■ 


ASX 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 GL 

299 900 

7.5 

175 

9.6 

4/2.0 

110 

197 

M/5 

2.0 GLX 

334 900 

7.5 

175 

9.6 

4/2.0 

110 

197 

M/5 

2.0 GLS 

347 900 

7.^ 

175 

9.6 

4/2.9 

119 

197 

M/5 

2.0 GLS auto 

359 900 

7.4 

173 

11.5 

4/2.0 

110 

197 

C/V 


LANCER 


VERDICT I Still-cool, old-school Japanese street fighter 


LANCER 

Evolutipn X 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

699 900 10.8 256 5.66 4/2.0T 217 366 D/6 


TRITON 


VERDICT I Looks divide, but competes on quality and ability 


TRITON 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4 GL 

179 900 

10.2 242 

n/^ 

4/2.4 

97 

292 

M/5 

2.4 GLX 

194 900 

10.2 

242 

n/a 

4/2.4 

97 

202 

M/5 

2.5DI-DGL 

204 900 

8.1 

212 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

314 

M/5 

2.5DI-DGLX 

244 900 

8.1 

212 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

314 

M/5 

ClubCab 

2.5DI-D 

299 900 

8.2 

214 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

314 

M/5 

double cab 

2.5DI-D 

359 900 

8.3 

216 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

100 

314 

M/5 

2.5DI-D4X4 

429 900 

8.6 

225 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

131 

400 

M/5 
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OUTLANDER 


VERDICT I Grander, all-new version of popular mid-size SUV 


VM 


JUKE 


VERDICT I Polo-sized crossover carves its own niche 




OPEL 


ADAM 


OUTLANDER 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

JUKE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VERDICT 1 

First of the new breed, founder would be proud 


2.4 GLS Exceed 

439 900 

8.2 192 10.76 4/2.4 

123 222_C/V 

1.2T Acenta 


—5^ 

129_J1.82^1..2T 


190 

M/6 

ADAM 

PRIC E 

L/100 

5 3 

rno n.inn d/t 

KW NM GEAR 





1.2T Acenta+ 



282 100 

5.6 

129 10.8 4/1. 2T 

85 

190 

M/6 

14 

191 800 

125 115 

4/14 


1 PAJERO SPORT 




1.5dCi Acenta+ 

304 400 


109 12.094/1.5TD 

81 

260 

_M/^ 

1.0T Jam 

212 000 

5.1 

119 9.9 

3/1 .OT 

85 170 M/6 

1 VERDICT 1 Beats Fortuner in just about every area bar sales 


1.6TTekna 

330 800 

6.0 

159 7.46 4/1 .6T 

140 

240 

M/6 

I.OTGIam 

235 300 

5.1 

119 9.9 

3/1 .OT 

85 170 M/6 

PAJERO SPORT 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1 RTAWn Toirna 


R R 

1RQ ft 0 AM ftT 

-idn 

94 n 

r/\/ 







2.5DI-D auto 

464 900 

8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 

131 350 A/5 



CORSA 




zn 



514 900 7.8 206 11.0 4/2.5TD 131 400 M/5 


2.5DI-D 4x4 auto 


499 900 8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 131 350 A/5 


1 PAJERO 1 

mmm. 

1 VERDICT 1 Avoid Spanish-speaking countries and the Dakar 



PAJERO 

3-door3.2DI-DGLS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

579 900 10.1 245 12.0 4/3.2TD 140 441 A/5 


5-door 3.2DI-DGLS ^49900_jai_245_J2j3^/3j2TD_J40_^41_^^ 

5-door 3.2DI-DGLS Exceed _6.69_900 10.1 245 12,.3_4Z3_,2TD_14iL^4_1_A/5_ 


1 NISSAN 



[ 

1 VERDICT 1 Decent package, cartoon style 





MICRA 

1.2 Visia+ 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

5..2_124_m.2_3i1.2 56 104 M/5 


.JMm 6.3 150 9.78 4/1. 5TD 73 134 M/5 


NP200 


— 


— 


« 

k 

1 VERDICT 1 Tasked with replacing a RWD icon, and it’s up for it 


_ 


NP200 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6i 

143 200 

8.1 

192 n/a 

4/1.6 

64 

128 

M/5 

1.6i pack 

161 000 

8.1 

192 n/a 

4/1.6 

64 

128 

M/5 

1.6i Stealth 

174 600 

8.1 

192 n/a 

4/1.6 

64 

128 

M/5 


174 100 8.0 189 n/a 4/1.6 77 148 M/5 


204 900 8.0 189 11.39 4/1.6 77 148 M/5 


1.5dCi pack 

1.5dCi SE 


203 900 

-22aiI(I(L_ 




140 n/a 4/1 .5TD 

_14Q_n/s_4/_1^JLD_ 


63 200 M/5 

_6_3_2D_0_M/5_ 


1 ALMERA 1 

r 

1 VERDICT 1 The new Tiida is a Micra with a boot called Almera 



ALMERA 

1.5 Acenta 


PRICE 

186 000 


I C02 0-100 PIT 

149 n/a 4/1.5 


KW NM GEAR 

73 134 M/5 


7.2 171 n/a 4/1.5 73 134 A/4 


1 SENTRA 


1 VERDICT 1 Popular nameplate returns. Not much fanfare 



SENTRA 

1 .6 Acenta 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

238100 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.6 85 154 M/5 


1 .6 Acenta auto 


6.2 149 n/a 4/1.6 85 154 C/V 


NV200 COMBI 


VERDICT I Nissan’s take on a people mover 


NV200 COMBI 

1.61 Visia 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

286100 7.3 169 n/a 4/1.6 81 153 M/5 


-3-1^QQQ 5.-1— 1-34_jn7a^/_l5m6_2D_0_M/5_ 


NP300 HARDBODY 


VERDICT I No-frills worker bee 




NP300 HARDBODY 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

166 900 10.0 237 n/a 4/2.0 84 169 M/5 


8.0 211 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 


2.5TDi Hi-rider 


267 800 8.0 2t1_n/.a^/2.5TD_9a_^4_M/5_ 


271 800 11.1 261 n/a 4/2.4 105 205 M/5 


302 200 9.4 247 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 


2.5TDi Hi-rider 


-34J^-QQ 8.8 233 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 


322 400 11.0 259 n/a 4/2.4 105 205 M/5 


^89^00_Jl^^^_n/a_^£j^J05_205__M^ 


VERDICT I Retakes the compact crossover crown 


VERDICT I Sharper dynamics, brilliant three-pot turbo 


QASHQAI 

1.2T Visia 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

287 500 6.2 144 10.9 4/1 .2T 


KW NM GEAR 

85 190 M/6 


CORSA 

1.0T Essentia 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

185 500 5.0 117 10.3 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


-31-7MQ 6.2 144 11.12 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 


1.0T Enjoy 
1.0T Cosmo 


216 200 5.0 117 10.3 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 

236 300 5.0 117 11.2 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


1.2T Acenta auto 


334 200 6.2 144 12.9 4/1.2T 85 165 C/V 


6.0 140 13.9 4/1.4 


338 800 4.2 109 11.9 4/1. 5TD 81 260 M/6 


364 800 6.2 144 9.1 4/1 .6T 120 240 M/6 


1.6dCi Acenta auto 


392 100 4.9 129 11.1 4/1.6TD 


1.6dCi AWD Acenta 


393 400 5.3 139 10.5 4/1. 6TD 96 320 M/6 


X-TRAIL 


VERDICT I Not as rugged or utilitarian. Is that good or bad? 


X-TRAIL 

2.0 XE 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

327 700 8.3 197 11.1 4/2.0 106 200 M/6 


364 200 8.3 197 10.5 4/2.5 126 233 C/V 




1.6dCi4x4SE 


388 300 5.3 139 11.0 4/1. 6TD 96 320 M/6 


1.6dCi4x4LE 


473 600 5.3 139 11.5 4/1.6TD 96 320 M/6 


1.4 Turbo Sport 

255 200 

5.9 137 9.6 4/1 .4T 

110 

220 M/6 


MOKKA 





1 VERDICT 1 Turns out it’s a bit of a pricey, lethargic inbetweener 

L. 

M 

MOKKA 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

1.4 Turbo Eniov 

288 500 

6.0 139 9.8 4/1 .4T 

103 

200 M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy auto 

298 500 

6.6 154 10.7 4/1.4T 

103 

200 A/6 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo 

325 500 

6.0 139 10.61 4/1.4T 

103 

200 M/6 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo auto 

335 500 

6.6 154 10.7 4/1.4T 

103 

200 A/6 


ASTRA 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Capable and pretty but Opel’s ‘Golf still no Golf 


1 NAVARA 


1 VERDICT 1 Makes fans easily, though not the only big boy now 

0 


ASTRA 

sedan 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


264 200 6.6 154 11.9 


85 155 M/5 


NAVARA 

KingCab 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 Turbo Essentia 

276 000 

5.9 

139 

10.1 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy 

287 400 

5.9 

139 

10.1 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

2.5dCiXE 

362 100 

8.7 

229 13.62 4/2. 5TD 

106 

356 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy auto 

297 900 

6.6 

154 

n/a 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

A/6 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

406 400 

9.0 

238 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

128 

403 

M/6 

1.6 Turbo Cosmo 

308 600 

6.8 

159 

8.7 

4/1 .6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

double cab 








hatch 









2.5dCi XE 

379 700 

8.7 

229 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

106 

356 

M/6 

1 .6 Essentia 

264 200 


1?? 

11.7 

4/1.6 

99 

199 

M^9 ^ 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

430 600 

9.0 

238 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

128 

403 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Essentia 

273Jm 


1?9 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

19 ? 

290 

M /9 ^ 

2.5dCi LE 

448 300 

8.3 

217 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

128 

403 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy 

287 400 

5.9 

138 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

2.5dCi 4x4 LE auto 

514 100 

_a4L. 

.m- 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

1^0 

-m. 


1.6 Turbo Sport 

323 100 

6.8 

159 

8.5 

4/1 .6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

3.0dCi V6 4x4 LE 





9.3 V6/3.0TD 170 


.M= 

GTC / OPC 










LEAF 


VERDICT I SA’s first electric offering. 160km range per charge 


1 




GTC 1.6 Turbo Sport 

OPC 


351 200 7.2 168 8.3 4/1 .6T 132 266 M/6 

496 300 8.1 189 6.2 4/2.0T 206 400 M/6 


LEAF 

Leaf 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

492 800 0.0 0 11.5 elec 80 254 A 


370Z 


VERDICT I Still a brilliant driver’s car despite age 


PEUGEOT 


VERDICT I Facelift banishes cheesy grin 


370Z 

coup6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

650 200 10.5 248 5.3 V6/3.7 245 363 M/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

144 000 4.3 99 13.5 3/1.0 50 93 M/5 


155 300 4.3 99 13.5 3/1.0 50 93 M/5 


668 700 10.4 245 5.6 V6/3.7 245 363 A/7 


I PATROL 



1 n 

VERDICT I Old-school 4x4, big on comfort and value 


PATROL 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

3.0DTi pick-up 

511 300 

10.9 289 n/a 

4/3.0TD 110 371 M/5 

3.0DiGL 

605 000 

10.8 287 18.8 4/3.0TD 118 380 M/5 

4.8 GRX 

_698J}.Q(L_ 

17.7 424 9.9 

— 6M^8 190 425 A/5 


IGT-R 




VERDICT IJaoan’s sensational cvborssuoercar * "J 

GT-R 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

Premium Edition 

1 490 000 

11.8 278 2.9 

V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 

Black Edition 

1 542 000 

11.8 278 2.9 

V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 


208 


VERDICT I Smaller, lighter, prettier and better than 207 


208 

1.0 Access 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4.3 99 14.0 3/1.0 50 95 M/5 


189 500 4.5 104 12.2 3/1.2 60 118 M/5 


200 900 4.5 104 12.2 3/1.2 60 118 M/5 


223 000 3.8 98 10.9 4/1. 6TD 68 230 M/5 


238 900 5.8 134 9.61 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


1 .6 Allure auto 


254 900 6.7 154 11.9 4/1.6 88 160 A/4 


309 900 5.9 139 6.8 4/1.6T 147 275 M/6 


2008 


VERDICT I High-riding, family- and Pug-friendly 208 




2008 

1.6 Active 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


282 900 5.9 135 9.5 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

ALL the Latest Audi Offers convenientLy in one pLace: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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308 



PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

1 ’ 
KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2T Active 

2Za_9Q_Q_ 

4.6 

105 11.1 

3/1. 2T 


205 

M/5 

1.2T GT Line 


_4,-8_ 

11^_..6_ 

-3i_1.2J_ 


230 

M/6 

1.6T GT 

3-74-9_QP_ 

—5--^ 

130 7.5 

4/1 .6T 


285 

M/6 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

294 900 6.7 155 13.3 4/1.6 88 160 IVI/5 


3008 


VERDICT I Still decent, but after 107, the oldest Pug by far 


3008 

1 .6 Access 


diesel Edition 

1 079 000 

6.4 

169 

6.0 V6/3.0TD 221 650 

A/8 

4 

1 051 000 

8.7 

29? 

6.1 

V6/3.6 

228 400 

D/7 

4 Edition 

1 084 000 

8.7 

203 


V6/3.6 

228 400 

D/7 

S 

1 319 000 

8.7 

204 

5.1 

V6/3.0T 

309 520 

D/7 

S e-hybrid 

1 322 000 

3.1 

71 

5.5 V6/3.0Se306e590e 

D/8 

4S 

1 356 000 

8.9 

208 

4.8 

V6/3.0T 

309 520 

D/7 

GTS 

1 525 000 

10.7 

249 

4.4 

V8/4.8 

324 520 

D/7 

turbo 

2 118 000 

10.2 239 

4.1 

V8/4.8T 

382 770 

D/7 

turbo S 

2 591 000 

10.2 

239 

3.8 

V8/4.8T 

419 800 

D/7 


CAPTUR 


VERDICT I Stylish and versatile but slow and dull to drive 


CAPTUR 

66kVV turbo Expression 
66kW turbo Dynamique 


88kVV turbo Dynamique auto 279 900 

I FLUENCE 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

219 900 4.9 115 12.9 3/0.9T 66 135 M/5 

239 900 4.9 115 12.9 3/0.9T 66 135 M/5 

5.4 125 11.57 4/1.2T 88 190 D/6 


344 900 6.9 159 8.9 4/1.6T 115 240 M/6 


VERDICT I Iconic Porsche in the best shape of its life 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


VERDICT I A lot of car for not a lot of dosh 


FLUENCE 
1 .6 Expression 
2.0 Dynamique 


^ 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

244 900 6.8 155 11.5 4/1.6 82 151 M/5 

289 900 7.9 182 9.9 4/2.0 103 195 M/6 


422 900 6.1 159 10.2 4/2.0TD 120 340 


2.0 Dynamique auto 


299 900 7.7 178 10.1 4/2.0 103 195 C/V 


|508 

Carrera 1 159 000 8.2 191 4.6 b6/3.4 257 390 D/7 

V ^ Carrera Black Edition 1 219 000 8.2 191 4.6 b6/3.4 257 390 D/7 

MEGANE I 

1 VERDICT 1 Impressive overall package, but lost in the crowd 

Carrera 4 _1_27.7.0_QQ_8.6_2QP_^_.7_^m4_257 390 D/7 

VERDICT 1 A fresh look and top turbo motors add GT appeal 


508 

1 .6T Active 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

387 900 6.4 149 8.6 4/1.6T 115 240 IVI/6 


^4g8.900_^j1_J6^_9j2_^/16^J15_^40_^^ 


RCZ 


VERDICT I A coupe that drives with plenty of verve 


RCZ 

1.6T 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

539 900 6.7 155 7,6 4/1,6T 147 275 M/6 


-5^-Q-Q 7.3 168 8.4 4/1,6T 115 240 A/6 


PORSCHE 


BOXSTER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

Boxster 

780 000 

7.9 

183 

5.7 b6/2.7 

195 280 D/7 

Black Edition 

895 000 

7.9 

183 

5.7 b6/2.7 

195 280 D/7 

S 

824 000 

8.2 

190 

5.0 b6/3.4 

232 360 D/7 

GTS 

948 000 

8.2 

190 

4.9 b6/3.4 

243 370 D/7 

Spyder 

1 010 000 

9.9 

230 

4.5 b6/3.8 

276 420 M/6 


1 CAYMAN 1 


1 VERDICT 1 The 911’s worst nightmare 

CAYMAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

Cayman 

783 000 

7.9 

183 

5.6 b6/2.7 

202 290 D/7 

S 

_8_8_0JI0_0 

— a.2_ 

190 

4.9 bm4 

239 370 D/7 

GTS 

1 026 000 

8.2 

190 

4.56 b6/3.4 

250 380 D/7 

GT4 

1 136 000 

10.3 

238 

4.4 b6/3.8 

283 420 M/6 


1 MACAN 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Rewrites the rules for a sporty SUV 


MACAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

S diesel 

884 000 

6.3 

159 

6.3 V6/3.0TD 

180 580 D/7 

S 

904 000 

9.0 

204 

5.4 V6/3.0T 

250 460 D/7 

turbo 

1 275 000 

9.2 

208 

4.8 V6/3.6T 

294 550 D/7 


1 CAYENNE 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Who’s laughing now? Get your order in quick 


CAYENNE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

Cayenne 

852 000 

9.2 

215 

7.7 V6/3.6 

220 400 A/8 

diesel 

. 9_33aO_Q_ 

6.6 


_7.3JV6/3.0TD 180 550 A/8 

S 

998 000 

9.5 

223 

5.5 V6/3.6T 

309 550 A/8 

S e-hybrid 

1 147 000 

3.4 

79 

5.9 V6/3.0Se 306e 590e A/8 

S diesel 

1 165 000 

8.0 

209 

5.4 V8/4.1TD 283 850 A/8 

GTS 

1 176 000 

10.0 

234 

5.2 V6/3.6T 

324 600 A/8 

turbo 

1 779 000 

11.2 

261 

4.5 V8/4.8T 

382 750 A/8 

turbo S 

2 255 000 

11.5 

267 

4.1 V8/4.8T 

419 800 A/8 


1 PANAMERA I 


1 VERDICT 1 It’s a proper Porsche, but not as you know it 

PANAMERA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

Panamera 

1 oil 000 

8.4 

196 

6.3 V6/3.6 

228 400 D/7 

Panamera Edition 

1 055 000 

8.4 

196 

6.3 V6/3.6 

228 400 D/7 


Carrera 4 Black Edition 


1 329 000 8.6 200 4.7 b6/3.4 257 390 D/7 


1 329 000 8.7 202 4.3 b6/3.8 294 440 D/7 


1 434 000 9.1 _212^.Jj_bm^ 294 440 D/7 


1 484 000 8.7 202 4.0 b6/3.8 316 440 D/7 


1 587 000 9.1 212 4.0 b6/3.8 316 440 D/7 


2 295 000 12,4 _289_^^bm_^3j_0_44^i.7_ 


2 771 000 12.7 296 3.3 b6/4.0 368 460 D/7 


2 439 000 9.7 227 3.2 b6/3.8T 383 660 D/7 


2 890 000 9.7 227 3.1 b6/3.8T 412 750 D/7 


1 411 000 8.7 204 5.0 b6/3.4 257 390 D/7 


targa 4S 


1 575 000 9.2 214 4.6 b6/3.8 294 440 D/7 


targa 4 GTS 

cabriolet 


1 728 000 9.2 214 4.3 b6/3.8 316 440 D/7 


1 300 000 8.4 195 4.8 b6/3.4 257 390 D/7 


Carrera Black Edition 


1 330 000 8.4 195 4.8 b6/3.4 25_^3.a0__QA7_ 


1 411 000 8.7 202 4.9 b6/3.4 257 390 D/7 


Carrera 4 Black Edition 


1 428 000 8.7 202 4.9 b6/3.4 257 390 D/7 


1 456 000 8.9 207 4.5 b6/3.8 294 440 D/7 


1 575 000 9.2 214 4.5 b6/3.8 294 440 D/7 


9 000 8.9 207 4.2 b6/3.8 316 440 D/7 


Carrera 4 GTS 


1 727 000 9.2 214 4.2 b6/3.8 316 440 D/7 


9.9 231 3.3 b6/3.8T 383 660 D/7 


3 072 000 9.9 231 3.2 b6/3.8T 412 750 D/7 


1 RENAULT 1 

1 SANDERO 1 


VERDICT 1 All new, and now back at the top of the value pile 


SANDERO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

turbo Expression 

129 900 

5.2 

119 11.1 3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 

turbo Dynamique 

152 900 

5.2 

119 13.28 3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 

Stepway 66kW turbo 

174 900 

5.4 

124 11.1 3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 


ICLIO 


VERDICT 1 Style, value, kit and turbo-tech makes it a winner 

CLIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

55kW Authentique 

172 900 

5.5 

127 15.4 4/1.2 

55 

107 

M/5 

turbo Expression 

199 900 

4.5 

104 12.84 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

turbo Dynamique 

219 900 

4.5 

104 12.2 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

turbo GT-Line 

229 900 

4 5 

105 12.2 3/0.9T 


150 

M/5 

RS 200 Lux 

309 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1 .6T 

147 

240 

D/6 

RS 200 Cup 

339 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1. 6T 

147 

240 

D/6 


1 DUSTER 1 

jm 


& 

VERDICT 1 Value, capability and rugged looks - a clean sweep 

9 



DUSTER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Expression 

215 900 

7.6 

Ml 11.5 4/1.6 

77 

148 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamique 

233 900 

7.6 

177 11.5 4/1.6 

77 

148 

M/5 

1.5dCi Dynamique 

254 900 

4.8 

127 12.36 4/1. 5TD 

80 

240 

M/6 

1.5dCi Dynamique 4WD 

269 900 

5.2 

135 12.8 4/1. 5TD 

80 

240 

M/6 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


81 kW Dynamique 
97kW turbo GT Line 


259 900 6.9 159 10.5 4/1.6 81 151 M/6 

289 900 5.4 124 9.7 4/1.2T 97 225 M/6 


162kW turbo GT 


339 900 7.3 169 6.71 4/2.0T 162 340 M/6 


coupe 

81 kW Dynamique 


6.9 159 10.5 4/1.6 81 151 M/6 


97kW turbo GT Line 


289 900 5.4 124 9.7 4/1.2T 97 225 M/6 


162kW turbo GT 


^3a_9QQ 7.3 169 7.6 4/2.0T 162 340 M/6 


389 900 8.2 190 6.51 4/2.0T 195 360 M/6 


RS Trophy 275 


449 900 7.5 174 6.0 4/2.0T 201 360 M/6 


KOLEOS 


VERDICT I Neat nose job for Renault’s capable soft-roader 


KOLEOS 
2.5 Dynamique 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

339 900 9.6 230 9.0 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 


2.5 4x4 Dynamique 


369 900 9.9 237 9.57 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 


2.5 4x4 Dynamique auto 


399 900 9.6 228 n/a 4/2.5 126 226 C/V 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


VERDICT I World’s second greatest luxury car 


GHOST 

Ghost 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 
^^0^^4j0_^2^^j9_^12/6j6^^20_^80_^/^ 


Extended Wheelbase 


14.1 329 5.0 V12;6.6T 420 780 A/8 


I WRAITH 


VERDICT I A new alternative for the uber-rich 


WRAITH 

Wraith 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

14.0 327 4.6 V12/6.6T 465 800 A/8 


PHANTOM 


VERDICT I World’s greatest luxury car 




PHANTOM 

Phantom 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

14.8 347 5.9 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


Extended Wheelbase 

POA 

14.9 

349 

6.1 

VI 2/6.7 

338 

720 

A/8 

Coupe 

POA 

14.8 

347 

5.8 

VI 2/6.7 

338 

720 

A/8 

Drophead Coupe 

POA 

14.8 

347 

5.8 

VI 2/6.7 

338 

720 

A/8 




SMART _ 1 

1 FORTWO 


VERDICT 1 Makes more sense in Rome than Parys 


fortwo 

1.0 coupe mhd pure 

1.0 coupe mhd pulse 

I.Ot cabrio passion 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

214 000 4.3 97 13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 

232 000 4.3 98 13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 

249 000 4.9 115 10.7 3/1.0T 62 120 S/5 


SSANGYONG 


VERDICT I The reinvention of SsangYong 


6.4 169 6.0 V6/3.OTD 221 650 D/8 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

324 995 7.5 175 n/a 4/2.0 110 197 M/6 
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1 ACTYON SPORTS 

2 . 

1 SWIFT 


1 VISTA 1 

1 VERDICT 1 More palatable thanks to radical facial surgery 


1 VERDICT 1 Fun, but battles to make a fresh impact 


1 VERDICT 1 Will find it much tougher in this price bracket | 


ACTYON SPORTS 

2.3 4x4 high 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

289 995 12.4 293 n/a 4/2.3 110 214 M/5 


309 995 7.4 196 n/a 4/2.0TD 114 360 M/6 


2. OP 4x4 Deluxe 


- 3 - 59 - 9-95 


1 REXTON W 

1 

1 VERDICT 1 Third-gen Rexton. The W stands for ‘work of art’ 

1 


REXTON W 

RX270XDi 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

394 995 8.6 228 n/a 5/2.7TD 121 340 M/5 


RX270XDi Deluxe 


449 995 9.0 242 n/a 5/2.7TD 121 340 A/5 


SUBARU 


XV 

J 


VERDICT 1 Raised-body Impreza is not without merit 

■ 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

319 900 8.0 189 10.5 b4/2.0 110 196 M/6 


7.9 187 10.7 b4/2.0 110 196 C/V 


369 900 7.9 187 10.7 b4/2.0 110 196 C/V 


FORESTER 


VERDICT I ‘Smarter, safer, further’ maxim rings true 


FORESTER 

2.0 X 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

349 000 7.2 168 10.6 b4/2.0 110 198 M/6 


-35&9,0.Q 8..1^X_9,^b4/2.5 126 235 C/V 


8..1_m7_1Xl.J^b4/2.5 126 235 C/V 


2.5 XS Premium 


462 500 8.1 187 9.9 b4/2.5 126 235 C/V 


539 300 8.5 197 7.41 b4/2.0T 177 350 C/V 


BRZ, 


VERDICT I Like an 86, but in letters 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

399 900 7.8 181 7.38 b4/2.0 154 205 M/6 


7.1 164 8.2 b4/2.0 154 205 A/6 


1 OUTBACK 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Another great Scooby out on the fringes 



OUTBACK 

2.5i-S Premium 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

479 000 7.3 167 10.2 b4/2.5 129 235 C/V 


2. OP Premium 


529 000 6,3 165 9.9 b4/2.0TD 110 350 C/V 


3.6 R-S Premium 


529 000 9.9 230 7.6 b6/3,6 J_9_1_3.5_0_Ciy_ 


1 LEGACY 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Exterior brought up to date, interior left behind 



LEGACY 

3.6 R-S Premium 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

529 000 9.9 230 7.2 b6/3.6 191 350 C/V 


VERDICT I Involving and fun. Rivals have better cabins 


WRX 

WRX Premium 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

478 400 9.2 213 6.85 b4/2.0T 197 350 M/6 


WRX Premium auto 


495 000 8.6 199 6.3 b4/2.0T 197 350 C/V 


WRX STI Premium 


629 000 10.4 242 5.75 b4/2.5T 221 407 M/6 


1 SUZUKI 

ICELERIO n 


1 VERDICT 1 Cheap three-pot Suzi is good value. Avoid the auto 


CELERIO 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.0 GA 

111 900 

4.7 110 14.0 

3/1.0 

50 90 M/5 

1.0 GL 

126 900 

4.7 110 14.0 

3/1.0 

50 90 M/5 

1.0 GL auto 

138 400 

4.6 108 14.0 

3/1.0 

50 90 S/5 


1 SPLASH 




lA 

1 VERDICT 1 

Shorter but taller than similarly priced Swift 


SPLASH 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.2 GA 

129 400 

5.6 133 12.3 

4/1.2 

63 113 M/5 

1.2 GL 

139 400 

5.6 133 12.3 

4/1.2 

63 113 M/5 

1.2 GL auto 

154 900 

6.4 150 n/a 

4/1.2 

63 113 A/4 


SWIFT 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

DZire sedan 






1.2 GA 

135 400 

5.2 

124 12.6 

4/1.2 

63 113 M/5 

1.2 GL 

148 400 

5.2 

124 12.6 

4/1.2 

63 113 M/5 

1.2 GL auto 

163 900 

5.9 

140 n/a 

4/1.2 

63 113 A/4 

hatch 

1.2 GA 

134 400 

5.3 

126 12.6 

4/1.2 

63 113 M/5 

1.2 GL 

146 400 

5.7 

126 12.6 

4/1.2 

63 113 M/5 

1.2 GL auto 

162 400 

5.8 

137 n/a 

_4/l^ 

63 113 A/4 

1.4 GLS 

^_9 9DiI_ 

_£,-5- 

132 10.9 

4/1.4 

70 130 M/5 

1.4 GLS auto 

214 900 

_6J_ 

147 12.3 

4/1.4 

70 130 A/4 

1.6 Sport 

239 200 

6.5 

153 8.7 

4/1.6 

100 160 M/6 


ICIAZ 


1 VERDICT 1 Solid, conservative three-box. No real USP 


CIAZ 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.4 GL 

182 500 

5.4 

125 n/a 

4/1.4 

70 130 M/5 

1.4 GLX 

202 500 

5.4 

125 n/a 

4/1.4 

70 130 M/5 

1.4 GLX auto 

217 500 

5.5 

131 n/a 

4/1.4 

70 130 A/4 


1 ERTIGA 


1 VERDICT 1 Stretched Swift joins the 7-seater brigade 

ERTIGA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.4 GA 

163 900 

6.6 

156 n/a 

4/1.4 

70 130 M/5 

1.4 GL 

183 900 

6.6 

156 n/a 

4/1.4 

70 130 M/5 

1.4 GL auto 

198 900 

6.6 

156 n/a 

4/1.4 

70 130 A/4 

1.4 GLX 

196 400 

6.6 

156 n/a 

An A 

70 130 M/5 

1.4 GLX auto 

211 400 

6.6 

156 n/a 

4/1.4 

70 130 A/4 


1 JIMNY MHMBr 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Frugal, affordable and immensely fun. 


JIMNY 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.3 

228 400 

7.2 

171 12.48 

4/1.3 

63 110 M/5 

1 .3 auto 

243 400 

7.6 

181 17.2 

4/1.3 

63 110 A/4 


isiS 


1 VERDICT 1 Larger, more refined, but no crossover revolution 


SX4 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.6 GL 

268 900 

5.8 

137 11.0 

4/1.6 

86 156 M/5 

1.6 GLX 

298 900 

5.8 

137 11.0 

4/1.6 

86 156 M/5 

1.6 GLX auto 

321 900 

5.8 

137 12.4 

4/1.6 

86 156 C/V 

1.6GLXAIIGrip 

322 900 

6.2 

146 11.59 

4/1.6 

86 156 M/5 

1.6 GLX AIIGrip auto 

344 900 

6.2 

146 13.5 

4/1.6 

86 156 C/V 


1 KIZASHI 


1 VERDICT 1 Suzuki aims for premium, gets surprisingly close 

KIZASHI 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.4SDLX 

339 900 

7.9 

186 8.49 

4/2.4 

131 230 M/6 

2.4SDLX auto 

356 900 

7.9 

187 8.8 

4/2.4 

131 230 C/V 


1 GRAND VITARA 


1 VERDICT 1 Nip ’n tuck for evergreen soft-roader 

GRAND VITARA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.4 Dune 

331 900 

8.9 

212 11.7 

4/2.4 

122 225 M/5 

2.4 Dune auto 

346 900 

9.9 

234 12.0 

_4/2j^ 

J22_^25_^^_ 

2.4 Summit 

4i1_9QD 

_8^9_ 

212 11.7 

4/2.4 

M/5 

2.4 Summit auto 

417^ 

9^ 

234 12.0 

4/2.4 

122 225 A/4 


I TATA I 

[iNDICA 


1 

VERDICT I 

Entry-level motoring isn’t fun 

INDICA 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.4 LGi 

113 995 7.4 168 12.8 4/1.4 

55 110 M/5 

1 .4 LGi Sport 

117 995 7.4 168 12.8 4/1.4 

55 110 M/5 


VISTA 

1.4 Ini Bounce 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

^29^9-5 6.7 159 14.0 4/1.4 55 114 M/5 


150 495 6.7 157 13.5 4/1.4 66 116 M/5 


MANZA 


VERDICT I Vista-with-a-boot is no looker 


MANZA 

1.4 Ini 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

144 995 6.4 151 13.5 4/1.4 66 116 M/5 


162 995 6.4 151 13.5 4/1.4 66 116 M/5 


SUPER ACE 


VERDICT I Could turn out to be Tata’s trump card 


SUPER ACE EX2 

1.4TDDLS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

139 995 7.2 190 n/a 4/1.4TD 52 135 M/5 


149 995 7.2 190 n/a 4/1.4TD 52 135 M/5 


WORKER 


VERDICT I Apparently farmers are keen 


WORKER 

3L 207 Pi Turbo 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

152 495 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 53 225 M/5 


XENON 


VERDICT I Improvements make it more of a propostition 


XENON 

3.0L Fleetline 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

162 495 10.0 264 n/a 4/3.0TD 85_3_0_0_ML5_ 


199 995 10.0 264 n/a 4/3.0TD ^^0.0_My.5_ 


204 995 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 320 M/5 


XT 2.2L 4x4 


264 995 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 320 M/5 


-^-^95 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 320 M/5 


XT 2.2L 4x4 


294 995 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 320 M/5 


TOYOTA 

I ETIOS 

A 

VERDICT 1 Mechanics sound, but cost saving shows elsewhere 


ETIOS 

hatch 1.5X1 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

139 900 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


149 400 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


146 800 5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


156100 5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 




_J32__M^ 


YARIS 


VERDICT I Streamlined model range, but still very pricey 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

173 400 5.0 117 15.3 3/1.0 51 95 M/5 


200 400 5.6 131 11.7 4/1.3 73 125 M/6 

211 800 5.5 127 12.6 4/1.3 73 125 C/V 


282500 3.6 82 11.8 4/1.5e 74e 111+e C/V 


AVANZA 


VERDICT I Still not pretty, but now more compelling 


I 


AVANZA 

1.3S 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

188 500 7.2 172 n/a 4/1.3 67 117 M/5 


7.2 172 n/a 4/1.3 67 117 M/5 


211 800 7.7 183 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 M/5 


228 500 7.6 182 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 A/4 


7.7 183 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 M/5 


COROLLA WEST 


VERDICT I Old Corolla returns as atop cut-price contender 


COROLLA QUEST 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

185 700 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 


199 900 6.3 150 11.1 4/1.6 90 154 C/V 


198 900 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

ALL the Latest Audi Offers convenientLy in one pLace: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 































120 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


1 COROLLA 1 




1 VERDICT 1 More style, more energy for SA’s go-to sedan 

L. 

m 

■V 

COROLLA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.3 Esteem 

231 700 

6.0 

139 

12.6 

4/1.3 

73 

128 

M/6 

1.3 Prestige 

249 600 

6.0 

139 

12.6 

4/1.3 

73 

128 

M/6 

1.4D-4D Esteem 

261 200 

4.5 

119 

12.5 4/1 .4TD 

66 

205 

M/6 

1.4D-4D Prestige 

273 000 

4.5 

119 

12.5 4/1 .4TD 

66 

205 

M/6 

1 .6 Esteem 

243 400 

6.6 


10.5 

4/1.6 



M/6 

1.6 Prestige 

259 200 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

M/6 

1 .6 Prestige auto 

270 900 

6.3 

150 

11.1 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

C/V 

1.6 Sprinter 

268 800 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

M/6 

1.8 Prestige 

269 900 

7.0 

165 

n/a 

4/1.8 

103 

173 

M/6 

1.8 Exclusive 

292 300 

7.0 

165 

n/a 

4/1.8 

103 

173 

M/6 

1.8 Exclusive auto 

^_Q4JIQfl_ 

SA 

152 10.2 

_4/l.-8_ 

103 

173 

C/V 


1 AURIS 

g 



1 VERDICT 1 Sharper suited Corolla hatch? Or-is it just us? 




AURIS 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.3X 

228 200 

5.8 

134 

12.6 

4/1.3 

73 

128 

M/6 

1.6 Xi 

^54j^ 


145 

10.0 

_^/1^ 

97 


_M/6__ 

1.6 XS 

265 000 

6.2 

145 

10.0 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

M/6 

1.6 XR 

293 500 

6.2 

145 

9.55 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

M/6 

1.6 XR auto 

307 700 

6.0 

138 

10.8 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

C/V 

Hybrid XR 

367 500 

3.9 

91 

10.9 

4/1 .8e 

100e142+e C/V 


1 INNOVA 1 


9 


1 VERDICT 1 Vast, unsophisticated people-mover 


INNOVA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.7 8-seater 

304 800 

11.2 265 

n/a 

4/2.7 

-1-15- 


M/5 

2.7 7-seater 

324 000 

11.2 

265 

n/a 

4/2.7 

118 

241 

M/5 


Hi 1 




1 VERDICT 1 Light, simple, cheap, RWDfun. Brilliant 

Mr- 


P 

86 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 standard 

350 100 

7.8 

181 

7.6 

b4/2.0 


_20^ 

_M/6__ 

2.0 high 

393 800 

7.8 

181 

7.35 

b4/2.0 

147 

205 

M/6 

2.0 high auto 

413 700 

7.1 

164 

7.79 

b4/2.0 

147 

205 

A/6 


1 HILUX 1 



1 VERDICT 1 No longer the outright bakkie king 


HILUX 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 

216 900 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.0 

100 

182 

M/5 

2.0 s 

^J23.600_ 


n/a 

n/a 

4/2.0 



M/5 

2.5D-4D 

246 900 


n/a 

nj3 4/2._5JD 


200 

M/5 

2.5D-4DS 

253 000 

__n^ 


_nJa_^2^_D_ 


200 

M/5 

2.5D-4DSRX 

302 100 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

2.5D-4D 4x4 SRX 

361 300 



nia 

4/Z5^ 

75 

260 

_M/^ 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

317 000 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.7 

118 

241 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

364 400 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 423 600 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

Xtra Cab 

2.5D-4DSRX 

315 500 


JT^ 

JT^ 

4/2. 5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

395 000 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 454 500 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

double cab 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

399 100 

10.8 

257 

n/a 

4/2.7 

118 

241 

M/5 

2.5D-4D 4x4 SRX 

421 300 

8.7 

229 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

2.5D-4D Raider Legend 45 

434 900 

8.0 

211 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

106 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

462 900 

8.6 

226 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 auto477 300 

9.7 

257 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 523 300 

8.6 

226 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 auto537 8009.7 

257 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

4.0 V6 Raider Legend 45 

476 400 

12.0 

286 

n/a 

V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

563 900 

12.0 

286 

n/a 

V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 





|RAV4 


VERDICT I Palpably back in the game after warming the bench 


RAV4 PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2.0 GX 317 800 7.7 179 n/a 4/2.0 107 187 M/6 

2 0 GX auto 3-2&-8_0-Q 7.4 173 n/a 4/2.0 107 187 C/V 


2.2D-4DAWD GX 399 200 5.6 149 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 340 M/6 


2.2D-4DAWDVX 

480 800 

6.5 

172 n/a 4/2.2TD 

110 

340 

A/6 

2.5 AWD VX 

450 700 

8.5 

198 n/a 4/2.5 

132 

233 

A/6 


QUANTUM 







VERDICT 1 Struggles to shrug off taxi image 

1 ^ 

4 

■Jpl 

QUANTUM 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.7 GL 10-seaterbus 

415 800 

13.8 327 18.4 4/2.7 



_M/^ 

2.7 GL 14-seater bus 

4_31 7QD 

14.3 339 20.7 4/2.7 

JIL 

-241_ 

M/5 

2.5D-4D GL 10-seater bus 

446 500 

_9..4_ 

-25^25.4_4/2.5TD 


260 

M/5 

2.5D-4D GL 14-seater bus 

449 500 

9.9 

266 28.2 4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 


1 FORTUNER 1 

m 



VERDICT 1 Well-priced and exceptionally capable 

w 



FORTUNER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.5D-4D 

399 500 

8.0 

211 11.2 4/2.5TD 

106 

343 

M/5 

2.5D-4D auto 

413 300 

9.1 

240 n/a 4/2.5TD 

106 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 

480 000 

8.5 

226 11.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Limited 

480 000 

8.5 

226 11.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D auto 

493 600 

9.4 

248 11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D Limited auto 

4S_3 60.0- 

— 9-4_ 

24.8 11.A_4/_a.i)TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 

534 400 

— a..g_ 

228 11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Limited 

534 400 

8.6 

228 11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 auto 

548 300 

9.8 

259 12.3 4/3.0TD 


343 


3.0D-4D 4x4 Limited auto 

548 300 

9.8 

259 12.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

4.0 V6 

513 000 

12.7 

303 9.7 V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 

567 200 

13.0 

309 9.7 V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 


1 PRIUS 1 

4 

mm 


VERDICT 1 More green than mean. Ninja with a conscience 

% 


PRIUS 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

HSD Exclusive 

447 700 

4.1 

94 10.4 4/1. 8e 

100e142+e C/V 


1 LAND CRUISER 70 SERIES 1 


VERDICT 1 When there’s work to be done in the bush 


LAND CRUISER 70 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

79 4.0 V6 

485 400 


n/a 12.6 V6/4.0 


360 

M/5 

79 4.2D 

516 300 

n/a 

n/a 18.0 6/4.2D 

96 

285 

M/5 

79 4.5D-4D LXV8 

590 800 

11.6 

306 n/a V8/4.5TD 

151 

430 

M/5 

double cab 

79 4.0 V6 

548 900 

13.6 

320 12.6 V6/4.0 

170 

360 

M/5 

79 4.2D 

575 700 

13.0 

343 20.08 6/4.2D 

96 

285 

M/5 

79 4.5D-4D LXV8 

646 500 

11.6 

306 n/a V8/4.5TD 

151 

430 

M/5 

station wagon 

76 4.5D-4D LX V8 

661 100 

11.6 

306 n/a V8/4.5TD 

151 

430 

M/5 


1 FJ CRUISER 1 





VERDICT 1 Does the original proud 

V 



FJ CRUISER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

FJ Cruiser 

^^26^00_ 

_J1^ 

267 8.61 V6/4.0 

_200_ 

380 

A/5 

FJ Sport Cruiser 

552 900 

11.4 

267 7.6 V6/4.0 

200 

380 

A/5 


1 LAND CRUISER PRADO 1 



VERDICT 1 Nothing to deter the off-road faithful. A great buy 



LAND CRUISER PRADO PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

3.0DT TX 700 600 8.5 226 11.7 4/3.0TD 120 400 A/5 


4.0 VX 

797 900 

11.5 266 10.9 V6/4 

202 381 

A/5 

3.0DTVX 

800 200 

8.5 226 12.044/3.0TD 

_12P_^QQ_ 

A/5 


1 LAND CRUISER 200 


1 



1 VERDICT 1 Why not buy a 70 Series anda Fortuner instead? 


m 

LAND CRUISER 200 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM 

GEAR 

4.6 V8 VX 

1 079 800 

13.9 327 n/a V8/4.6 

111 439 

A/6 

4.5D-4DVX 

1 108 800 

10.3 273 8.6 V8/4.5TD 

173 615 

A/6 


VOLKSWAGEN 


[UE! 




VERDICT 1 Large on quality, small on price - 

-people’s car! 

la 



up! 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

take up! 1.0 

137 600 

4.7 

108 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 

move up! 1.0 

144 700 

4.7 

108 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 

club up! 1.0 

153 200 

4.7 

108 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 


1 POLO VIVO 

4 

Hr KTiMa n 

VERDICT 1 Breathing new life into old cars - 

■ a VW speciality 

1 


POLO VIVO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.4 Conceptline 

145 700 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

152 100 

5.8 

138 

13.5 

4/1.4 

55 

126 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline 

160 900 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Eclipse 

169 900 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline auto 

176 900 

6.9 

163 

17.5 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

A/6 

1.6 Comfortline 

174 900 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 GT 

180 800 

6,6 


10.6 

4/1.6 


155 

M/5 

Maxx 1.6 

IM-SOfl- 

6.6 

15Z_ 

10.6 

4/1.6 

-Tl 

155 

M/5 

sedan 

1.4 Conceptline 

152 900 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

158 300 

5.8 

138 

13.5 

4/1.4 


126 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline 

167 300 

6.2 

J47. 

12.2 

4/1.4 


132 

M/5 

1.4 Eclipse 

176 300 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline auto 

183 300 

6.9 

163 

17.5 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

^^/6_ 

1.6 Trendline 

173 500 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline 

181 100 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 


IPOLO 

1^ 

4 


VERDICT 1 Locally built hatch brings quality to the masses 

u. 



POLO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.4 Trendline 

196 400 

5.9 

139 

12.8 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Comfortline 

212 100 

5.9 

139 

12.8 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.6 Trendline 

219 700 

6.0 

143 

11.1 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline 

233 400 

6.0 

143 

11.1 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline auto 

248 400 

6.5 

154 12.3 

4/1.6 

_ZL, 

155 

A/6 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

260 700 

4.6 

120 10.7 4/1.6TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

hatch 

1.2TSI Trendline 

201 900 

4 9 

117 

10.8 

4/1. 2T 

_66_ 

160 

M/5 

1.4TDI Trendline 

223 500 

4.1 

108 12.9 3/1.4TD 


210 

M/5 

1.2TSI Comfortline 

225 900 

4.9 

J17. 

10.8 

4/1. 2T 


160 

M/5 

1.0TSI BlueMotion 

235 800 

4.2 

97 

10.5 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

M/5 

1.2TSI Highline 

246 700 

5.1 

120 

9.9 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

1.2TSI Highline auto 

262 200 

5.1 

122 

9.3 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

D/7 

1.4TDI Highline 

252 000 

4.1 

108 

9.9 

3/1 .4TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

CrossPolo1.2TSI 

254 700 

5.3 

125 

9.8 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

CrossPolo1.4TDI 

260 000 


111 

10.5 3/1 .4TD 


250 

M/5 

GTI 

313 300 

6.0 

139 

6.7 

4/1. 8T 


320 

M/6 

GTI auto 

328 800 

5,6 

129 

-6JL- 

4/1. 8T 

141 

250 

D/7 


1 CADDY 

J 

m 


VERDICT 1 A practical wagon for ALL the folks 

i 

m 

P* 

CADDY 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Trendline 

302 800 

8.2 

195 

13.7 

4/1.6 

75 

148 

M/5 

2.0TDI Trendline 

322 100 

5.7 


12.4 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

CrossCaddy 2.0TDI 

343 300 

5.7 

149 

12.4 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

Maxi 

2.0TDI Trendline 

340 200 

5.8 

152 

12.8 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

368 200 

6.3 

166 

10.9 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 


1 JETTA ilfflHBBiKfceaMgMJ 


VERDICT 1 Qualityfrom the top-drawer 

JETTA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

262 500 

5.1 

117 

10.7 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Trendline 

280 200 

5.4 

125 

9.6 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

295 900 

5.4 

1^ 


4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 




















THE GOOD, IHE BAD & THE UGLY 121 


1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

311 900 

5.2 

119 

9.6 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

312 000 

4.5 

119 

11.29 4/1 .6TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

1.6TDI Comfortline auto 

328 000 

4.7 

123 

11.7 4/1 .6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

1.4TSI Hiqhline auto 

335 600 

5.2 

119 

8.6 4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI Highline 

366 300 

5.3 

138 

9.5 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 


BEETLE 1 


VERDICT 1 Drives like Golf, looks like Beetle. Buy a Scirocco 


BEETLE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2TSI Design 

283 300 

5.9 

137 10.84 4/1.2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

Club1.2TSI 

294 800 

5.9 

137 

10.9 4/1.2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Sport 

347 500 

6.6 

153 

8.3 4/1 .4ST 

118 

240 

M/6 

1.4TSI Sport auto 

363 500 

6.2 

143 

8.3 4/1 .4ST 

118 

240 

D/7 


GOLF I 


S 


VERDICT I Stratospheric refinement in a subtly evolved shell 


P 


GOLF 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 








1.2TSI Trendline 

273 000 

4.9 

J1^ 

9.9 4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Trendline 

289 800 

5.2 

120 

9.1 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

308 000 

5.2 

120 

9.1 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

324 000 

5.0 

119 

9.1 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

329 800 

4.6 

120 10.5 4/2.0TD 


_2^ 

M/5 

1.4TSI Hiqhline 

336 300 

5.2 

120 

8.2 4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

M/6 

2.0TDI Hiqhline 

380 900 

4.5 

119 

8.6 4/2.0TD 

110 

320 

D/6 

GTI 

416 000 

6.0 

139 

6.5 4/2.0T 

162 

350 

M/6 

GTI auto 

432 000 

6.4 

148 

6.5 4/2.0T 


350 

_D/^_ 

GTI Performance auto 

452 000 

6.4 

149 

6.4 4/2. OT 

169 

350 

D/6 

R 

514 000 

7.1 

165 

5.0 4/2.0T 

206 

380 

M/6 

R auto 

530 000 

6.9 

159 

5.26 4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

cabriolet 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

347 400 

5.5 

127 

9.9 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

363 400 

5.4 

124 

9.9 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.4TSI Hiqhline auto 

411 600 

5.3 

123 

8.8 4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

D/7 

GTI cabriolet 

461 100 

6.5 

152 

6.9 4/2.0T 

162 

350 

D/6 


GOLF SV I 

1 ^ 

4 

m. 

VERDICT I VW injects more space into Golf, guns for B-Class 


GOLF SV 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

293 900 

5.1 

117 

10.7 4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

325 200 

5.4 

125 

9.9 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

341 200 

5.2 

_12i. 

9.9 4/1 .4T 


200 

D/7 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

346 000 

4.6 

120 

10.5 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI Comfortline auto 

362 000 

4.6 

120 

10.5 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

D/6 


TOURAN I 


■g 



VERDICT I The Golf for minivan-lovers 

i 

m 

P 

TOURAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

307 100 

6.4 

149 

11.9 4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 

332 400 

—5A_ 

144 

12.1^2.QTD 

_gl. 

250 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

348 400 

5.7 

149 

12.1 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

D/6 

1.4TSI Highline 

353 700 

6.8 

159 

9.5 4/1 .4ST 

103 

220 

M/6 


AMAROK I 


VERDICT I Brilliant one-tonner but plenty of stiff competition 

AMAROK 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

2.0TDI 

274 700 

_7.6_ 

199 13.2_472„_QTD 

103 

340 

-M16_ 

2.0TDI 4Motion 

328 700 

7.7 

203 

13.4 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 

352 900 

7.6 

199 

13.2 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

402 900 

7.7 

203 

13.4 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Trendline 4Motion 

430 100 

8.0 

211 

10.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

double cab 

2.0TDI Trendline 

424 300 

7.6 


13.5 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

475 300 

7.7 

203 

13.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Highline 

454 700 

7.9 

208 

10.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Hiqhline auto 

472 200 

8.2 

216 

10.6 4/2. OTD 

132 

420 

A/8 

2.0BiTDI Highline 4Motion 

505 700 

8.0 

211 

11.7 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Highline 4Motion auto 523 200 

8.3 

219 

10.9 4/2.0TD 

132 

420 

A/8 


1 TRANSPORTER | 



VERDICT 1 ... surely the coolest double cab ever 



TRANSPORTER 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

2.0TDI 75kW 

288 100 

_7._6_ 

198 15.2 4/2.0TD 


250 

M/5 

2.0TDI 103kW 

329 400 

7.8 

-12ai2.44/2J)TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI 103kWauto 

346 900 

— 

217 

12.3 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

double cab 

2.0TDI 

317 500 

7,6 

1_9a_1i._9 4/2._0TD 


250 

M/5 

2.0BiTDI 

375 500 

7.8 

206 10.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

412 400 

8.4 

222 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 


1 SCIROCCO 1 





VERDICT 1 A GTI in fresh party garb 

L. 



SCIROCCO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KWNM GEAR 

2.0TSI Hiqhline 

369 900 

6.1 

142 

7.4 4/2.0T 

132 

280 

M/6 

GTS 

439 000 

6.4 

148 

6.9 4/2.0T 

162 

350 

D/6 

R 

494 200 

8.0 

187 

5.8 4/2.0T 

188 

350 

D/6 


1 TIGUAN 1 

£ 

s 


VERDICT 1 A hot segmentjust got hotter 



m 

TIGUAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KWNM GEAR 

1.4TSI 90kW Trend&Fun 

334 900 

6.5 

152 

10.9 4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI 118kW Trend&Fun 

371 200 

-QJ- 

156 

9.3 4/1 .4ST 


240 

M/6 

1.4TSI 118kW Trend&Fun auto 

_3_a7_20_Q_. 

-_7.1__ 

-1-6_4_ 

93 471451 

-118- 

-24.0- 

D/6 

2.0TDI Trend&Fun 

362 500 

— 5..8- 

139 

11. 0^72. OTD 

_2i_ 

280 

M/6 

2.0TDI 4Motion Trend&Fun 

428 700 

6.5 

172 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/7 

2.0TDI 4Motion Track&Field 

^54000_ 

6.5 


10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/7 

2.0TDI 4Motion Sport&Style 

468100 

6.5 

172 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/7 

2.0TSI 4Motion Sport&Style 

490 400 

8.8 

205 

7.61 4/2.0T 

155 

280 

D/7 


fee 1 


*. . 

VERDICT 1 Merc CIS on the cheap 

IP 



cc 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KWNM GEAR 

1.8TS1 

418 400 

7.1 

165 

8.5 4/1. 8T 

118 

250 

D/7 

2.0TD1 

462 000 

5.2 


8.4 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/6 

2.0TS1 

■JI.63_70_Q_ 

— Z,_8_ 

-182_ 

7.3 4/2.0T 

155 

-28_Q- 

-DIB- ■ 

3.6 V6 4Motion 

544 400 

9.3 

215 

5.5 V6/3.6 

220 

350 

D/6 


KOMBI / CARAVELLE / CALIFORNIA BEACH 


VERDICT 1 The way we used to holiday ' ' 


-s 


KOMBI/CARAVELLE/CALIFORNIA BEACH PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

Kombi 








2.0TDI SWB Trendline 

465 500 

-72- 

-190- 

17._9 4/2.0TD 


250 

_M/5_ 

2.0TDI LWB Trendline 

473 500 

_7.2_ 

190 

17^/2.0TD 


250 

M/5 

2.0TDI SWB Trendline auto 

493 000 

8.0 

211 

14.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

2.0TDI SWB Comfortline 

539 400 

7.5 

J98_ 

14.2 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

_M/^ 

2.0TDI SWB Comfortline auto 

556 900 

8.0 

211 

14.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

2.0TDI LWB Comfortline 

547 400 

7.5 

198 

14.2 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI LWB Comfortline auto 

564 900 

8.0 

211 

14.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

Caravelle 

2.0BiTDI 

689 300 

7.8 

206 

11.4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI auto 

707 800 

8.1 

214 

11.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/7 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

740 300 

8.8 

233 

12.1 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/7 

California Beach 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

714 400 

8.4 

221 

11.4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

732 900 

8.8 

233 

12.1 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/7 


1 TOUAREG 1 


■ 

Wl 

VERDICT 1 More style, and better spec makes for great value 

■ 

TOUAREG 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

V6 Eleqance 

723 300 

10.9 

259 

7.8 V6/3.6 

206 

360 

A/8 

V6 TDI Luxury 

808 400 

7.2 

189 

7.8 V6/3.0TD 

180 

550 

A/8 

V6 TDI Escape 

834 400 

7.3 

193 

7.8 V6/3.0TD 

180 

550 

A/8 

V8 TDI Executive 

1 010 400 

9.1 

239 

6.04V8/4.2TD 250 

800 

A/8 


VOLVO 


him 


St 


VERDICT 1 Convincingly plugs a gaping hole in Volvo’s line-up 


V40 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

V40 









T3 Kinetic 

322 900 

5.5 

127 

8.3 

4/2. OT 

112 

250 

M/6 

T3 Momentum auto 

371 800 

5.5 

129 

8^ 

4/1. 5T 


250 

A/6 

D2 Kinetic , 

328 500 



10.5 4/2.0TD 

=M= 

280 

M/6 

T4 Momentum ^ 

375 100 




4/2.0T 

140 

300 

M/6 

T4 Momentum auto 

394 000 

5.5 

128 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

140 

300 

A/6 

D3 Momentum 

404 500 

4.0 


8.4 

_4/Z0TD_ 

_J10_ 

320 


D4 Momentum 

413 800 

4.2 

109 

7.2 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

T5 Momentum 

431 800 

5.9 

137 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

V40 Cross Country 

T4 Momentum 

386 700 

5.5 


■iiL 

4/2.0T 


300 


T4 Momentum auto 

405 600 

5.6 

129 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

140 

300 

A/6 

D3 Momentum 

423 400 

4.0 

105 

8.5 

5/2.0TD 

110 

320 

A/6 

D4 Momentum 

439 100 

4.3 

112 

7.5 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

T5 AWD Momentum 

474 800 

6 4 

149 

64 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 


fseo 


VERDICT 1 Takes Volvo up another gear 




S 60 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

T3 Kinetic , 

-J_7mO.Q- 

5,6 



4/2.0T 

_112_ 

250 

M/6 

T3 Momentum auto 

404 300 

5.8 

135 

8.6 

4/1. 5T 

112 

250 

A/6 

T4 Momentum 

437 900 

5.8 

134 

7.2 

4/2. OT 

140 

300 

A/6 

D4 Momentum 

463 800 

4.3 

113 

7.6 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

T5 Momentum 

496 500 

6.2 

145 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

D5 Inscription 

537 300 

4.5 

119 

6.4 

4/2.0TD 

165 

470 

A/8 

T6 Inscription 

561 600 

6.4 

149 

5.9 

4/2.0ST 

225 

400 

A/8 


fveo 


VERDICT 1 A sexier, sportier, less useful Volvo wagon 




V 60 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

T3 Momentum 

421 600 


333- 

-8_.7_ 

4/1. 5T 

-1-12- 

250 

A/6 

T4 Momentum ^ 

450 600 


136 


4/2.0T 

140 

300 

A/6 

D4 Momentum 

473 600 

4.4 

116 

7.7 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

T5 Momentum 

509 400 

6.4 


6.4 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 


D5 Inscription 

550 400 

4.8 

125 

6.5 

4/2.0TD 

165 

470 

A/8 

T6 Inscription 

573 800 

6.7 

157 

6.0 

4/2.0ST 

225 

400 

A/8 




|V60 CROSS COUNTRY 



VERDICT 1 V60 gets XC treatment. Yes, that’s now a thing 


V 6 O CROSS COUNTRY 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

D4 AWD Momentum 

499 900 

5.7 

149 

8.9 

5/2.4TD 

140 

420 

A/6 

T5 AWD Momentum 

533 500 

8.5 

198 

74 

5/2.5T 

187 

360 

A/6 


IXC70 





VERDICT 1 Brilliant crossover estate back by popular demand 

P 

P 


XC70 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

D5 AWD Inscription 

505 000 

5.8 

153 

8.2 

5/2.4TD 

162 

440 

A/6 


IXC60 

41 


VERDICT 1 Mixes it with the segment’s best 

3 

XC 60 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

T5 Momentum 

561 200 

6.7 

157 

7.2 

4/2. OT 

180 

350 

A/8 

D4 Momentum 

565 800 




_4/Z0TD_ 


_400^ 


D5 AWD Momentum 

627 500 

5.7 

149 

8.2 

5/2.4TD 

162 

440 

A/6 

T6 Momentum 

634 900 

7.0 

163 

6.9 

4/2.0ST 

225 

400 

A/8 


|XC90 


VERDICT 1 Mega achievement redefines luxury in this segment 

XC90 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

D4 Momentum 

804 000 

5.2 

136 

9.2 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

D5 AWD Momentum 

853 200 

5.8 


7.8 4/2.0TD 

165 

470 

A/8 

T5 AWD Momentum ^ 

827 400 

7.6 

JM= 


4/2.0T 


350 

A/8 

T6 AWD Momentum 

867 000 

8.0 

186 

6.5 

4/2.0ST 

235 

400 

A/8 

T8 Twin Engine AWD Momentum 

1 005 100 

2.1 

49 

5.6 4/2.0STe 

300 640e 

A/8 


The hardest part is choosing 
which one you want. 

All the latest Audi Offers conveniently in one place: 


www.audi.co.za/offers 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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topcar 


I ADVERTORIAL PORSCHE 


Handpick your own Porsche 


Whether you re booking to trade m your current Porsche, buy your very first one or you re sirr\p{y 
s far} of these incredibie German machines, took no foifhetthan a Porsche pre-owned model 



For over a decade now Porsche South Africa 
has deveFoped the pre-owned Porsche market 
In the country to what tt is today thanks to 
the hard work and passion of Porsche South 
Africa CEO* Toby Venter and Porsche Pre- 
Owned Manager. Angus Webber. 

From the popular 911 to the Soxsier. 
Cayenne and even the new Macan are just 
some of the miodels available through the 
Porsche Pre-Owned program. 

Thanks to strict policies and procedures, 
you can rest assured that only the very best 
quality vehicles are sold through the Porsche 


network. Reconditioning policies and 
warranties are constantly re-evaiuated 
and improved to make sure you get the 
same high standard of quality and 
customer service as you would expect 
from Porsche and its helpful staff, Pre- 
owned Porsches are carefully refurbished 
and maintenance plans can be extended 
up to 9 years after a vehicle's first 
registration or up to 200 000km (whichever 
comes first). 

Forget trawling through classifieds as 
Porsche Pre-Owned has the biggest 


selection of pre-owned Porsches in the 
country, With more than 1 100 modefs already 
sold this year, you're bound to find your 
Porsche 

Visit one of the four flagship dealerships 
in Johannesburg, Cape Town. Umhlanga or 
Pretoria and drive away with your very own 
Porsche 

Get in touch and call (Oil) 540 5000 or 
visit www.porschejDhannesburg.com for 
more info. 



Your Prescri ption 

* VCDS Pro Klf for VW AudF SEAT & Skodo 

* GS-911 tof &MW Motorcycles 

* Bovorion Technic for BMW 

* Durometric Porsche 


Piagnoiflc Softwar* for Oarman Attionrotoilat A M ot o r cy c l«i ^ 02? 8500550 



LizelPauw 082 876 8139 
Jeanine Kruger 082 342 2299 
Sharfene Smith 083 583 1604 
NickFltzeti 071 430 6311 
Karien Steenkamp 082 920 3075 
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CCTV Systems 
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WWW. cctv-direct.co.za 
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Subiimaticm Printer 


Vinyl Cutler 


iubllmation Consumai 


IFull Business - 6 Machines R20500 iocl 

3 Machines Combo 

MAKESOCCERI^, CAPS. Sranage on CA^ISHO^ TOMBSTONES 

R15000 _jnd Vat 
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Banners 
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4 Color T'Shirt Screen PriiiterlH , 
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Photobooh Maker A3 
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www.vinvlcutters.co.za 0843048't33 
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EXPLORE TOPCAR'S 
EXCITING NEW 
SECTIONS. 
COMPARE PRICES 
AND SPECS IN OUR 
BUYER'SGUIDE 


AMAZING \ 
VIDEOS, 
WALLPAPERS 
AND IMAGE 
GALLERIES 
FROM AROUND 
THE WORLD 


VIDEO: TOYOTA CALl^ IT THE REX 


Buyer's Guide 
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TOPCAR NEWSLETTER 


FACEeOOK 


SIGN UP TO 
RECEIVE TOPCAR S 
NEWSLETTER - 
NOW REDESIGNED 
I FOR BETTER 
' VIEWING ON Y 
OUR CELLPHONE 
AND TABLET 


topCv 


ACCESS 
TOPCAR'S 
COMPREHENSIVE 
ROAD TEST 
DATABASE. 
INCLUDING 
EXCLUSIVE TESTS 
TO TOPCAR.CO.ZA 


SUBSCRIBE TO TOPCAR 
MAGAZINE’S PRINT OR 
DIGITAL EDITIONS, SAVE 
ON YOUR SUBCRIPTION FEE 
AND SCORE WITH OUR COOL 
SUBSCRIBER-ONLY DEALS 


BUYER'SGUtDE 










5 reasons why Porsche Approved is your only way 
to an exceptional ownership experience. 

O Balance of Driveplan or up to 2 years/200,000 km Pre-owned Service and 
maintenance Plan (extendable for 9 years from first date of registration and up to 
200,000 km) exclusively available from official Porsche Centres 

0 The largest selection of Approved Porsches in the country 
0 A variety of rare models can be found on our showroom floors 
O We check each vehicle using a comprehensive 111-point checklist 
0 You can benefit from Porsche Roadside Assist 


www.porschejohannesburg.com 




Porsche Centre Johannesburg 

Corner Witkoppen and 
Wroxham Road, Paulshof 
Telephone 011 540 5000 



Boxster S (6-Speed) 

2005, 33,400 km, atlas grey metallic, 
sand beige all leather, R445 000 



Cayenne S 

2009, 76,000 km, crystal silver metallic, 
black smooth leather, R435 000 



Cayman S (6-Speed) 

2006, 56,000 km, guards red, black leather, 
R475 000 



Cayenne Diesel 

2012, 95,700 km, jet black metallic, black leather, 
R595 000 



911 Carrera 4S (6-Speed) 

2003, 50,050 km, arctic silver, bllack all leather, 
R595 000 



Cayenne Turbo 

2010, 103,500 km, meteor grey metallic, 
black all leather, R895 000 




RAItSTT RROTECTIOrsI 


Paint ProtecVon that worksl 

Approved by major motor manufacturers in South Africa. 
insist on VPS protection for your new vehicle 


The Market Leader since 20011 



Bonnet 

Guard 


Side Guard 


Headlight 


Front Guard 


YOU DON’T NEED TO REPAIR SCRATCHES AND STONE CHIPS - 



is a tough polyurethane film which 
forms a sturdy barrier between your paint 
and the hazards you encounter on the road. 
It is NOT A POUSHI 



Kwmvtmtmm 

DON’T JUST ASK FOR PAINT PROTECTION FILM..JNSIST ON 



NEW CENTRES OPENING SOON 


www.vpsprotection.co.za 

031 717 1980 


3M Paint Protection Film is Warranted 
for 5 years not to Peel, Bubble or Crack 
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1 -2-3 Rtecre Whee/s 


WWW. cn/i t w/ice/s . com 
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www.miimhotts.com 

^ -2-3 ^/ece W/^eefe 


WWW. visionwhttaL com 


WWW. mhtwhoofs, com 
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Visit www.imperialauto.co.za for 








For all your vehicle needs visit www.imperialauto.co.za or call 011 875 5852 


IMPERIAL^ AUTO 


Passenger | Commercial | Leisure Going further. Doing more. 

Terms and conditions apply 


5002360A 




Notkeabie resufts in both Power increase £ Overall Engine Responsiveness, 
Give your Car £ Bike that world famous deep 
RACING iOUNQ' 


tUttrfhutor (br REMOS Cdr ft MMtcydt PmtfatmaiKe Ptirts 


High Grade Stainiess Steel & Titaidum U Performance Exhaust Ports ; 

Racing Down Pipes, CofSacfc Systems, Rear Silencers with Tail Pipe designs in Pound, 5/ash Cut, StreetRace and Carbon Race 

All REMUS parts t00% bolt-on with EEC Type Approval Certificate 



REMUS Systems in stock £ supported fora very wide mod^ range for Audi, SA4HC Ford, Mondts, Menses, Opel OPC, Minh Nissan^ Porsche, Seat Suzuki Toyota £ VW 


The Powerizer is a true Plug & Play 
tuning solution. No modifications 
Average power increase of 25% 
with up to B% saving on fuel. The 
Responder unit hugely increases 
overall engine responsiveness 


REMUS Exhaust & Powerizer Range of Products now avaiiable at selected Dealers, Supa Quick, Midas £ Turning Centres 
New Oeaters Inciude: Supa Quick Boksburg (Kenneth on 01 1 £23 39^37J/ Need 4 Speed Exhausts / Bush Hi!t Fitment Centre Randpark Ridge 
{George onOltOU 7942187), Discount Wheet & Tyre Midrand (Mohammed on Oil SOS 9401/2) 

REMUS SA New Product Sy Dealer & Distributor enquires & Sales please contact Oeon on 0B3 260 0302 or email deon^n4se.CQJia 
Nationwide deliveries of parts in stock within 24 - 36 tiours^ latest Bike, Car & REMUS Powerizer Plug St Piay Application St Price list 

available from our website on wwwJi4se.coM 








Top 10- 

Worst TV cop cars 

How rubbish must TV bad guys be if they can’t evade capture by cops 
driving this bunch of shambolic crocks? By Chris Chilton 

© BERGERAC 
TRIUMPH 2000 
ROADSTER 

It was lucky for Jersey 
cop John Nettles that 
he lived on an island just 
nine miles long, because 
he really would have to 
triumph over adversity to catch baddies in this 120kph nail. 
Unsurprisingly Nettles hated the car; the Rover 75 he drove 
in Midsomnambulant Murders sulied him better. 



@ THE NEW AVENGERS 

TOYOTA COROLLA HATCHBACK 

The very British series decamped to Canada 
for a few episodes in the late 1970s. 

Uniformly appalling, they made use of a clutch 
of the worst cars imaginable, none more so 
than the canary yellow Corolla used to track 
down a killer named Scapina, actually a 
computer, undoubtedly the worst actor in 
the episode. 







INSPECTOR MORSE 
JAGUAR Mk2 


No wonder John Thaw’s character was 
a miserable git. Instead of the sexy 
chrome wires and grunty 3.8 beloved of 
‘60s baddies, his Mk2 was saddled with 
steel rims and a tiddly 2.4 straight-six 
that couldn’t crack three figures - and 
guzzled fuel like Morse downed ale 
while trying. 



STARSKY AND HUTCH 
FORD GRAN TORINO 


What car could be better suited to 
undercover work than a bright red 
muscle car with a giant Nike tick 
on the side? Actually ‘muscle’ is too 
generous for this smog-era whale. To 
get some go from the strangled 5.7 V8 
the TV crew fitted such a low axle ratio 
it could barely top lOOkph. 




© CAGNEY AND LACEY 
DODGE DIPLOMAT 

Bullitt got a blue-collar hero 
Mustang on American Racing rims 
and aristocratic Inspector Lynley 
swanned around in a Jensen 
Interceptor and a Bristol. But poor 
old Cagney and Lacey made do 
with a car so square it looked like 
it must have been drawn by Tyne 
Daly’s on-screen five-year-old. 




7V COLOMBO 
PEUGEOT 403 


In 22 years we never once meet the 
wife Columbo claims to have. But 
given the state of his car we suspect 
he was actually one of those hoarding 
loners who lives with his mother’s 
corpse and has to pothole his way over 
high columns of old newspapers in his 
lounge to get to the kitchen. 





VAN DER VALK 
DAFF 66 


Shot in Amsterdam with curly-haired 
English hard man Barry Foster knocking 
heads and scalping baddies, this was 
one of the original gritty Euro cop shows. 
Weird then that the Commissar’s private 
car in the 1973 season was a DAF 66, 
hands down the naffest car this side of a 
Hillman Imp. There’s more - he traded his 
racy red one for a puke yellow and then 
canal green model, cementing his rep as 
most unlikely to catch a criminal in the 
history of television. 



^9} CANNON LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 

Only one thing protruded further than actor William 
Conrad’s paunch: the bonnet of this detective turned Pi’s 
Lincoln Continental. Body control sloppier than a bucket of 
wallpaper paste was never going to make it much ‘cop’ in a 
chase, but Frank Cannon did have an early car phone in his 
arsenal: proper Bond stuff for 1972. 



MIAMI VICE 
2/ DE TOMASO TESTAROSSA 

You probably know about Sonny Crockett’s 
cross-dressing Corvette-based Daytona. 
Having initially turned down requests for 
a car, Ferrari saw red and coughed a pair 
of Testarossas. But that wasn’t the end of 
the vice on Vice: the Testarossa used in the 
action scenes was actually a rebodied De 
Tomaso Pantera. 


® CSI MIAMI 
HUMMER H2 

Lieutenant Cane recoiled in horror as 
his hand brushed against its hard skin. In 
all his years picking over the remains of 
decomposed bodies he’d never come across 
anything so repulsive as the dashboard in his 
new Hummer H2. Appropriately, given the 
show’s premise, GM gave the Hummer brand 
the bullet seven seasons in. 
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THE NEW RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 


BORN IN THE WILD. 
RAISED IN THE CITY. 

landrover.co.za 



ROVER J 


ABOVE & BEYOND 




The new Range Rover Evoque is perfectly adapted to the city, 
featuring groundbreaking design. Land Rover's legendary 
capability is also now enhanced by the new All-Terrain 
Progress Control. Visit landrover.co.za or your nearest 
dealer to book your test drive today and conquer the 
urban jungle. 
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